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No. of Credit Units:  3 

 

Level:  P5 

 

Medium of Instruction: English 

 

Prerequisites: Nil 

 

Precursors: None 

 

Equivalent Courses: None 
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Part II  

 

1. Course Aims: 

 

The course aims to qualify the students with a profound understanding of the main issues 

involved in the government of large metropolis, urban regions and cities in a worldwide and 

comparative perspective. From the examination of the principal concepts and theoretical 

approaches, to the analysis of specific cases, the course provides a critical as well as a 

constructive review of the metropolitan governance. On the one hand, the students should 

learn the distinction between different socio-spatial scales, local and supra-municipal 

institutions, global flows, social actors and coalitions, types of planning, local welfare 

policies and urban changes. On the other hand, both urban politics and the context of 

socio-spatial inequalities are studied from the standpoint of the local democracy, the 

empowerment of social movements and diverse political innovations in order to manage the 

inherent complexity of large metropolis. 
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2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 
No. CILOs Weighting (if applicable) 

1. Summarise the major socio-political and socio-spatial dimensions 

involved in the government of large metropolis  

20% 

2. Implement an original and consistent theoretical approach 

regarding the management of socio-political and socio-spatial 

conflicts in large metropolis   

20% 

3. Apply the acquired knowledge from theories and empirical cases 

to  research and manage a particular metropolitan policy, plan, 

project or practice of urban change 

30% 

4. Present their ideas, proposals, innovations and achievements 

clearly, systematically and critically, both in verbal and written 

forms 

30% 

 

3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 

(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to facilitate students’ achievement of 

the CILOs. Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in 

this course) 

 
CILO No. TLAs Hours/week (if applicable) 

1, 2, 3 Lectures: identify key issues, outline major theoretical 

frameworks and present empirical cases for the analysis of 

metropolitan governance 

2 hours per week 

1, 2, 3, 4 Student Presentations: develop students’ capacity in 

identifying and arguing in favour of an original theoretical 

standpoint regarding metropolitan governance 
2 hours per week every other week 

1, 2, 4 Class discussion: enhances debates and the assessment of 

competing theories according to specific readings; 

develops students’ communication skills 

1, 2, 3 Essay Writing: advances students’ ability in integrating 

information, develops analytic and communication skills 
 

1, 2, 3 Readings: two articles or book chapters per week to 

broaden their understanding of the literature, theories and 

policies. 

 

 

4. Assessment Tasks/Activities 

(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to assess how well the students achieve 

the CILOs. Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in 

this course) 

 
CILO No. Type of Assessment Tasks/Activities Weighting  

(if applicable) 
Remarks 

1, 2, 4 Term paper (3000-3500 Words) 60%  

2, 3, 4 Research & Policy proposal (1000-1500 Words) 40%  
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5. Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic 

Regulations for Taught Postgraduate Degrees. All marks and grades are subject to 

approval by the Assessment Panel. 

 
Letter Grade Grading criteria in relation to CILOs 

A+ 

A 

A-  

Demonstrating comprehensive, in-depth understanding of the major 

socio-political and socio-spatial dimensions involved in the government of large 

metropolis and able to offer a clear, original and critical analysis of such issues 

and related policies 
B+ 

B 

B-  

Demonstrating good understanding of major socio-political and socio-spatial 

dimensions involved in the government of large metropolis and able to offer a 

clear, original and critical analysis of such issues and related policies 
C+ 

C 

C-  

Demonstrating an adequate understanding of major socio-political and 

socio-spatial dimensions involved in the government of large metropolis and 

able to offer a clear, original and critical analysis of such issues and related 

policies 
D Offer partial but inadequate understanding of major socio-political and 

socio-spatial dimensions involved in the government of large metropolis and not 

able to offer a clear, original and critical analysis of such issues and related 

policies 
F Fail to offer partial but inadequate understanding of major socio-political and 

socio-spatial dimensions involved in the government of large metropolis and not 

able to offer a clear, original and critical analysis of such issues and related 

policies 

 

Part III 

 

Keyword Syllabus 
 
1/ Socio-spatial scales and the political economy of globalisation. 2/ Urban politics, modes of 

governance, local democracy and city-State relationships: main concepts and theoretical approaches. 

3/ Urban regimes, local development, the city as a growth machine and entrepreneurialism. 4/ Land 

policies, urban planning, taxes and the local welfare State. 5/ Processes of urban expansion, 

restructuring and renewal. 6/ Processes of gentrification, surveillance, redistribution and the 

reproduction of socio-spatial inequalities. 7/ Urban movements, contentious politics, citizen 

participation and everyday forms of survival and resistance. 8/ The right to the city and the question 

of the urban commons. 9/ The metropolitan government of class, gender and ethnicity. 10/ Governing 

the slums, homelessness, informal economy and urban poverty. 11/ Public-private partnerships and 

privatisations. 12/ Metropolitan institutions, inter-municipal coordination, elections, accountability 

and legitimacy. 13/ Participatory budgets, good urban policies and democratic innovation in 

metropolitan governance.       
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Online Resources 

 

Research Committee 21 on Sociology of Urban and Regional Development of the 

International Sociological Association 

http://www.rc21.org 

 

Antipode Foundation 

http://antipodefoundation.org/  

 

European Consortium for Political Research 

http://www.ecpr.eu/  

http://www.rc21.org/
http://antipodefoundation.org/
http://www.ecpr.eu/

