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Part I 
 

Course Title: Women and Politics in Asia 

Course Code: AIS5051 

Course Duration: One semester 

Credit Units: 3 

Level:  P5 

Medium of Instruction:  English 

Prerequisites: (Course Code and Title)  Nil 

Precursors: (Course Code and Title) Nil 

Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and Title)  Nil 

Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and Title) Nil 

 
 
Part II  
 
Abstract 
 
Asian women are underrepresented in politics and governance despite notable gains 
exemplified by the rise of such prominent female leaders as Cory Aquino, Gloria 
Macapagal-arroyo, Aung San Suu Kyi, Megawati Soekarnoputri, and most recently Park 
Guen-hae. There is a prevailing perception that Asian women –especially those highly 
educated or from powerful families – can do well politically or even better than their male 
counterparts. In contrast, there is little understanding of how women strive and succeed as 
political leaders in the region. This course is to familiarize students with a broad range of 
issues involving women and politics, such as women’s political participation, the history of 
women’s movements, political divisions among women, and what we mean when we refer 
to “women’s issues.”  
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Course Aims 
 
This course aims to introduce to students a range of issues involving women and politics, 
including women’s political participation and representation, the history of women’s 
movements and political divisions among women. Because women’s involvement in the 
political arena is informed by their roles and status in society at large, the course will also 
examine sociological, economic, and feminist research on such topics as gender, youth, 
class, power, inequality, discrimination, and employment practices. It also looks into the 
recent developments in women’s political advancement in Asia’s politics and governance. It 
does so by examining the impact of broad changes, such as democratic reforms, economic 
transformation, and social turmoil, on women’s political representation in the day-to-day 
decision making and implementation.  
 
This course offers students a rigorous and comparative historical exploration of gender and 
politics in Asia and to explore the significance of gender in politics of the past, present, and 
future. The course also examines various factors contributing to Asian women’s political 
advancement. The course will train students to be able to analyse problems concerning 
gender and politics in Asia and beyond.  
 
 
Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 
 

No. CILOs Weighting (if 
applicable) 

1. Understand the politics of gender and engage in 
sociological and feminist discourses about gender and 
women 

 

2. Examine politics and political issues from a gender 
perspective 

 

3. Understand how social hierarchies of race, gender, 
class, ethnicity and sexual orientation are interrelated 

 

4. Discover and analyse social problems that we face in 
our everyday lives from the gender-centred 
perspectives 

 

5. Demonstrate an ability to independently analyse 
problems concerning the politics of gender and 
gender in Asia’s and global politics 
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Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the 
CILOs. Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this 
course.) 
 

CILO 
No. 

TLAs Hours/week (if 
applicable) 

CILO 
1-5 

Lectures, Seminars and discussions, Case Study and 
presentations, Documentaries and films, 
symposiums 

 

 

 

Assessment Tasks/Activities 
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to assess how well the students achieve the 
CILOs. Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this 
course.) 
 

CILO No. Type of Assessment 
Tasks/Activities 

Weighti
ng (if 
applica
ble) 

Remarks 

CILO 1-5 Online and offline discussions 20%  

CILO 1-5 Two short essays 20%  

CILO 1-5 Mid-term quiz 30%  

CILO 1-5 Case study and presentation 30%  
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Grading of Student Achievement:  Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic 
Regulations for Taught Postgraduate Degrees. 
 
Grading pattern: Standard (A+, A, A-…F). Grading is based on student performance in 
assessment tasks/activities. 
  

Letter 
Grade 

Grade criteria in relation to CILOs 

A+/A/A-  Demonstrates high level of conceptual thinking reflected in discussion groups, 
written work, and participation. Evidence of ability of fully comprehend and 
critique lecture and reading material. Student is able to form sophisticated 
arguments and drawn insightful conclusions. For example, an A range student 
would be able to clearly identify the key aspects of women studies issues and 
case studies under review. 

B+/B/B-  Demonstrates good ability to think conceptually and to perform in discussion 
groups, written work, and participation. Student is able to form plausible 
arguments and reasonably convincing conclusions. At this level a student 
should be able to identify the major aspects of the issues and case studies used 
and have a board understanding of the theories that underpin them. 

C+/C/C-  Demonstrates incomplete/marginal ability to analyse material presented in 
lectures and discussion groups. While the student has attended class, 
performance has been below class average. A C range student may have only a 
general understanding of women and politics and related issues. They may 
appreciate the major issues in the field but would not show sustained evidence 
of theoretical understandings and ability of applying them in cases under 
review. 

D Indicates that the student has comprehended little of the material presented in 
lectures, discussion groups and written work as intended by the CILOs. The 
student was peripheral to the class participation and discussions. The term 
paper, if submitted, has been a low standard. 

F Indicates that through poor learning or lack of effort, the student has failed to 
demonstrate even a minimal capacity to analyse concepts and theories behind 
issues reviewed as outlined in the CILOs. The student has failed even to attend 
most classes and participated very poorly. Written work, if submitted, has been 
of a poor standard or plagiarized. 
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Part III 
 
Keyword Syllabus 
Women, gender, power, politics, governance, political office, elections, women’s movement, 
political advancement, political empowerment, intersectionality, culture, social mobility, 
comparative historical analysis, Asia 
 
Recommended Reading Text(s) 
Roces, Mina & Edwards, Louise, 2000, “Contesting gender narratives, 1970-2000,” Mina 
Roces & Louise Edwards (eds.), Women in Asia: Tradition, modernity and globalization, Ann 
Arbor: the University of Michigan Press, 1-15. 

