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Highlights of the Year FE AERHE /

The year under review was packed with new initiatives and notable
achievements, all of which contributed to the sense that CityU is a genuine
hub for dynamic transformation across all areas of higher education teaching
and research.

Heading up

It was very exciting to learn at the start of the academic year 2021/22 that
the groundbreaking work of our researchers had garnered the international
attention that it deserved. Over 170 CityU faculty members were listed
among the top 2% of the world’s most highly cited scientists, according to
metrics compiled by Stanford University. Such a significant number of our top
academics included on this prestigious list spotlights the high academic
standards that people have come to expect from CityU.

Equally pleasing was the news released in early 2022 that we were
maintaining our position as one of the world’s most impressive young
universities. We were ranked 7th among the world’s top young universities
according to the Nature Index 2021 Young Universities, which was issued by
the leading academic publisher Springer Nature.
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New branding initiatives
Beyond Boundaries series

Promoting the CityU brand has strengthened in the past year with the launch
of fresh initiatives that reflect our sense of purpose and our ideas about
higher education. A new interview series starting in March 2022, titled
“Beyond Boundaries: Dialogue with Presidents of World’s Leading Educational
Institutions” presented dialogues between President Way Kuo, who hosts the
series, and presidents of renowned universities in South Africa, India,
Germany, Japan and mainland China plus the head of a secondary school in
Hong Kong. Through the compelling conversations, viewers gain insight into
the challenges facing global higher education today.

In the second series, President Kuo talked to presidents of renowned
universities in Austria, Canada, France, Israel, Singapore, and the head of a
secondary school in Taiwan.
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/ President Way Kuo of CityU talked to presidents of renowned universities from around the

world and mainland China in an interview series of “Beyond Boundaries: Dialogue with
Presidents of World’s Leading Educational Institutions” hosted by him.
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U-Day

The Beyond Boundaries series was one of the highlights of CityU’s inaugural
University Day (U-Day) held on 18 March 2022. U-Day, to be held on the
third Friday of March every year from henceforth, spotlights our successes in
professional education and problem-driven research, and lets members of the
community know more about the giant strides that CityU has taken in recent
years as well as the accolades it has won for its innovative strategic
developments.

CityU Mascot

U-Day was also notable for the debut of another branding mechanism: our
much-anticipated CityU Mascot. Taking the form of a tiger, the Mascot
embodies CityU’s primary qualities: wise, vital, vigorous, strong and proactive.
These traits are evident in the forward-looking way that we pursue world-class
research and education.

University Anthem

To complete the celebratory activities held on U-Day, CityU debuted part 2
of the University Anthem, which is named “Knowledge and Wisdom” and
carries the same melody as part 1. With new lyrics again penned by
President Kuo, part 2 encapsulates our aspirations to integrate teaching and
research, and our determination to stay focused on education. Earlier, in
September 2021, the English version of the University Anthem part 1, named
“Beyond Boundaries”, was released, with lyrics that serve as encouragement
for students to advance beyond boundaries, including academic research,
sports development and their future careers.
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CityU’s inaugural University Day (U-Day) was held on 18 March 2022.
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CityU Mascot, taking the form of a tiger, embodies the University’s
primary qualities: wise, vital, vigorous, strong and proactive.
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Start-up success
HK Tech 300

CityU actively advocates innovation and knowledge transfer, encouraging the
transformation and application of outstanding research results of the
University. Funded to the tune of HK$500 million, CityU’s flagship innovation
and entrepreneurship programme HK Tech 300 comprehensively supports
CityU students, alumni and other young people who aspire to start their own
businesses. The aim is to become the No.1 university-based entrepreneurship
programme in Asia in terms of scale and investment. The programme has
been hugely successful, with many promising start-ups attracting attention. As
of June 2022, more than 300 project teams have each been awarded
HK$100,000 Seed Fund in areas such as information and communications
technology and artificial intelligence; biotech and health; deep tech; edutech;
as well as business and fintech.

In addition, over 70 start-ups have each been awarded up to HK$1 million
each from the Angel Fund.

World-class Forum

To fully examine our strategies and approaches to major challenges in
science and technology, CityU’s Hong Kong Institute for Advanced Study
organised a bold new platform called the HK Tech Forum series, which ran
from the second half of 2022, with plans to expand into 2023. The HK Tech
Forum brings together award-winning scientists to explore areas such as Data
Science and Al, Reliability and Safety of Intelligent Systems, Advanced Matter
and Materials, Carbon Neutrality and Sustainable Environment, Quantum
Physics and Complex Systems, and Metabolism in Health and Disease.

A pre-launch activity for HK Tech Forum in May 2022 featured leading
scientists in the chemistry of 2D materials exchanging innovative views on
contemporary trends at an online conference co-organised by CityU and
Nature Conferences, the preeminent series curated by the highly prestigious
science journal Nature and Nature journals. This was the first time that a
Nature Conference was held with a university in Hong Kong.
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ASTRI

The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between CityU and
the Hong Kong Applied Science and Technology Research Institute (ASTRI)
served as a major boost for start-ups in Hong Kong. The MoU will deepen
collaboration on new research projects by integrating their research and
development capabilities and intellectual property. The collaboration
specifically supports the development of start-up companies under the HK
Tech 300 programme.

