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MAINTAINING EXCELLENCE
DESPITE THE CHALLENGES
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| am delighted that City University of Hong Kong (CityU) continues to make
substantial advances in many areas, from professional education and problem-
based research for society to institutional development and outreach. The theme

)

for this year’s Annual Report, “Venturing Beyond Boundaries,” is perfectly apt: it
captures our passion for navigating a path into new areas of knowledge-building,
thereby generating innovative technologies and fresh insights, all of which feed into

making our world a better place.
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The global pandemic has not made life easier for anyone in the higher
education sector. In common with other institutions in Hong Kong, we have
been presented with several challenges, each one of which could have
disrupted our operations. However, | continue to be in awe of the dedication
of our faculty and staff, and the enthusiasm of our students in ensuring that
CityU remains vibrant and open.

Our faculty members have gone from strength to strength over the past
academic year with many of our top faculty members being honoured for
their outstanding contributions in several disciplines. Most noticeable is that
our researchers are producing work that is recognised by the premier journals
in several fields, which means their work is reaching other top scholars
around the world. In addition, several CityU faculty members have been
elevated to some of the foremost bodies for academia and research, honours
that reflect the quality of what we offer at CityU and something which widens
our international network and boosts our profile.

There is a clear sense of renewal at CityU as we strive to strengthen our
brand and identity. The refreshed University Anthem, introduced at our
inaugural University Day in March, serves to reach out to current and
potential students, the public, government, donors, friends and the
international community to let them know who we are, what we stand for,
and the direction we are taking. That connection with the community is
clearly making a difference as evidenced by our rising international status, the
research grants that we secure and the generous donations that we receive.

We see this sense of renewal in the physical transformation of campus and
the new capital projects taking place. New buildings are under construction at
the very heart of the University and the extra halls of residence off campus
are making excellent progress. This new “look” creates an abundance of fresh
energy that adds to the dynamic character of the University.
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Dynamism is certainly another word that aptly describes 2021/22. We have
reached out once more to our friends and supporters to create productive
partnerships that will benefit CityU and Hong Kong. We have reached
agreements with the business and industrial sectors that will see a win-win for
CityU, our students and researchers, and local businesses in terms of shared
expertise.

We are also making significant contributions to the entire start-up ecosystem
in Hong Kong through our timely and exciting platform for entrepreneurs,
HK Tech 300. The funds that have been invested will make a huge difference
to the economic prosperity of Hong Kong in future years.

CityU is unique in other ways because we don’t solely set our sights on
academic success. We have demonstrated once more over the past 12
months our commitment to the promotion of sports, exemplified by our
alumna’s success at the Tokyo Olympics last summer, and the arts, as seen in
the fascinating exhibitions at the Indra and Harry Banga Gallery on campus.

Bolstered by the University’s Strategic Plan, which is successfully guiding our
entire operation, CityU has established an enviable global reputation,
evidenced in part by its continued rise in various rankings. CityU embraces
internationalisation and diversity, driving innovative approaches within higher
education today for the future. Consequently, CityU continues to excel at
local, regional and global levels by “venturing beyond boundaries,” to lead
Hong Kong’s higher education development.
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