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Form 2B 
 

City University of Hong Kong 
 

Information on the AIS6013 Thesis Course 
offered by Department of Asian and International Studies 

with effect from Semester B in 2014/2015  
(applicable to cohort 2011 & thereafter) 

 

 
Part I 
 

Course Title: Thesis 

Course Code: AIS6013 

Course Duration: Two semester (Semester B and Summer Term) * 

Credit Units: 6 

Level:  P6 

Medium of Instruction:  English 

Prerequisites: (Course Code and Title)  
AIS5026 Research Design for the Social Sciences 
(with pre-requisite, effective 2011-12) 

Precursors: (Course Code and Title) N/A 

Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and Title)  N/A 

Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and Title) N/A 

 
* This is a dissertation-type course as defined in City University’s Academic Regulations for 
Taught Postgraduate Degrees (AR12.4).  The maximum duration of the course is 3 semesters 
plus a summer term, after which no further extension can be permitted.  As set out in City 
University’s Academic Regulations, dissertation-type courses cannot be repeated. 
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Part II 
 
Course Abstract and Aims 
 
This course aims to guide students in the planning, implementation and write-up of a 
substantial independent research project, exploring one of the themes from their studies of 
Asian and International issues (chosen by the student in consultation with the supervisor). 
Before undertaking this course students must have first completed AIS5026 Research Design 
for the Social Sciences, with a minimum grade of B+. The Master’s thesis is an opportunity 
for students to draw on new knowledge gained from MA coursework, previous knowledge 
derived from undergraduate studies and design a project that entails original discovery and 
innovation. 
 
Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 

No. CILOs Weighting (if 
applicable) 

1. formulate a research plan   

2. summarize results and conclusions from previous studies  

3. present analysis and data or findings effectively  

 
Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs. Final details 
will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course) 

 

CILO No. TLAs Hours/week (if 
applicable) 

1- 3 Individual consultations with the supervisor; independent 
planning, analysis, research, and elaboration of findings by 
the student, with feedback from the supervisor 

 

2 Reading and research  

1-3  Thesis writing  

 
Assessment Tasks/Activities 
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs. Final details 
will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course) 
 

CILO No. Type of Assessment Tasks/Activities Weighting (if applicable) Remarks 

1-3 Thesis (10-12,000 words) 100%  
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Grading of Student Achievement:  Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic Regulations 
for Taught Postgraduate Degrees. 
 
Grading pattern: Standard (A+, A, A-….F). Grading is based on student performance in 
assessment tasks/activities. 

Letter Grade Grading criteria in relation to CILOs 

A-/A/A+ an excellent project; evidence that the author has a theoretically 
sophisticated understanding of the topic, broad range of sources with clear 
examples of advanced research skills, very polished writing with no spelling 
or grammatical errors and a clear mastery of English. Would be capable of 
higher level studies. 

B-/B/B+ A very good effort, good use of theories to support analysis.  Strong 
research and writing skills 

C-/C/C+ 
 

documentation, analysis, writing, use of concepts, referencing, and research 
effort are mostly adequate for a passing grade, but with enough flaws and 
shortcomings that it cannot be judged to be ‘good’ or ‘very good’. 

D barely a pass. Many serious flaws and shortcomings in the research and 
presentation of results. 

F does not demonstrate the minimum research effort and documentation; or 
plagiarism. 

 
Part III 
 
Keyword Syllabus 
research methods, literature review, analysis, argumentation, thesis 
 
After initial discussion of the student’s preferred topic with the supervisor, the student will 
be required to prepare a substantial proposal as a basis for further discussion. The course 
will focus on the relevant analytical frameworks, on gathering of relevant data or 
comparable case studies, analysis of the variables or context, implications, and effective 
presentation. Students and supervisors will meet weekly or biweekly to discuss progress, 
issues, and problems.   
 
Recommended Reading 
Readings depend on the topic and will be decided in consultation with the supervisor. 
Students will prepare for the project by compiling a detailed and annotated list of articles, 
books, films, and web-based items, to provide the material needed for the thesis.  Work on 
this list will be discussed regularly with the supervisor.  
 
 


