
   
 
 
 
 
Dear JCC Community, 
 
The New Year is off to a flying  start at JCC as you will see from our Departmental updates below. Research 
outputs from all departments are excellent, research grant success is being achieved and the calibre of our One-
Health research is being recognised internationally by publications in top quartile (A+) journals, the large 
numbers of top 2% scientists among us and various other accolades. Congratulations, are in order especially for 
Prof. Huang Yu, who has been elected as a Fellow of the British Pharmacological Society (BPS) in 2023 in 
recognition of his research and contributions in pharmacological science. 
 
Hot on the heels of his keynote presentation at the Global Consultation on African Swine Fever (ASF) Control 
summit in Rome, a joint initiative of the FAO and World Organisation for Animal Health, the Director of City 
University’s Centre for Applied One Health Research and Policy Advice, Prof. Dirk Pfeiffer (PH Department) 
featured prominently in local and international media, addressing the complex issues faced by the pork industry 
dealing with ASF. 
 
I am excited about what 2024 has in store for the JCC. It will see us collaborate on the internal-fit out of the 
Jockey Club One-Health Tower, our new home, and moving into it, in two phases, in Q4 2024 and Q1 2025. This 
year also marks the 30th anniversary year of City University’s status as a University (previously it was a 
polytechnic), and the finale of this event, in 2025 will be an international One-Health Summit, hosted in the new 
One Health Tower in collaboration with Times Higher Education. 
 
  
Best Wishes. 
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News From JCC and Our Departments 

Neuroscience 

Research (included new awards, new publications, new successful external grants, etc.) 

  

• Prof Eddie Ma published a paper in Neuron which has been 
selected as a Featured Article. Prof. Ma’s research group reveals 
that ionizing radiation induces intrinsic growth of injured 
neurons and Fmn2 downregulation. Fmn2 deletion enhances 
microtubule dynamics, axon regeneration, and function 
recovery. Using gene signature of Fmn2 deletion identifies FDA-
approved metaxalone recapitulating growth-promoting effects 
of Fmn2 deletion for peripheral nerve injury.  
Link to the article 

 

• Nature Reviews Neuroscience highlights their recent paper in 
Neuron as a short news story.  
Link to the article 

 

Staff 

  

Professor Zhitao Hu recently joined the Department of Neuroscience as 
Associate Professor. 
 
Professor Hu received his BSc and PhD from Huazhong University of Science and 
Technology. He was previously an Associate Professor at Queensland Brain 
Institute, University of Queensland. 
 
Professor Hu’s research focuses on the molecular and cellular mechanisms of 
synaptic 
transmission, with the long-term goal being to understand how synaptic 
transmission and synaptic plasticity are regulated by the synaptic release 
machinery, and how synaptic dysfunction leads to neurological disorders such 
as autism and epilepsy. 

Biomedical Sciences  

Research (included new awards, new publications, new successful external grants, etc.) 

• Congratulation to Prof Katie Chan who has recently been awarded a new 
external grant of Innovation and Technology Fund (ITF) from Innovation 
and Technology Commission, which the project will commence from 1 
January 2024. 

 

https://www.cell.com/neuron/pdf/S0896-6273(23)00885-1.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41583-023-00791-w


 

• Prof HUANG Yu has been elected as a Fellow of the 
British Pharmacological Society (BPS) in 2023 in 
recognition of his research and contribution in 
pharmacological science. The BPS announced new 
Fellows and Honorary Fellows on 28 November 2023. 
The Society has elected 29 Fellows and awarded 9 
Honorary Fellowships by stating “Our Fellows and 
Honorary Fellows play an incredibly important role in 
the Society. Through their work, they further all 
disciplines of pharmacology in the discovery, 
development and use of medicines. And through their 
leadership, and contribution to Society life, they inspire 
and support members at earlier stages of their career or 
study.” 

• Seven BMS faculty members (Prof. CHENG Shuk Han, Prof. 
HUANG Yu, Prof. LAO Xiangqian, Prof. LO P. C. Gigi, Prof. YANG 
Mengsu (Michael), Prof. YAO Xi, Prof. YIN Huiyong) have recently 
been recognized by Stanford University as part of the world's top 
2% most-cited scientists 2023. This prestigious commendation 
highlights their significant contributions to biomedical research 
and their impact on advancing scientific knowledge. 
Congratulations for their remarkable accomplishments and their 
global recognition. Their work serves as an inspiration to 
researchers and reinforces the institution's pursuit of scientific 
excellence.  

