o
%,

Highlights
of the Year
FEXERE

\Annual Report 2020/21 #F #§

How do we pick the highlights from 2020/21? It’s a tough task. There are
so many great moments to choose from! For us, the best parts of the last
academic year are most definitely those that underscore our passion, grit
and determination to push on, no matter how many obstacles block our
path.
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Climbing high

Our milestone achievements in rankings are certainly among the most
memorable, ones that make us believe we can soar. Additionally, ranked
against the best universities in the world, we are placed 53rd, according to

QS (Quacquarelli Symonds) University Rankings 2022 (released in June 2021).
We are also ranked 4th globally in the QS 2021 Top 50 under 50.

Moreover, our performance has global reach. In February 2021, we learned
that over 140 CityU faculty members had been ranked among the top 2% of
the world’s most highly cited scientists, according to metrics compiled by
Stanford University. Given our faculty size, the proportion of our faculty
members who are recognised in the top 2% of their respective fields is
among the highest in Asia. A few months later, in June 2021, we were
ranked top among local universities for the 5th consecutive year in the top
100 worldwide universities granted US utility patents by the National
Academy of Inventors. Overall, we were ranked 51st in the world, our highest
ever position.

Innovative and inventive

We were very excited to learn that our faculty won the highest number of
awards among all universities in Hong Kong at the Inventions Geneva
Evaluation Days 2021, taking home a clutch of awards including the Gold
Medal with Congratulations of the Jury (Dr Edwin Tso Chi-yan, Assistant
Professor, School of Energy and Environment), five Gold Medals, three Silver
and three Bronze Medals.
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CityU researchers won 12 awards at the Inventions Geneva
Evaluation Days 2021. President Way Kuo (seventh from right);
Professor Michael Yang Mengsu, Vice President (Research and
Technology) (sixth from right); and CityU winners attended the
special reception in May.

WAR AR BREAEEE 12208 - PERE(EL) B
B (B3 RABHE) 16 B BEAUE (B 75) BUALA S 58 305 A 1
FEAE -



Highlights of the Year FE X FIHE

HK Tech 300

A wide-ranging and highly ambitious plan, HK Tech 300 aims to establish
300 start-ups in three years with an investment of HK$500 million. Launched
in March 2021, HK Tech 300 embodies our vision for nurturing talent and
developing a knowledge-based society. The programme will enable young
people to strengthen their innovation and entrepreneurship skills and prepare
to meet future challenges.

One of the many great benefits of HK Tech 300 is the guidance provided by
our faculty, many of whom received major honours and awards in the past 12
months. CityU’s students, alumni and research staff, and members of the
public wishing to leverage the University’s intellectual properties to set up
start-ups in Hong Kong are welcome to apply for the programme.

Honours and awards

Our research reputation was boosted by achievements across the disciplines.
In the sciences, three scholars were elected to the rank of Foreign Member
of Academia Europaea: Professor Liew Kim-meow, Chair Professor of the
Department of Architecture and Civil Engineering (ACE), Professor Andrey
Rogach, Chair Professor of the Department of Materials Science and
Engineering, and Professor Wang Jun, Chair Professor of the School of Data
Science and the Department of Computer Science (CS).

Professor Liew Kim-meow Professor Andrey Rogach
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Professor Wang Jun
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Professor Raymond Chan Hon-fu
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Professor Yang Tong

Professor Raymond Chan Hon-fu, Vice-President (Student Affairs) and Chair
Professor in the Department of Mathematics (MA); and Professor Yang Tong,
also Chair Professor in MA, were elected to the position of Fellow in the
American Mathematical Society.

Professor Joe Qin Sizhao, Chair Professor of Data Science, was elected to the
rank of Fellow of the National Academy of Inventors.

Dr Wang Cheng, Assistant Professor in the Department of Electrical
Engineering (EE), received the Croucher Innovation Award 2020 for his
contributions to developing compact and high-performance integrated
photonic chips for optical communications. In addition, Professor Wang Xunli,
Chair Professor of Physics and Head of the Department of Physics, was
presented with the Croucher Senior Research Fellowship 2021 for advancing
neutron scattering studies.

