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Part I 
 

Course Title: Gender and Development 

Course Code: AIS5308 

Course Duration: One semester 

Credit Units: 3 

Level:  P5 

Medium of Instruction:  English 

Prerequisites: (Course Code and Title)  N/A 

Precursors: (Course Code and Title) N/A 

Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and Title)  AIS5008 Gender, Labour and Human Rights 

Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and Title) N/A 

 
Part II  
 
Abstract 
 
This course will provide an overview of gender and development issues through exposure to both 
the theoretical frameworks underlying gendered developmental analysis as well as case studies and 
practical applications.  It will highlight the social construction of gender and its consequences for the 
lives of women in developing countries, as well as different strategies for women’s empowerment. 
Through readings, research, discussions and various in-class activities, students will develop the 
ability to critically analyze development policies and interventions through a gender lens.   
 
Course Aims 
 
The course aims to equip students with an understanding of the interactions between gender and 
development at both a theoretical and practical level. By the end of the semester, students should 
be able to accurately assess the gender implications and impacts of various development policies 
and interventions and be able to work with organizations to enhance gender equity in development 
projects and programmes.  
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Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 
 

No. CILOs Weighting (if 
applicable) 

1. Understanding of the social construction of gender and its 
consequences for the day to day lives of women in developing 
countries. 

 

2. Understanding of the strengths and limitations of different 
strategies for empowering women – such as employment, 
micro-credit and conditional cash transfers. 

 

3. Knowledge of gender analysis and planning for development 
programmes, including tools and techniques commonly used by 
multilateral development agencies and international NGOs. 

 

4. Ability to critically assess the design and implementation of 
development projects and propose modifications to enhance 
gender equity. 

 

 
Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs. 
Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course) 
 

CILO No TLAs Hours/week (if 
applicable) 

CILO 1-4 Lectures: the instructor will present an overview of every topic, 
introducing relevant concepts and issues that will be further 
expanded on and analyzed in the assigned readings and class 
discussions 

Every week 

CILO 1-4 Group presentation of readings: in each class, one group will 
make a presentation highlighting the main issues raised in the 
assigned reading/s. Each group will present twice during the 
semester. 

Every week, 
except Week 1 

CILO 1-4 Discussion of readings: students will be expected to come to 
class familiar with the assigned reading/s for the topic and able 
to analyze and discuss the related issues. 

Every week, 
except Week 1 

CILO 1-4 In-class activities: learning activities which address the practical 
aspects of integrating gender concerns into development 
interventions 

Most weeks 

CILO 1-4 Group project - presentations and report: the details of the 
group project will be discussed in class. Each group will make a 
short presentation of its main findings to the entire class and will 
also submit a written report.  

Weeks 11, 12 
and 13 -
presentations  

CILO 1-4  Term paper: by the end of the semester, each student must 
submit a research paper critically analyzing an issue related to 
gender and development. 

Submission at 
end of 
semester 
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Assessment Tasks/Activities 
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs. 
Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course) 
 

CILO No. Type of Assessment Tasks/Activities Weighting (if 
applicable) 

Remarks 

1-4 Participation in class activities and discussions 25%  

1-4 Group presentation of readings 10%  

1-4 Term paper (individual)  30%  

1-4 Group project: project report and presentation 35%  

 
Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic Regulations for 
Taught Postgraduate Degrees. 
 

A-/A/A+ Demonstration of excellent understanding of issues pertaining to the social 
construction of gender, the strengths and limitations of different strategies used to 
empower women in developing countries and excellent ability to critically assess the 
design and implementation of development interventions from a gender 
perspective.  

B-/B/B+ Demonstration of good to very good understanding of issues pertaining to the social 
construction of gender, the strengths and limitations of different strategies used to 
empower women in developing countries and good to very good ability to critically 
assess the design and implementation of development interventions from a gender 
perspective. 

C-/C/C+ 
 

Demonstration of basic understanding of issues pertaining to the social construction 
of gender, the strengths and limitations of different strategies used to empower 
women in developing countries and basic ability to critically assess the design and 
implementation of development interventions from a gender perspective. 

D Demonstration of borderline understanding of issues pertaining to the social 
construction of gender, the strengths and limitations of different strategies used to 
empower women in developing countries and borderline ability to critically assess 
the design and implementation of development interventions from a gender 
perspective. 

F Failure to demonstrate understanding of issues pertaining to the social construction 
of gender and the strengths and limitations of different strategies used to empower 
women in developing countries. Quality of term paper and of participation in class 
discussions and activities is unacceptable. 

 
Part III 
 
Keyword Syllabus 
 
Social construction of gender; gender relations; intra-household inequality; gendered patterns of 
production, distribution and consumption; global commodity chains; patriarchy; men and 
masculinity; women’s sexual and reproductive rights; strategies for women’s empowerment; women 
and work; gender and micro-credit; conditional cash transfers; women’s political participation; 
gender analysis; gender planning and policy tools.  
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