 

• Prof. Huiyong YIN’s team has recently published a paper entitled 
“ALDOB/KAT2A Interactions Epigenetically Modulating TGF-β Expression 
and T Cell Functions in Hepatocellular Carcinogenesis” in Hepatology, an 
A+ journal. These findings unveil a novel mechanism by which a 
metabolic enzyme in tumour cells epigenetically modulates TGF-β 
signalling, enabling cancer cells to evade immune surveillance and 
influence the response to immunotherapy. 

 
 
Event 
• BMS Retreat 2024 took place at Disneyland Hotel on 9 

January 2024, our faculty members, colleagues from 
Technical Office and General Office participated. This 
retreat provided a rejuvenating and enjoyable day for our 
BMS staff, offering them a break from the daily routine and 
providing opportunity for colleagues to connect outside 
workplace. It features team-building discussion and 
sharing, which aims to strengthen relationships among 
colleagues, promote a positive work environment, and 
recharge our colleagues, enhancing collaboration and 
productivity in the workplace. 

 
  

 



Veterinary Clinical Sciences 

Research (included new awards, new publications, new successful external grants, etc.) 

• Choi, Y.R.; Iturriaga, M.P.; Nekouei, O.; Tu, T.; Van Brussel, K.; Barrs, V.R.; Beatty, J.A. Domestic Cat Hepadnavirus 
and Pathogenic Retroviruses; A Sero-Molecular Survey of Cats in Santiago, Chile. Viruses 2024, 16, 46. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/v16010046 

• Beatty, J.A.; Tu, T.; Pesavento, P.A.; Cavasin, J.P.; Chen, M.-C.; Lidbury, J.A.; Steiner, J.M.; Barrs, V.R.; Cullen, J.M. 
Domestic Cat Hepadnavirus and Lymphoma. Viruses 2023, 15, 2294. https://doi.org/10.3390/v15122294 
(Commentary) 

Service 

• Professor Kate Flay presented as an invited speaker at the International Symposium on Animal and Public 
Health, organised by Nanjing Agricultural University on the 15th – 17th December. She spoke about Advancing 
Ruminant Health and Welfare. 

 

Upcoming Events (VCS & CAHW) 
CityU JCC Research Seminar cum CityU CAHW Animal Health &  

Welfare Seminar 
 

 
 

 
CityU CAHW Animal Health & Welfare Seminar 

 

 
 

https://doi.org/10.3390/v16010046
https://doi.org/10.3390/v15122294


Dermatological problems of brachycephalic dogs and how to 
address them by Prof. Stefan Hobi 
February 21, 2024 (Wed), 1-2pm Online 
(More information) 

Trust, help, friendship, and cooperation: positives of the 
animal kingdom by Dr. Debottam Bhattacharjeen 
March 14, 2024 (Thu), 4-5pm Online 
(More information) 

 

Infectious Diseases and Public Health 

Research (included new awards, new publications, new successful external grants, etc.)  
• Prof. Alan McElligott attended an online seminar on 20 Dec 2023 Prof. Alistair Lawrence, University of 

Edinburgh. Title: The relevance of positive animal welfare and creating good lives for animals. Recording: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xX-4u_xoQw 

• Guo, Z., He, Z., Lyu, L., Mao, A., Huang, E., Liu, K.* (2024). Automatic detection of feral pigeons in urban 
environment using deep learning. Animals, 14 (1):159. 

• Wang, X., Chen, B., Yang, R., Liu, K., Cao, M. *, Cuan, K. * (2024). A non-contact and fast estimating method for 
respiration rate of cows using machine vision. Agriculture, 14(1): 40. 

