City University of Hong Kong
Course Syllabus

offered by Department of Chinese and History
with effect from Semester A 2022 /23

Part1 Course Overview

Course Title: Chinese Cultural History
Course Code: CAHS5751

Course Duration: One Semester

Credit Units: 3

Level: P5

Medium of _

Instruction: Chinese

Medium of .

Assessment: Chinese

Prerequisites:

(Course Code and Title) ~ Nil

Precursors:
(Course Code and Title) ~ Nil

Equivalent Courses:
(Course Code and Title) ~ Nil

Exclusive Courses:
(Course Code and Title) ~ Nil
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PartII  Course Details
1. Abstract

This course takes “new cultural history” approaches since the 1980s as its main analytical frameworks.
It guides students through its fundamentals and key case studies in Chinese history, and enables them to
rethink China’s cultural histories through new lens. With this, students learn to define and explain
culture as well as its making in a more rigorous, sophisticated, and up-to-date fashion. They will also
gain the ability to understand, and explain with historical examples, why culture is not static and how its
components intersect with power. This course does not teach cultural history as an unchanging record of
facts, but as an on-going, developmental process open to argumentation and debate through evidential
interpretation. The course exposes students to examples that transcend the entrenched divide between
premodern and modern Chinese history, including: urban space and urban life, material culture,
intellectual ideas, nationhood, history of media and information, gender, historical memory, Hong Kong

popular culture, etc.

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)
(CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of

performance.)

No. | CILOs Weighting | Discovery-enriched
af curriculum related
applicable) | learning outcomes

(please tick where
appropriate)
Al A2 | A3

1. Generate knowledge of new cultural history approaches 25% N

and the relevant social, cultural, and historiographical
frameworks

2. Reflect on the ways in which new cultural history 25% N N

approaches have been applied to the analyses of important
themes and key cases in Chinese history

3. Reflect critically on cultural historical inquiry, and apply 25% N N N

these insights to the student’s understanding of culture in
general

4. Apply the appropriate skills to the organization and 25% \ \

presentation of findings on Chinese cultural history in
well-written pieces of writing, as well as in oral
presentations and discussions
100%

Al:  Attitude
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with
teachers.

A2:  Ability
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing
critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines
or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems.

A3:  Accomplishments
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative
works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.
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3.

Teaching and Learning Activities (TLASs)

(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.)

TLA

Brief Description

CILO No.

1

2

Hours/week
(if applicable)

Lectures

The lectures include in-class
learning activities devoted to
theories, analytical frameworks,
research findings, and scholarly
resources relevant to cultural
history, especially taking
premodern to modern China as
the focus. These are designed to
a) introduce new cultural history
approaches and insights; b)
discuss exemplary case studies
about Chinese history that have
adopted said approaches; and c)
provide training to students in
analysing cultural histories.

\/

\/

Tutorials

Group discussions and
presentations are required in the
tutorials. This teamwork will hone
the students’ analytical and
communication skills, as well as
their understanding of the course
content and assigned readings.
Students will be divided into
small groups to present on
assigned topics about Chinese
cultural history. The teacher(s)
will assess their performance and
the resultant discussions in the
tutorials.

Reading and
reflection

This involves the reading and
analysis of books and articles and
materials from other media related
to the course topics.
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4. Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs)
(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.)

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting | Remarks
1 [2 3 4] |

Continuous Assessment: 100 %

1. Oral presentations: NEEEEE 40%
Assessment of this is based on
the oral presentations of the
tutorial groups and their
relevant preparation and follow
up work.

2. In-class performance: NEEEER 20%
The students should proactively
contribute to class activities by
reacting to viewpoints, offering
ideas and/or asking questions
consistently both in lectures and
tutorials. They should listen
attentively when others speak,
both in groups and in class, and
prepare for class by gaining a
good grasp of the required
readings and relevant material.

3. Essay: NEEEEE 40%
Based on their understanding of
the course content, students will
set out to lay out their findings
on Chinese cultural history
systematically in a piece of
writing.

Examination: 0% (duration: N/A)

100%
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5.  Assessment Rubrics
(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.)

