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CAHS5730: SPECIAL TOPICS IN CHINESE
LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

Effective Term
Semester A 2025/26

Part I Course Overview

Course Title

Special Topics in Chinese Language and Literature

Subject Code

CAH - Chinese and History
Course Number

5730

Academic Unit
Chinese and History (CAH)

College/School
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CH)

Course Duration
One Semester

Credit Units
3

Level
P5, P6 - Postgraduate Degree

Medium of Instruction
Chinese

Medium of Assessment
Chinese

Prerequisites

Nil

Precursors

Nil

Equivalent Courses

CTL5730 Special Topics in Chinese Language and Literature
Exclusive Courses

Nil

Part II Course Details

Abstract
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This course aims to offer students with an in-depth study of selected topic(s) from pre-Qin to contemporary Chinese. The
origin, development and significance of the selected issue(s) will be explored and discovered with innovative discussion.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOSs)

CILOs Weighting (if DEC-A1 DEC-A2 DEC-A3
app.)

1 Describe and discover the features of the X
knowledge in specific Chinese issues

2 Analyze independently, innovatively and X X
critically issues in Chinese studies

3 Able to design, implement and discover issues X X
in studies in Chinese research

Al: Attitude
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong sense of curiosity,
asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with teachers.

A2: Ability

Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing critical thinking skills
to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines or applying academic knowledge to
real-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative works/new
artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.

Learning and Teaching Activities (LTAs)

LTAs Brief Description CILO No. Hours/week (if
applicable)

1 Lecture Students will engage in 1,2,3
lectures on key concepts
of the selected topic(s) of
Chinese in an example-
based approach.

2 Tutorial Students will engage in 1,2,3
group presentations.
Each group is responsible
for an oral presentation
with a written report.
Students will have to be
well prepared for each
session and give feedback
on fellow students'
presentations. Discussion
will be carried out so as
to gain more innovative
findings and innovative
ideas.

Assessment Tasks / Activities (ATSs)
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ATs

CILO No.

Weighting (%)

Remarks ("-" for
nil entry)

Allow Use of
GenAI?

Assignment: a
4000-6000 word
essay by each
student on (a)
relevant topic(s) of
Chinese language
and literature
covered in the
lectures and
tutorials.

1,2,3

40

No

Tutorial
Presentation:
selected essays

on the selected
topic(s) of Chinese
from a wide variety
of sources will

be featured in
tutorials. Each
tutorial group is
responsible for an
oral presentation
with a written
report covering
their viewpoint on
the selected essays.

1,2,3

40

No

Participation:
includes
attendance of
both lectures and
tutorials, and
their participation
in discussions
during tutorials.
It also includes
classworks peer
review of group
presentations.

1,2,3

20

Yes

Continuous Assessment (%)

100

Assessment Rubrics (AR)

Assessment Task

Assignment (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion
1. Originality

2. topic comprehension,

3. analytical skills,
4. critical thinking,

5. demonstration of discoveries
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Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence of original thinking and capacity to organise, analyse, synthesize, create and evaluate; superior
grasp of subject matter; evidence of extensive knowledge base.

Good

(B+, B, B-) Some evidence of original thinking and capacity to organise, analyse, synthesize, create and evaluate; good grasp
of subject matter; reasonable understanding of issues; evidence of familiarity with literature.

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Student who is profiting from the university experience; understanding of the subject; ability to develop solutions
to simple problems in the material.

Marginal

(D) Sufficient familiarity with the subject matter to enable the student to progress without repeating the course.

Failure

(F) Little evidence of familiarity with the subject matter; weakness in critical and analytic skills; limited or irrelevant use of
literature.

Assessment Task
Tutorial Presentation (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion

1. Originality

2. topic comprehension,

3. analytical skills,

4. critical thinking,

5. demonstration of discoveries

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence of original thinking and capacity to organise, analyse, synthesize, create and evaluate; superior
grasp of subject matter; evidence of extensive knowledge base.

Good

(B+, B, B-) Some evidence of original thinking and capacity to organise, analyse, synthesize, create and evaluate; good grasp
of subject matter; reasonable understanding of issues; evidence of familiarity with literature.