• On December 17th, Dr. Danhe Yang was invited to participate in the "Tourism Multi-Species Ethnography" 
Youth Academic Workshop at the South China University of Technology in Guangzhou. As the main guest 
speaker, she engaged in discussions regarding how multi-species ethnography contributes to the 
comprehension, interpretation, and conceptualization of the harmonious coexistence between humans and 
animals in the realm of tourism. 
In her presentation, approached from an anthropological perspective, Dr.Yang analyzed the conservation and 
eco-tourism development of the Yunnan snub-nosed monkey. She emphasized that, within the contemporary 
discourse, the Yunnan snub-nosed monkey within the local cultural landscape is a dynamic entity molded by 
both internal and external forces stemming from field experiences and the monkey group itself. This dynamic 
process is intricately woven into various temporal and spatial environments. 

• George HODGSON, PhD research student under the supervision of Prof. McELLIGOTT (PH) and Prof. FLAY (VCS), 
attended The Association for the Study of Animal Behaviour Winter 2023 Meeting: Animal Cognition: Pure to 
Applied, in Edinburgh, United Kingdom. 

• Liu T (PH PhD student), Yu J (PH PhD student), Gao Y (PH PhD student), Ma X, Jiang S, Gu Y, Ming Wai Kit (PH). 
Prophylactic Interventions for Hereditary Breast and Ovarian Cancer Risks and Mortality in BRCA1/2 Carriers. 
Cancers. 2023 Dec 24;16(1):103. 

• Zhang J, Yu H, Zheng X, Ming Wai Kit (PH), Lak YS, Tom KC, Lee A, Huang H, Chen W, Lyu J, Deng L. Deep-learning-
based survival prediction of patients with lower limb melanoma. Discover Oncology. 2023 Dec;14(1):1-3. 

• Cao L, Liang S, Yu X, Guan B, Yang Q, Ming Wai Kit (PH), Chen Y(PH PhD student). Change in Mineral Status 
After Bariatric Surgery: a Meta-analysis. Obesity Surgery. 2023 Oct 23:1-25. 

• Yu H, Zhu L, Zhang J, Zheng S, Ming Wai Kit (PH), IP CC, Jiang Y, Chen W, Wu S, Lyu J, Deng L. Joinpoint Regression 
Analysis of Recent Trends In Desmoplastic Malignant Melanoma Incidence And Mortality: 15-Year Multicentre 
Retrospective Study. 

• Wang X, Wu Y, Miao J, Pu K, Ming Wai Kit (PH), Zang S. Factors associated with eating behaviors in older adults 
from a socioecological model perspective. BMC Public Health. 2023 Sep 5;23(1):1726. 

Service 

• Prof. Ming Wai Kit has been appointed by the Chief Executive as a member of the Rehabilitation Advisory 
Committee of the HKSAR government from 1 Jan 
2024. https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202312/29/P2023122900252.htm?fontSize=1  

Media 
Media interview with Prof. Dirk Pfeiffer 
• SCMP published on 6 Jan 2024 “Can Hong Kong learn to live with African swine fever? Expert says mass pig culls 

not the answer amid largest recorded outbreak” https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-
environment/article/3247500/can-hong-kong-learn-live-african-swine-fever-expert-says-mass-pig-culls-not-
answer-amid-largest 

https://www.cityu.edu.hk/cahw/news-and-events/upcoming.htm
https://www.cityu.edu.hk/cahw/news-and-events/upcoming.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xX-4u_xoQw
https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202312/29/P2023122900252.htm?fontSize=1
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/3247500/can-hong-kong-learn-live-african-swine-fever-expert-says-mass-pig-culls-not-answer-amid-largest
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/3247500/can-hong-kong-learn-live-african-swine-fever-expert-says-mass-pig-culls-not-answer-amid-largest
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/3247500/can-hong-kong-learn-live-african-swine-fever-expert-says-mass-pig-culls-not-answer-amid-largest


• Commercial Radio Hong Kong published on 7 Jan 2024 “學學學學學學學學學學學學學學學  學學學學學學
學學學學學學 ” https://www.881903.com/news/amp/local/2516659 

• The Standard published on 8 Jan 2024 “Farms 'must tread carefully on swine flu’” 
https://www.thestandard.com.hk/section-news/section/4/259314/Farms-%27must-tread-carefully-on-swine-
flu%27 

• The RTHK Backchat interview on 9 Jan 2024 on African swine fever 
https://www.rthk.hk/radio/radio3/programme/backchat/episode/928090 

CityU PH and Peking University collaborate on 2024 Psychology and Behaviour Investigation of Chinese Residents  

Since 2020, the Department of Social Medicine and Health Education in the School of Public Health of Peking University has 
conducted studies on the mental health and behaviour of Chinese residents. More than 100 papers have been published based on 
the data collected, using a scientific approach to examine various facets of public mental health, including anxiety, depression, 
stress, personality and self-efficacy, as well as behaviours, such as smoking, alcohol consumption, physical activity, diet and sleep.  