Applicable to students admitted in Semester A 2022/23 and thereafter

Assessment | Criterion Excellent Good Marginal Failure

Task (A+, A, A-) (B+, B) (B-, C+, O) (F)

1. Oral This assessment is Strong evidence of: Some evidence of: e Loose organization, | ® Severely limited

presentations | graded according to but mostly familiarity with the
the content and ¢ Rich content, ¢ Rich content, appropriate and facts in the
fluency of the oral excellent grasp of excellent grasp of acceptable content readings and their
presentation as well the materials with the materials with offered in the relations;
as its organization in-depth or in-depth or presentation; unsystematic ideas
and coherence. The extensive extensive Indication of some which cannot
students delivering knowledge of the knowledge of the understanding of express the subject
the presentation must subject matter; subject matter; the readings and matter or relevant
thoroughly research Rigorous Rigorous some grasp of the themes;
their topic and work organization, organization, general ideas, but Very loose
as a team on the coherent structure, coherent structure, with limited or organization of
gathering, reading, and balanced and balanced irrelevant use of scholarly
selection, integration, composition composition scholarly references;
and analysis of the throughout; throughout; references; Devoid of personal
relevant scholarly Critical analysis, Critical analysis, Simplistic and comment and/or
resources, either convincing convincing unilateral unreasonable
self-selected or statements, and statements, and comments, without opinion orally or in
assigned by the creative comments creative comments clear explanation or writing; Very poor
teacher(s). They both orally or in both orally or in analysis orally or in originality;
should lead writing throughout; writing throughout; writing; Overly
classmates into the Superior Superior Acceptable soft/incomprehensi
discussion, to explain presentation skills: presentation skills: pronunciation and ble voice,
with an excellent good good expression but with indistinct
grasp of the materials pronunciation, pronunciation, glitches; a few pronunciation, and
with in-depth and fluent expression, fluent expression, mistakes in diction, improper diction,
extensive knowledge and appropriate and appropriate but no serious or seriously
of the subject matter. diction, as well as diction, as well as influence on problematic
Their work on excellent excellent general delivery of time-management
Chinese cultural time-management time-management the presentation.
history should also Room for
demonstrate rigorous improvement in
organization, planning and
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Assessment | Criterion Excellent Good Marginal Failure

Task (A+, A, A-) (B+, B) (B-, C+, 0) (F)
coherent structure, time-management.
balanced
composition, and an
ability to criticize and
analyze.

2. In-class Students need to Strong evidence of: Some evidence of: Marginally satisfies Failing to meet the

performance | actively participate in the basic minimum
discussions, debates, | ® Active in-class * Active in-class requirements of requirements of
and other class participation, positive | participation, positive | participating in participating in
activities in both the | listening, and ability | listening, and ability | jp_class learning in-class learning
course tutorials and | t0 engage in class to initiate class activities. A activities. A serious
lectures. They should discussions and discussions and noticeable lack of lack of participation.
demonstrate an comme,nt on other comme,nt on other meaningful
ability to interpret people S VIEWS. people 8 VIEWS. participation.
illustrate, and e Sufficient pre-class | e Sufficient pre-class
criticize both preparation and preparation and
insightfully and fgmlharlty with the fa}mlllarlty with the
innovatively based on | ViEWS from peers and | views from peers and
the class content other materials. other materials.
about Chinese
cultural history.

3. Essay The essay is graded Strong evidence of: Some evidence of: e Marginally e Vague and devoid
according to its adequate content, of content, and
content, organization, | ® Rich content, e Rich content, and ability to very weak ability
and fluency. In it ability to integrate ability to integrate integrate some to integrate the
students should various scholarly various scholarly scholarly limited scholarly
demonstrate the resources; resources; resources, but only resources;
ability to make use of | ® Rigorgus. o Rigorpus. shoyving very e Very }oose or
appropriate scholarly organization, organization, !mnted or chaotl'c .
resources and coherent stmpture, coherent strugture, irrelevant use of orgamzatloq;
references for and syst.e.rnatlc and syst.e.rnatlc resources; o .Unsystematlc.

; composition; composition; e Loose ideas, and/or ideas
culFural history, to e C(Creative and e Creative and organization; that are irrelevant
deliver sound insightful ideas; insightful ideas; e Ability to express to the subject
arguments and e Demonstration of | ¢ Demonstration of some relevant matter or themes;
analyze crltlcglly, the ability to the ability to but insubstantial e Some form of
apply appropriate interpret the interpret the points;References summary of
research methods relevant opinions; opinions; are insufficient; references, but no
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Assessment
Task

Criterion

Excellent
(A+, A, A-)

Good
(B+, B)

Marginal
(B-a C+, C)

Failure

()

skilfully, as well as
arrive at a convincing
and insightful
conclusion.

e Utilizing adequate
and well-organized
references that are
relevant to the
topic;

e Accurate
and fluent
expression in
written form, a
good sense of the
historical context,
and the ability to
use various
research methods
and writing skills
to make the
assignment
convincing and
coherent.

o Utilizing adequate
and well-organized
references that are
relevant to the
topic;

e Accurate and
fluent expression
in written form, a
good sense of the
historical context
and the ability to
use various
research methods
and writing skills
to make the
assignment
convincing and
coherent.

b

e Demonstration of
the ability to
provide some
personal
comments, but no
clear
demonstration of
fact-based and
systematic
analysis;

e The sentence
fluency and
diction are
marginally
acceptable, but far
from perfect.

sign of personal
analysis and/or
unreasonable
comments;

e Seriously
insufficient/no
references at all;

e Although the
expression is not
clear, part of the
student’s ideas
could be identified;
overuse or misuse
of existing
quotations and
relevant research.