Stivens, Malia, 2000, “Becoming modern in Malaysia: women at the end of the twentieth 
century,” Mina Roces & Louise Edwards (eds.), Women in Asia: Tradition, modernity and 
globalization, Ann Arbor: the University of Michigan Press, 16-38. 

Chan, Jasmine, 2000, “The status of women in a patriarchal state: the case of Singapore,” 
Mina Roces & Louise Edwards (eds.), Women in Asia: Tradition, modernity and globalization, 
Ann Arbor: the University of Michigan Press, 39-58. 

Edwards, Louise, 2000, “Women in the People’s Republic of China: new challenges to the 
grand gender narrative,” Mina Roces & Louise Edwards (eds.), Women in Asia: Tradition, 
modernity and globalization, Ann Arbor: the University of Michigan Press, 59-84. 

Robinson, Kathryn, 2000, “Indonesian women – from Orde Baru to Reformasi,” Mina Roces 
& Louise Edwards (eds.), Women in Asia: Tradition, modernity and globalization, Ann Arbor: 
the University of Michigan Press, 139-169. 

Tipton, Elise K., 2000, “Being women in Japan 1970-2000,” Mina Roces & Louise Edwards 
(eds.), Women in Asia: Tradition, modernity and globalization, Ann Arbor: the University of 
Michigan Press, 208-228. 

Chiang, Lan-hung Nora, 2000, “Women in Taiwan: linking economic prosperity and women’s 
progress,” Mina Roces & Louise Edwards (eds.), Women in Asia: Tradition, modernity and 
globalization, Ann Arbor: the University of Michigan Press, 229-246. 

Limanonda, Bhassorn, 2000, “Exploring women’s status in contemporary Thailand,” Mina 
Roces & Louise Edwards (eds.), Women in Asia: Tradition, modernity and globalization, Ann 
Arbor: the University of Michigan Press, 247-264. 

Ungar, Esta, 2000, “Re-gendering Vietnam: from militant to market socialism,” Mina Roces 
& Louise Edwards (eds.), Women in Asia: Tradition, modernity and globalization, Ann Arbor: 
the University of Michigan Press, 291-317. 

Ong, Aihwa, & Peletz, Michael G., (eds.), 1995, Bewitching Women, Pious Men: Gender and 
Body Politics in Southeast Asia, Berkeley & London: University of California Press. 

Edwards, Louise & Roces, Mina, (eds.), 2000, Women in Asia: Tradition, modernity and 
globalisation, Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press. 
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Bulbeck, Chilla, 2009, Sex, Love and Feminism in the Asia Pacific: A cross-cultural study of 
young people’s attitudes, Abingdon & N.Y.: Routledge. 

Burghoorn, Wil, Iwanaga, Kazuki, Milwertz, Cecilia, & Wang, Qi, (eds.), Gender Politics in Asia: 
Women Manoeuvring within Dominant Gender Orders, Copenhagen: NIAS Press. 

Hudson, Chris, 2013, Beyond the Singapore Girl: Discourses of Gender and Nation in 
Singapore, Copenhagen: NIAS Press. 

Gills, Dong-Sook S. & Piper, Nicola, (eds.), 2002, Women and Work in Globalising Asia, 
London & N.Y.: Routledge. 

Broadbent, Kaye & Ford, Michele, (eds.), 2008, Women and Labour Organizing in Asia: 
Diversity, autonomy and activism, London & N.Y.: Routledge. 

Siu, Helen F., (ed.), 2010, Merchants’ Daughters: Women, Commerce, and Regional Culture 
in South China, Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press. 

Blackburn, Susan, (ed.), 2001, Love, sex and power: Women in Southeast Asia, Clayton: 
Monash Asia Institute. 

Parker, Lyn, (ed.), 2005, The Agency of women in Asia, Singapore: Marshall Cavendish. 

Nurmila, Nina, 2009, Women, Islam and Everyday Life: Renegotiating polygamy in Indonesia, 
London & N.Y.: Routledge. 

Milwertz, Cecilia, 2002, Beijing Women Organizing for Change: A New Wave of the Chinese 
Women’s Movement, Copenhagen: NIAS Press. 

Fleschenberg, Andrea, & Derichs, Claudia, (eds.), 2011, Women and Politics in Asia: A 
Springboard for Democracy?, Zürich: LIT. 

Lilja, Mona, 2008, Power, Resistance and Women Politicians in Cambodia: Discourses of 
Emancipation, Copenhagen: NIAS Press. 

Iwanaga, Kazuki, (ed.), 2008, Women’s Political Participation and Representation in Asia: 
Obstacles and Challenges, Copenhagen: NIAS Press. 

Rydstrøm, Helle, (ed.), 2010, Gendered Inequalities in Asia: Configuring, Contesting and 
Recognizing Women and Men, Copenhagen: NIAS Press. 

 
Online Resources 
 
Journals available at City University’s Library: 
Signs 
Women: a cultural review 
Women’s Studies 
Journal of Asian Studies 
Journal of Contemporary Asia 
Journal of Southeast Asian Studies 
SOJOURN 
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South East Asia Research 
Asian Pacific Viewpoint 
 
Films and documentaries: 
“Mississippi Masala” (1989)  
“This Is My Life” (1992)  
“The Story of Qui Ju” (1993)  
“The Joy Luck Club” (1993)  
“Muriel’s wedding” (1995)  
“Secrets and Lies” (1996)  
“Girls Town” (1997)  
“Lola Run Lola” (1999)  
“Xiu Xiu The Sent-Down Girl” (1999)  
“Boys Don’t Cry” (2000)  
“The codes of gender” (2009) 
“Half the sky” (2012) 
 
 


