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Part I 
 

Course Title: 
Course Code: 

Politics & Social Movements in Developing Asia 

AIS5300 

Course Duration: One semester 

Credit Units: 3 

Level:  P5 

Medium of Instruction:  English 

Prerequisites: (Course Code and Title)  NIL 

Precursors: (Course Code and Title) NIL 

Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and Title)  
AIS5000 Social Movements and the Development 
Process 

Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and Title) NIL 

 
Part II  
 
Abstract: 
 

This course concerns politics and social movements in developing country contexts. The 
course is particularly interested in the development of political institutions and the tensions 
that emerge within and around these institutions under conditions characteristic of 
developing countries. The course explores the nature, determinants, dynamics, and effects 
of social movements and other forms of unconventional politics that are observed in 
development contexts. Particular attention is given to the formal of counter-hegemonic 
movements aimed at achieving more transparent and accountable governance.   
 
Course Aims: 
 

The course first explores the attributes of politics, social movements, and other forms of 
unconventional politics typically observed in development contexts. The course aims to 
introduce theoretical perspectives on politics, social movements and explores critiques of 
these perspectives based on case-based materials drawn from East Asia. The course 
provides students a thematically organised survey of politics and social movements. 
Particular attention will be given to contemporary instances of social movements (local, 
national, and transnational) and their bearing on development processes and outcomes 
across and within East Asian development contexts, past and present.   
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Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 

No. CILOs 

1. Explain major concepts theoretical treatments of politics and social 
movements under conditions of late development, particularly in Asia  

2. Articulate major theorizations of political development with particular 
attention to ‘civil society,’ ‘the public sphere,’ ‘contestation,’ and ‘repression’ 

3. Extend concepts and theories listed in CILOs 1 and 2 to the analysis of social 
movements and unconventional politics in select countries or thematic areas 

4. Demonstrate a studied grasp of politics in late-developing East Asian contexts 
and an ability to communicate in nuanced terms on the subject  

5. Understand how social movement theories and approaches are relevant to the design 
and implementation of grassroots development projects; 

6. Anticipate constraints and challenges state agencies, international organizations, 
NGOs and social movements encounter in their relations with each other  

 
3. Teaching and learning Activities (TLAs) 

(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs. Final 
details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course) 

 

CILO TLAs 

1-3 Lectures on various theoretical approaches and frameworks  

1-3 Discussion of the lecture and reading materials 

4-6 Case based-discussions of social movements and unconventional politics 

5,6 Lectures by community development management agencies in the region 

 
4. Assessment Tasks/Activities 

(designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs) 
 

CILO  Type of Assessment Tasks/Activities Weighting Remarks 

1- 2,4 Weekly assignments and participation 50%   

1-6 Research Paper 50%  
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5. Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic 
Regulations for Taught Postgraduate Degrees. 

 
Grading pattern: Standard (A+, A, A-….F). Grading is based on student performance in 
assessment tasks/activities. 
 

Letter 
Grade 

Grading criteria in relation to CILOs 

A-/A/A+ Demonstrates high level of conceptual thinking reflected in discussion groups, 
written work, and participation. Evidence of ability to fully comprehend and 
critique lecture and reading material. Student is able to form sophisticated 
arguments and drawn insightful conclusions. For example, an A range student 
would be able to clearly identify the key aspects of the Development Studies issues 
and case studies under review as well as be able to apply the different theoretical 
models in a clear and precise manner. 

B-/B/B+ Demonstrates good ability to think conceptually and to perform in discussion 
groups, written work, and participation. Student is able to form plausible 
arguments and reasonably convincing conclusions. At this level a student should be 
able to identify the major aspects of the issues and case studies used and have a 
broad understanding of the theories that underpin them, as outlined in the CILOs. 

C-/C/C+ 
 

Demonstrates incomplete/marginal ability to analyze material presented in lectures 
and discussion groups. While the student has attended class, performance has been 
below class average. A C range student may have only a general understanding of 
Development Studies cases.  They may appreciate how the major issues in the field 
are expressed but would not show sustained evidence of the theoretical 
underpinnings and other more abstract material, as outlined in the CILOs. 

D Indicates that the student has comprehended little of the material presented in 
lectures, discussion groups and written work as intended by the CILOs. The student 
was peripheral to the class participation and discussions following the 
presentations. The term paper, if submitted, has been of a low standard. 

F Indicates that through poor learning or lack of effort, the student has failed to 
demonstrate even a minimal capacity to analyze concepts and theories behind 
issues reviewed as outlined in the CILOs. The students has failed even to attend 
most classes and participated very poorly. Written work, if submitted, has been of a 
poor standard or plagiarized.  
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Part III   
 
Keyword Syllabus: 
Political development; political order; Political opportunity structure, mobilizing structure, political 
process model, grievances, movement of madness, claimant, scale shift, polity model, contentious 
politics, rooted cosmopolitan, transnational advocacy network, network, meso-mobilization, 
collective action, framing process, injustice frame, agency frame, collective identity frame, frame 
alignment; labor movements; environmental movements; identity politics; internet activism 
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