A collaboration on geotechnical structures in hydraulic engineering and
another on video coding technology won major Ministry of Education awards.
The two projects took home the 2020 First-Class and Second-Class Awards,
respectively, in the Natural Science category at the Higher Education
Outstanding Scientific Research Output Awards (Science and Technology).
Winning the First-Class Award was the project “Uncertainty Analysis and
Reliability Control of Geotechnical Structures in Hydraulic Engineering” by
Professor Wang Yu of ACE and his team. The Second-Class Award was won
by Professor Sam Kwong Tak-wu, Chair Professor of Computer Science in CS,
and his collaborators.
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Professor Richard M. Walker
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Professor Kuo Tei-wei
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Professor Kuo Tei-wei, Lee Shau Kee Chair Professor of Information
Engineering and Dean of the College of Engineering, was awarded the
Humboldt Research Award from the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation in
recognition of his achievements as a pioneer in system and software designs
of non-volatile memory.

In the social sciences, the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Social
Sciences, Professor Richard M. Walker, was elected Fellow of the Academy of
Social Sciences, while Dr Nicholas Thomas, Associate Professor in the
Department of Asian and International Studies, was elected Fellow of the
Royal Society of Public Health.

Staying with the social sciences, Professor Christine Huang Yi-hui, Chair
Professor of Communication and Media and Associate Dean (Faculty and
Research) in the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences, was elected
Fellow of the International Communication Association in recognition of her
distinguished scholarly achievements. She is the first Chinese female in the
four places across the Strait to earn this accolade.
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Dr Nicholas Thomas
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In terms of other international recognition, President Way Kuo was bestowed
the Cavaliere dell’Ordine della Stella d’ltalia (the Knight of the Order of the
Star of Italy) by His Excellency Sergio Mattarella, President of the Italian
Republic, in June 2021. The award recognises President Kuo’s efforts to
develop cooperation between lItaly and Hong Kong in the fields of science
and culture. In addition, President Kuo was elected to the position of
International Fellow of the Canadian Academy of Engineering in recognition
of his influential contributions to engineering.

Alumna Ms Grace Lau Mo-sheung won a Bronze medal for Hong Kong in the
Karate Women’s Kata in the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. She spent time with staff
and students at a celebratory gathering at CityU in August. Grace is a model
for the CityU community, excelling in both academics and sports, according

to President Kuo at the gathering.

Sing it loud

Everyone needs a lift, and music is a great way to set the soul soaring. In
February 2021, we performed our inaugural University Anthem, themed
“Beyond Boundaries”. With lyrics penned by President Kuo, the song
encourages students, faculty, and staff to pursue excellence, keep our mission
firmly in mind, develop cutting-edge curricula and research, and promote
well-being in Hong Kong and globally.

Mr Clemente Contestabile, Consul General of Italy in Hong Kong, presented to President Kuo (right) a
diploma signed by the President of the Italian Republic and a Knight pin.
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Ms Grace Lau Mo-sheung won a Bronze medal in
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.
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HK Tech Tiger

An exciting new programme for advanced learning created in the 2020/21
academic year offers an enriched curriculum for highly motivated students
determined to play leadership roles in tomorrow’s rapidly changing, hi-tech
world. Launched in May 2021, the unique HK Tech Tiger allows brilliant
young students to benefit from the University’s highly interdisciplinary,
technology-enriched courses that will ensure greater chances of success in
attaining their career goals and aspirations for further studies.

Energising the energy issue

In keeping with our mission to explore critical issues that affect society, we
brought together world-leading scholars, industry leaders and policy makers
to debate recent advances in low-carbon energy technology and nuclear
safety in a specially convened online forum on clean energy and nuclear
safety in March 2021. Titled “Clean Energy and Nuclear Safety—10 Years
after Fukushima”, the Forum offered two streams, namely clean energy and
nuclear safety, and approximately 2,500 participants from over 20 countries
and territories participated.
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Developing and growing

We held a ground-breaking ceremony for our veterinary teaching farm
located in Lam Tsuen, Tai Po, in November 2020. The farm will form a core
element in training our vet students and will provide delicious milk and ice
cream for the campus community.

Meanwhile, the commencement of the superstructure work in March 2021
marked a new milestone for the Jockey Club One Health Tower. Equipped
with first-class facilities, the Tower will promote multidisciplinary collaboration
that enhances the health of humans, animals and the environment under the
One Health paradigm.

