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City University of Hong Kong 

 

Information on a Course 
offered by Department of Chinese and History 

with effect from Semester B in 2014-2015 

 

 

Part I 

 

Course Title: Selected Readings in Sinology 

Course Code: CAH5705 

Course Duration: One Semester 

Credit Units: 3 

Level:  P5 

Medium of Instruction:  English/Putonghua and English/Cantonese (2 

clusters)  

Medium of Assessment:  English/Chinese 

Prerequisites:  Nil 

Precursors:  Nil 

Equivalent Courses:  CTL5705 Selected Readings in Sinology 

Exclusive Courses:  Nil 

 

 

Part II  

 

Course Aims 
This course aims to introduce students to a critical examination of important works of 

Sinology from Europe, America, Japan and/or Korea. It seeks to provide an 

understanding of their fundamental viewpoint, methodological approach and 

contribution to the field. Through this study, students will be able to discover the 

ways in which Chinese scholarship was approached by overseas scholars, to critically 

evaluate such works, and to gain a comparative approach in their own studies of 

Chinese culture. 

 

Form 2B 
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Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 

No. CILOs Weighting (if 

applicable) 

1. Demonstrate an overview of the major historical 

trends and periods in Sinology and China-related 

research in Europe, America, Japan and/or Korea, 

and an appreciation of the ways in which these 

have reflected or motivated broader cross-cultural 

contact between the societies in question. 

40% 

2. Identify key trends, key issues, and key figures in 

the development of Sinology in different cultural 

contexts. 

20% 

3. Analyze, at an advanced level, issues in the 

research literature relating to Chinese language, 

literature, history and thought in each historical 

period. 

20% 

4. Evaluate critically the strengths and weaknesses 

of certain key works and their contents in a 

comparative approach to foster students’ 

self-discovery for their own cultural identity. 

20% 

 

Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 

(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to facilitate students’ achievement of 

the CILOs. Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance 

in this course) 

 

CILO 

No. 

TLAs Hours/week (if 

applicable) 

CILO 

1-4 

Lecture will introduce important works of 

Sinology from Europe, America, Japan 

and/or Korea. It will be conducted in a 

seminar-style in which active student 

participation will be required to encourage 

critical enquiry and communication. 

2 hours  

Total: 26 hours 

CILO 

1-4 

Group discussion, presentations and debates 

will involve students in active learning 

through interaction and reflection. 

1 hour  

Total: 13 hours 
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Assessment Tasks/Activities 

(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to assess how well the students 

achieve the CILOs. Final details will be provided to students in their first week of 

attendance in this course) 

 

CILO 

No. 

Type of Assessment Tasks/Activities Weighting (if 

applicable) 

Remarks 

CILO 

1-4 

One individual paper (7,000 – 8,000 

words): to assess students’ critical ability 

in understanding the importance and 

significant of the great works of sinology 

in Eastern and/or Western world. 

45%  

CILO 

1-4 

Group presentation: to assess students’ 

understanding on the knowledge of 

Eastern and/or Western great works of 

sinology and the characteristics of the 

field. 

30%  

CILO 

1-4 

Participation: includes students’ 

attendance of both lectures and tutorials, 

and their participation in discussions 

during tutorials. It is also an evaluation of 

the preparatory work that students should 

do before they attend the tutorials. 

Students failed to attend at least 80% of 

the lectures and tutorials will be failed in 

the whole course. 

25%  

 

 

Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic 

Regulations for Taught Postgraduate Degrees. 

 

Grading pattern: Standard (A+, A, A-, … F). Grading is based on student performance 

in assessment tasks/activities. 

 

Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this 

course. 

 

Excellent 

A+ A A- 

Good 

B+ B B- 

Adequate 

C+ C C- 

Marginal 

D 

1. Excellent 

command of 

specific 

historical 

knowledge 

about certain 

topics in 

1. Good command of 

specific historical 

knowledge about 

certain topic in 

Sinology.   

2. Good understanding 

of key issues in 

1. Adequate command 

of the course 

content. 

2. A certain degree of 

understanding of 

key issues in certain 

particular topic in 

1. Familiarity with the 

subject matter. 

2. Marginal command 

of course materials, 

with the ability to 

describe a few 

important issues in 



  

CAH5705 4 
 

Sinology at an 

advanced level. 

2. Excellent 

understanding 

of key issues in 

certain 

particular 

topics in 

Sinology at an 

advanced level. 

3. Excellent 

demonstration 

of research 

skills as well as 

critical ability 

in achieving 

independent 

views. 

4. Excellent 

presentation 

skills to 

demonstrate an 

understanding 

of key concepts 

and issues of 

certain 

particular topic 

in Sinology at 

an advanced 

level. 

  

certain particular 

topic in Sinology. 

3. Good demonstration 

of research skills as 

well as critical 

ability in achieving 

independent views. 

4. Good presentation 

skills to demonstrate 

an understanding of 

key concepts and 

issues of certain 

particular topic in 

Sinology. 

Chinese culture.  

3. Fair demonstration 

of research skills as 

well as critical 

ability in achieving 

independent views. 

4. Acceptable 

presentation skills to 

demonstrate an 

understanding of 

key concepts and 

issues of certain 

particular topic in 

Sinology. 

certain particular 

topic in Sinology. 

3. Marginal ability and 

skills in conducting 

research work and in 

presentation.  

4. Marginally 

acceptable 

presentation skills to 

demonstrate an 

understanding of key 

concepts and issues 

of certain particular 

topic in Sinology. 

 

Part III 

 

Keyword Syllabus 

European Sinology; American Sinology; Japanese Sinology; Korean Sinology; 

Japanese study of Confucian classics; Bibliography; Comparative literature; 

Comparative history. 
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Recommended Reading 

Text(s) 

Barrett, T.H., Singular Listlessness: A Short History of Chinese Books and British  

Scholars, London: Wellsweep, 1989. 

He, Yin 何寅 and Xu Guanghua 許光華 (chief eds.), Guowai Hanxue Shi 國外漢 

學史, Shanghai: Shanghai Waiyu Jiaoyu Chubanshe, 2000. 

Mungello, David E., Curious land: Jesuit Accommodation and the Origins of  

Sinology, Stuttgart: Franz Steiner, 1985. 

Wilson, Ming, and John Cayley, eds., Europe Studies China: Papers from an  

International Conference on the History of European Sinology, London: 

Han Shan Tang Books, 1995. 

Zhang, Longxi, Mighty Opposites: From Dichotomies to Differences in the  

Comparative Study of China, Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1998. 

 

李慶《日本漢學史》           （上海外語教育出版社, 2002 年） 

礪波護・藤井譲治《京大東洋学百年》 （京都大学学術出版会，2002 年） 

宮崎市定《九品官人法研究》     （中央公論社，1997年） 

藤野岩友《巫系文学論》       （大学書房，1969年） 

平岡武夫《経書の成立》       （創文社，1998年） 

清水茂 《中国目録学》       （筑摩書房，1995年） 

吉川忠夫《中国人の宗教意識》    （創文社，1998年） 

川合康三《中国の自伝文学》     （創文社，1996年） 

 

Online Resources 
 

Nil 

 

 

 


