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CAHS5707: CLASSICAL CHINESE PHILOLOGY

Effective Term
Semester A 2025/26

Part I Course Overview

Course Title
Classical Chinese Philology

Subject Code

CAH - Chinese and History
Course Number

5707

Academic Unit
Chinese and History (CAH)

College/School
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CH)

Course Duration
One Semester

Credit Units
3

Level
PS5, P6 - Postgraduate Degree

Medium of Instruction
Chinese

Medium of Assessment
Chinese

Prerequisites

Nil

Precursors

Nil

Equivalent Courses

CTL5707 Topics in Classical Chinese Philology
Exclusive Courses

Nil

Part II Course Details

Abstract

This course introduces students to Chinese exegesis (xungu xue #l54£2), a practical and integrative branch of Chinese
philology focused on analyzing the meanings of words in ancient Chinese texts through the linguistic analysis of sounds,
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scripts, and grammar. Along the way, students will be introduced to paleography (wenzi xue SXF%£2), historical phonology
(yinyun xue &= #8£2), and the history of Chinese philology, while gaining hands-on experience with digital tools and online
resources for philological research. By the end of the course, students will have strengthened their ability to read and
research ancient Chinese texts and will be well-prepared to apply philological methods to the study of premodern Chinese
literature, history, and culture.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOSs)

CILOs Weighting (if DEC-A1 DEC-A2 DEC-A3
app.)
1 Describe the development and structure of 40 X

Chinese characters, and various methods in the
study of ancient Chinese characters.

2 Demonstrate a good knowledge of the rules 40 X
governing the development of Chinese
phonology and the structure of classical Chinese
phonology.

3 Introduce concepts and methods in the study of |20 X
text-based semantics.

Al: Attitude
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong sense of curiosity,
asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with teachers.

A2: Ability

Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing critical thinking skills
to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines or applying academic knowledge to
real-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative works/new
artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.

Learning and Teaching Activities (LTAs)

LTAs Brief Description CILO No. Hours/week (if
applicable)
1 Lectures Students will engage in 1,2,3 2 hours/week
formal lectures to gain
knowledge about key

concepts and specific
issues of classical Chinese
philology. Students

and teacher will adopt

an example-based
approach to use various
methodologies in the
study of classical Chinese.
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2 Tutorials Students will form 1,2,3 1 hour/week
tutorial groups. Each
group will be responsible
for an oral presentation.
Specific topics will

be given each week.

Each group will give a
presentation on a chosen
topic while other students
give feedback. Each group
will submit one tutorial

paper.

Assessment Tasks / Activities (ATSs)
ATs CILO No. Weighting (%) Remarks ("-"for  Allow Use of

nil entry) GenAI?

1 Tutorial 1,2,3 35 Initiating No
presentations + dialogues, degree
reports of participation etc

2 Test (1 hour) 1,2,3 45 - No

3 Participation 1,2,3 20 Students are Yes

encouraged to

use GenAl tools
while self-studying
assigned readings
and formulating
questions for
lecture and tutorial
discussions.

Continuous Assessment (%)
100

Assessment Rubrics (AR)

Assessment Task
Tutorial presentations + reports (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion

Preparation, communication skills, group cooperation, critical thinking, knowledge of subject matter

Excellent

(A+) A; A')

Excellent critical thinking ability and creative ideas in reviewing research report / research articles related to the study of
Classical Chinese philology.

Excellent and innovative application of theories in the study of Classical Chinese philology.

Good

(B+J B) B_)

Good critical thinking ability in reviewing research report / research articles related to the study of Classical Chinese
philology.

Good application of theories in the study of Classical Chinese philology.

Fair
(C+) C) C_)
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Fair critical thinking ability in reviewing research report / research articles related to the study of Classical Chinese
philology.
A certain degree of application of theories in the study of Classical Chinese philology.

Marginal

(D)

Marginal critical thinking ability in reviewing research report / research articles related to the study of Classical Chinese
philology.