For the 2024 study, CityU will expand the study area by including the concept of One Health (that is, the interdependence of the 
health of humans, animals and the environment) to explore topics such as how pets affect the mental health of humans. The study 
scope will also be expanded to include Hong Kong and Macao. The survey initially covered only 3,000 residents in 30 cities, but it 
will cover over 50,000 residents in more than 150 cities next year.  

The launch ceremony was attended by Professor Vanessa Barrs, Dean of CityU’s Jockey Club College of Veterinary Medicine and 
Life Sciences, Professor Patrick Butaye, Head of CityU’s Department of Infectious Diseases and Public Health, Professor Julia Beatty, 
Chair Professor of CityU’s Department of Veterinary Clinical Science, Professor Ming Wai-kit in CityU’s Department of Infectious 
Diseases and Public Health, and Mr Wu Yibo and Ms Liu Diyue, Project Leaders. Joining the ceremony online was Professor Sun 
Xinying, Vice Director of Peking University’s Department of Social Medicine and Health Education in the School of Public Health.  

https://www.cityu.edu.hk/media/news/2023/12/19/cityu-and-peking-university-collaborate-2024-psychology-and-behaviour-
investigation-chinese-residents  
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Event 

 

Research Grants 

Notable grants application deadlines upcoming: 

1. Technological Innovation 2030 – Prevention Research on Cancer, Cardiovascular, Respiratory and 

Metabolic Diseases Major Program 2023 科技创新 2030 — “癌症、心脑血管、呼吸和代谢性疾病防治

研究”重大项目 
Deadline: 21 January 2024 

2. Professional Services Advancement Support Scheme (PASS) 
Deadline: 14 February 2024 

3. Health and Medical Research Fund (HMRF) 
Deadline: 18 March 2024 

For more information on Research Grants 
Research Grants and Contracts Office 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.cityu.edu.hk/ro/stafflan/dlTIPR2023.htm
https://www.cityu.edu.hk/ro/stafflan/dlTIPR2023.htm
https://www.cityu.edu.hk/ro/stafflan/dlTIPR2023.htm
https://www.cityu.edu.hk/ro/stafflan/dlPASS.htm
https://www.cityu.edu.hk/ro/


Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) 

Upcoming DEI Events 

 

Workshop on Promoting Culturally Inclusive Workplace 
Date: 7 March 2024 
Speaker: Equal Opportunities Commission HK 
Register: Link 

 

The Roslin Institute - Athena Swan Gold 
Date: 8 February 2024 
Speaker: Prof. Jayne HOPE 
Register: Link 

 

Hong Kong Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Summit 
Date: 1 February 2024 
Location: Hong Kong Ocean Park Marriott Hotel 
Register: Link 

 
 

https://forms.gle/syLRQ3A9zQWDTHw4A
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSen82zdIstfT4kB-2SeugPQEl7hqAn__71XwGH5OsiCwWsHNQ/viewform
https://hkdeisummit.scmp.com/?promo=SCMPEDM&tr=true&CMCampaignID=7bb4567fb1c12748cf6967c7fe1f6178
https://www.cityu.edu.hk/jcc/event/roslin-institute-athena-swan-gold
https://hkdeisummit.scmp.com/?promo=SCMPEDM&tr=true&CMCampaignID=7bb4567fb1c12748cf6967c7fe1f6178


Click on the events tab on our DEI website for the full list of events 
https://www.cityu.edu.hk/jcc/about-us/diversity-equity-and-inclusion 

              
  

Disclaimer: This email (including any attachments) is for the use of the intended recipient only and may contain confidential 
information and/or copyright material. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately and delete this email 
and all copies from your system. Any unauthorized use, disclosure, reproduction, copying, distribution, or other form of unauthorized 
dissemination of the contents is expressly prohibited. 
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