Fair

(C+, C, C-) Student who is profiting from the university experience; understanding of the subject; ability to develop solutions
to simple problems in the material.

Marginal
(D) Sufficient familiarity with the subject matter to enable the student to progress without repeating the course.

Failure

(F) Little evidence of familiarity with the subject matter- weakness in critical and analytic skills; limited or irrelevant use of
literature.

Assessment Task
Participation (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion
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1. Originality

2. topic comprehension,

3. analytical skills,

4. critical thinking,

5. demonstration of discoveries

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence of original thinking and capacity to organise, analyse, synthesize, create and evaluate; superior
grasp of subject matter; evidence of extensive knowledge base.

Good

(B+, B, B-) Some evidence of original thinking and capacity to organise, analyse, synthesize, create and evaluate; good grasp
of subject matter; reasonable understanding of issues; evidence of familiarity with literature.

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Student who is profiting from the university experience; understanding of the subject; ability to develop solutions
to simple problems in the material.

Marginal
(D) Sufficient familiarity with the subject matter to enable the student to progress without repeating the course.

Failure

(F) Little evidence of familiarity with the subject matter- weakness in critical and analytic skills; limited or irrelevant use of
literature.

Assessment Task
Assignment (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024)

Criterion

1. Originality

2. topic comprehension,

3. analytical skills,

4. critical thinking,

5. demonstration of discoveries

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence of original thinking and capacity to organise, analyse, synthesize, create and evaluate; superior
grasp of subject matter; evidence of extensive knowledge base.

Good

(B+, B) Some evidence of original thinking and capacity to organise, analyse, synthesize, create and evaluate; good grasp of
subject matter; reasonable understanding of issues; evidence of familiarity with literature.

Marginal

(B-, C+, C) Sufficient familiarity with the subject matter to enable the student to progress without repeating the course.

Failure

(F) Little evidence of familiarity with the subject matter; weakness in critical and analytic skills; limited or irrelevant use of
literature.

Assessment Task
Tutorial Presentation (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024)
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Criterion

1. Originality

2. topic comprehension,

3. analytical skills,

4. critical thinking,

5. demonstration of discoveries

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence of original thinking and capacity to organise, analyse, synthesize, create and evaluate; superior
grasp of subject matter; evidence of extensive knowledge base.

Good

(B+, B) Some evidence of original thinking and capacity to organise, analyse, synthesize, create and evaluate; good grasp of
subject matter; reasonable understanding of issues; evidence of familiarity with literature.

Marginal

(B-, C+, C) Sufficient familiarity with the subject matter to enable the student to progress without repeating the course.

Failure

(F) Little evidence of familiarity with the subject matter; weakness in critical and analytic skills; limited or irrelevant use of
literature.

Assessment Task
Participation (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024)

Criterion

1. Originality

2. topic comprehension,

3. analytical skills,

4. critical thinking,

5. demonstration of discoveries

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence of original thinking and capacity to organise, analyse, synthesize, create and evaluate; superior
grasp of subject matter; evidence of extensive knowledge base.

Good

(B+, B) Some evidence of original thinking and capacity to organise, analyse, synthesize, create and evaluate; good grasp of
subject matter; reasonable understanding of issues; evidence of familiarity with literature.

Marginal

(B-, C+, C) Sufficient familiarity with the subject matter to enable the student to progress without repeating the course.

Failure

(F) Little evidence of familiarity with the subject matter; weakness in critical and analytic skills; limited or irrelevant use of
literature.

Part IIT Other Information

Keyword Syllabus

Special topic(s) to be covered will vary from year to year depending on the availability of expertise in the Department,
timetable constraint and students' interests and major fields of study. Topic(s) may include:
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Modern Chinese. Classical Chinese. Modern and Contemporary Chinese Poetry. Modern Chinese thought. Ancient Chinese
thought. Chinese applied linguistics.

Reading List

Compulsory Readings

Title

1 To be supplied by the course instructor during the first week of the semester.

Additional Readings
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