¢ Inability to turn in
the essay on time
for evaluation.

Not applicable to students admitted before Semester A 2022/23
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Part III Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan)

1. Keyword Syllabus
(An indication of the key topics of the course.)

Cultural history; New cultural history; Cultural theories; Chinese cultural history; Culture and power; Urban
life; Material culture and commodity cultures; Intellectual history; Nationhood; Ritual; Global history;
Literary culture; Book history; Gender; Historical memory; Popular culture; Oral and written cultures

2. Reading List

2.1 Compulsory Readings
(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of
e-books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)

N/A

2.2 Additional Readings
(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.)

1. | Peter Burke. What is Cultural History?, 3" ed. London: Polity, 2019. (Chinese version: {7
5 - Mg - (FFEERSUbsE) - JE5T  JERURE AR » 2009 4 <)

2. | Peter Burke. Varieties of Cultural History. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1997.
(Chinese version: {5 - {A5d : (CBSEAYEGE) - 05T 0 JERURERH AL 2013 4 -)
Anna Green. Cultural History. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008.

4. | Lynn Hunt (ed.). The New Cultural History. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press,
1989. (Chinese version: #f - =% © GErogfbsk) - 2Zd0 0 28 > 2002 4 <)

5. | Victoria E. Bonnell and Lynn Hunt (eds.). Beyond the Cultural Turn: New Directions in the
Study of Society and Culture. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1999. (Chinese

version: FHERE - LERGIHT @ (BECULEN) - R FERURER IR - 2008 - )
6. | BREEsTam ¢ (B UAYSRrTs BRSBTS ) =10 FEGEER » 2014 4F -
7. | FSE s CHrobsk - FESERAY TS bEE >> - g (B B RERHIRREE > 2012 4F -

8. | ML - (ERSEERITEAUMES, - DA | EHTU B EIRERE) (B3RO
=10 T 7iFg 0 2018 4F -

9. | #ErLgE ¢ (CEARRESEREEEE) o =40 RS > 2019 4 -

10.| Simon Gunn. History and Cultural Theory. New York: Routledge, 2014.

11.| Peter Burke. History and Social Theory, 2nd ed. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2005.
(Chinese version: {{¢f5 - fH7e © (FESREREAMtEHEy (B 200 ) - BB EEBARH
Jitt > 2019 <)

12.| Clifford Geertz. The Interpretation of Cultures, 3" ed. New York: Basic Books, 2017.
(Chinese version: TeFIfEFE - FEEIZC © (CUBAYMERE) - J05T © EEARHARTE - 2008 4 -

[98)

)
13.| B0 « (EARSRAgeREsger) (UETIR=64) > db5 + 40& - 58E - A=
E 5 2019 4F

14.| £« (&5t E - REEFSCREE——t & R ESB TR A ) - J05 &
BAH L - 2020 4 -

IS, #tHey - (BN EH - —EEEBAESE) - J0 - JEEEE AR R
2020 4 -

16.| 4R« (FEEIAVKTAIE) 210 BEEE » 2005 4F -

17.| MR 1 (REBUERFIEORE— TR EEH G bR AR B E S )

» Ming Studies 63 (April 2011): 18-37 o

18. | GR(PE 4R ¢ (PESE © A0EE S Bori) o 2L AL > 2013 4F -
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19.| Frank Dikotter. Exotic Commodities: Modern Objects and Everyday Life in China. New
York: Columbia University Press, 2007.

20. | #5EmEA 0 O ~ =ASEMERD © T PR (BT B S BT AU B R e AR )

(WsThO - &6 BORHkGE » 2016 4F -

21| 8RR (EFBESG  BEaBEREENE) - B B ARHRMGE > 2020 4 -

22.| Susan L. Mann. Gender and Sexuality in Modern Chinese History. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2011.

23. | Robert Culp. The Power of Print in Modern China: Intellectuals and Industrial Publishing
from the End of Empire to Maoist State Socialism. New York: Columbia University Press,
2019.

24| EER - Fodesk b EECE) 0 26 T —J7HAREE » 2003 4 -

25. | Sl RAEEL - (BT AL KoUE 1 1970-2000) - FA © A-HORER R » 2002
ﬁz o

26. | EH - AR - (EBEW - BENSMHESUE) o B ARAREMAR - 2003
_/E’z o

27.| Yiu-Wai Chu. Hong Kong Cantopop: A Concise History. Hong Kong: Hong Kong
University Press, 2017.
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