Start-up competition

Our start-up endeavours have also included the first nationwide HK Tech 300
Start-up Competition. Reaching out across the mainland, the competition
embraces a range of fields. Announced in June 2022, the competition targets
CityU students, alumni and researchers, as well as members of the public
wishing to use CityU IP and technology to create start-ups.

Venture capital investment

Ties with the local business and finance sectors continue to expand. MoUs
were signed in August 2021 between CityU and three venture capital fund
and technology companies (Gravity Capital Partners Company, Market Trend
Interactive Solution Limited and Allied Power Technology Venture LPF). Each
firm will invest at least HK$5 million in the first year after signing the MoU
and provide co-investment to selected start-ups together with the HK Tech
300 Angel Fund.

Building the future

CityU is forever growing, in keeping with its growing local and international
reputation. The CityU International Centre is the latest new building helping
to transform not only the physical appearance of campus but also the
international mindset. In November 2021, a groundbreaking ceremony was
held for the CityU International Centre, which is scheduled to open at the
end of 2023. This unique edifice will demonstrate CityU’s vision for
developing as a modern campus where students from around the world can
meet in a convenient and comfortable environment.
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In addition. the welfare of the students is a priority at CityU, especially in
terms of accommodation and hall life, which is why the news that
construction started in March 2022 for the Student Hostel project at
Whitehead, Ma On Shan was greeted with enthusiasm. This new hostel will
provide more than 2,000 bed spaces and world-class academic and amenity
facilities for students from all over the world.

Recognition for distinguished persons
Honorary Fellowships

Support from eminent local and international persons boosts our reputation
and helps to promote our brand. This year four distinguished persons were
conferred the title of Honorary Fellow in September 2021 in recognition of
their unique contributions to the development of, and service to, the University
and the community. They were Professor Albert Ip Yuk-keung, Chairman of
the World Green Organisation; Dr Allen Shi Lop-tak, Chairman and Founder
of Brilliant International Group Limited; Mr Wong Ming-yam, Founding
Director of InnoLink Investments Limited; and Mr Johnny Yeung Chi-hung,
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Fujikon Industrial Holdings Limited.

Honorary Doctorates

Then in November, for their huge contributions to education and the
well-being of society, CityU conferred honorary doctorates on Professor
Gérard Mourou, Nobel Laureate in Physics in 2018, Professor Haut-Collége
and Director of the International Center for Zetta-Exawatt Science and
Technology at the Ecole Polytechnique; and Dr Rimsky Yuen Kwok-keung,
former Secretary for Justice of the HKSAR Government and currently Senior
Counsel.
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Construction started in March 2022 for the CityU
Student Hostel project at Whitehead, Ma On Shan.
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Olympic glory

Sport is integral to the CityU story. Our sports teams have dominated local
competitions for years. Alumna Ms Grace Lau Mo-sheung, a female karate
specialist, took our sporting prowess to another level when she won the
Bronze medal for Hong Kong in the Karate Women’s Kata at the Tokyo
Olympics in August 2021. A huge team of supporters led by President Kuo
cheered on Grace at a live broadcast of her event on the CityU campus.
Grace then attended a special party on campus later that month to welcome
her home after her extraordinary Olympic achievement.

Championing the arts

Integrating the arts with science and technology is a CityU speciality, and
once again we showcased talent and dedication in this area. An exhibition
titled “Atlas of Maritime Buddhism” at the Indra and Harry Banga Gallery
turned the spotlight on how the Maritime Silk Road enabled cultural
exchanges through the diffusion of Buddhism. This visually impressive
showcase held from July to October 2021 uniquely integrated transnational
academic study, archaeology, digital imaging, digital media, and location
shooting, among others, through a variety of advanced technologies that

vividly and pan-dimensionally revealed magnificent historical sites related to
Buddhism.
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Alumna Ms Grace Lau Mo-sheung won the Bronze medal in
the Karate Women’s Kata at the Tokyo Olympics 2021.
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/ A fascinating exhibition, A Glimpse of Tang Prosperity from Murals - The Exhibition Tour on Murals of the Tang Dynasty, was held at CityU’s Indra and Harry
Banga Gallery.
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Another fascinating exhibition at the Indra and Harry Banga Gallery was “A
Glimpse of Tang Prosperity from Murals — The Exhibition Tour on Murals of
the Tang Dynasty” held from December 2021 to June 2022. This multimedia
event recreated an ancient Tang Dynasty tomb in which 42 exquisite imperial
paintings from more than 1,300 years ago are projected using new
multimedia technology.

CityU is close to the local community and so it was fitting that an exhibition
about the economic development of Yau Yat Tsuen, the neighbourhood
where CityU is located, was held on campus. The “Post-War Hong Kong and
the Story of Tat Chee Avenue” in October 2021 presented an overview of
Hong Kong in the 1950s and 1960s and paid tribute to local entrepreneur
Mr U Tat-chee for his contributions to the advancement of the economy,
people’s livelihood and education of Hong Kong after the World War II.
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