Marginal application of theories in the study of Classical Chinese philology.

Failure

(F)

Fail to demonstrate critical thinking ability in reviewing research report/research articles related to the study of Classical
Chinese philology.

Fail to apply theories in the study of Classical Chinese philology.

Assessment Task
Test (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion
1 hour test

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent command of knowledge in the study of Classical Chinese philology.

Good
(B+, B, B-) Good command of knowledge in the study of Classical Chinese philology.

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Adequate command of knowledge in the study of Classical Chinese philology.

Marginal
(D) Marginal command of knowledge in the study of Classical Chinese philology.

Failure

(F) Fail to demonstrate command of knowledge in the study of Classical Chinese philology.

Assessment Task
Participation (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion

Ability to identify and analyze the topics critically with excellent grasp of the materials and in-depth knowledge of the
subject matter;
Ability to interpret independent opinions effectively and efficiently.

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence of:

- Positive listening, ability to stimulate class discussion and comment on other points;
- Sufficient pre-class preparation and familiarity with peer reports and other materials.
Good

(B+, B, B-) Some evidence of:
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- Positive listening, ability to initiate class discussion and comment on other points,
- Sufficient pre-class preparation and familiarity with peer reports and other materials.

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Limited evidence of:

- Positive listening, ability to initiate class discussion and comment on other points,
- Sufficient pre-class preparation and familiarity with peer reports and other materials.

Marginal
(D) Marginally satisfies the basic requirements of the discussion and comment on other points.

Failure

(F) Fail to meet minimum requirements of discussion and comment on other points.

Assessment Task

Tutorial presentations + reports (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024)

Criterion

Preparation, communication skills, group cooperation, critical thinking, knowledge of subject matter

Excellent

<A+; AJ A')

Excellent critical thinking ability and creative ideas in reviewing research report / research articles related to the study of
Classical Chinese philology.

Excellent and innovative application of theories in the study of Classical Chinese philology.

Good

(B+, B)

Good critical thinking ability in reviewing research report / research articles related to the study of Classical Chinese
philology.

Good application of theories in the study of Classical Chinese philology.

Marginal

(B') C+; C)

Marginal critical thinking ability in reviewing research report / research articles related to the study of Classical Chinese
philology.

Marginal application of theories in the study of Classical Chinese philology.

Failure

(F)

Fail to demonstrate critical thinking ability in reviewing research report/research articles related to the study of Classical
Chinese philology.

Fail to apply theories in the study of Classical Chinese philology.

Assessment Task
Test (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024)

Criterion
1 hour test

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent command of knowledge in the study of Classical Chinese philology.
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Good
(B+, B) Good command of knowledge in the study of Classical Chinese philology.

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Marginal command of knowledge in the study of Classical Chinese philology.

Failure

(F) Fail to demonstrate command of knowledge in the study of Classical Chinese philology.

Assessment Task
Participation (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024)

Criterion

Ability to identify and analyze the topics critically with excellent grasp of the materials and in-depth knowledge of the
subject matter;
Ability to interpret independent opinions effectively and efficiently.

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence of:

- Positive listening, ability to stimulate class discussion and comment on other points;

- Sufficient pre-class preparation and familiarity with peer reports and other materials.

Good

(B+, B) Some evidence of:

- Positive listening, ability to initiate class discussion and comment on other points;

- Sufficient pre-class preparation and familiarity with peer reports and other materials.

Marginal

(B-, C+, C) Marginally satisfies the basic requirements of the discussion and comment on other points.

Failure

(F) Fail to meet minimum requirements of discussion and comment on other points.

Part ITI Other Information
Keyword Syllabus

Shuowen Jiezi; oracle bone inscriptions and bronze inscriptions; characters in the Warring States; Middle Chinese
phonology; Old Chinese phonology; Chinese philology and Classical Chinese texts.
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