Funding success

Despite the challenges presented in recent times, CityU secured significant
amounts of funding for a range of urgent projects. Our researchers found
tremendous support for their Covid-19 projects. In November 2020, research
aimed at tackling Covid-19 attracted over HK$7.1 million from the Innovation
and Technology Fund under the Innovation and Technology Commission. In
January 2021, three projects were granted HK$8.3 million in funding by the
Health and Medical Research Fund under the Food and Health Bureau. Two

The Jockey Club One
Health Tower (illustration)
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of the funded projects fall under the area of “effective detection and
surveillance”. The third funded project falls under the tier “enhanced infection
control and prevention strategies”. In March 2021, a bioaerosols research
project aimed at developing innovative and effective methods for detecting
and disinfecting bacteria and viruses, including SARS-CoV-2, in indoor
environments secured HK$6.15 million from the Research Impact Fund. Also
in March 2021, funding worth HK$19 million was secured for four highly
competitive collaborative research projects on Covid-19. The funding comes
from the One-off CRF Coronavirus Disease and Novel Infectious Disease
Research Exercise of the Collaborative Research Fund under the University
Grants Committee.

As an indication of the strength of our research output across campus,
outstanding faculty members were recognised by the Research Grants Council
(RGC) in November 2020 for their distinguished research achievements and
significant contributions to higher education. Awards were presented to 12
CityU winners on five RGC schemes including the inaugural RGC Senior
Research Fellow Scheme, RGC Research Fellow Scheme and RGC
Postdoctoral Fellowship Scheme; as well as the Humanities and Social
Sciences Prestigious Fellowship Scheme and Early Career Scheme. The
award-winning CityU faculty were granted around HK$34 million in funding for
their research in a broad range of disciplines.

The Greater Bay Area Joint Laboratory of Big Data Imaging and
Communications was established by EE and the State Key Laboratory of
Terahertz and Millimeter Waves in December 2020 with funding worth
RMB21 million, including RMB5 million from the Designated Strategic Fund
for Innovative Technology approved by the Department of Science and
Technology of Guangdong Province, and RMB16 million in contributions from
members of the Joint Lab.

In May 2021, the sustainable development of local fisheries was the major
beneficiary of a HK$12 million government grant awarded by the Sustainable
Fisheries Development Fund under the Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department to the Jockey Club College of Veterinary Medicine
and Life Sciences. The grant will support a three-year project titled
“Improving Fish Health and Production in Hong Kong 2020
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Taking fundraising to new levels

A comprehensive fundraising campaign named “United, We Soar” signalled
the start of a new era. The campaign, the first of its kind for CityU, was
launched in December 2020 with a public phase after a long period of
preparation. The campaign demonstrates CityU’s confidence, passion, and
unity in pursing university progress. The funds raised will contribute to
advancing the well-being of society, including research breakthroughs needed
to tackle Covid-19.

Honouring the great and the good

In October 2020, we conferred honorary doctorates on five distinguished
persons in recognition of their significant contributions to education and the
well-being of society. This year’s ceremony conferred honorary doctorates for
2019 (Professor Michael I. Kotlikoff, Provost of Cornell University; and Dr the
Honourable Edward Leong Che-hung, GBM, GBS, OBE, JP, Chairman of the
Hong Kong AIDS Foundation and President of the Hong Kong Anti-Cancer
Society); and for 2020 (Mr Harry S Banga, Chairman and CEO of The Caravel
Group Limited; Mr Norman Chan Tak-lam, GBS, former Chief Executive of the
Hong Kong Monetary Authority; and Mr Wong Chun-hong, BBS, Chairman of
Top Spring International Holdings Limited).

Three distinguished persons were conferred the title of Honorary Fellow in
September 2020 in recognition of their distinctive contributions to the
development of, and service to, the University and the community. They were
Ms Jenny Chan Pik-ha, Sales Director of KGI Asia Limited; Mr Lau Tat-chuen,
Director of Sino International Industrial (Group) HK Limited; and Dr Jennifer
Ng Chui-yiu, JP, Vice-Chairman and CEO of Marshall-Karson Construction and
Engineering Limited.

Powering up campus

A new state-of-the-art High-Performance Computing facility offering the most
powerful computational platform ever assembled for a higher education
institution in Hong Kong was launched in September 2020. This

HK$20 million facility named “CityU Burgundy” has increased computational
power on campus and boosted our researchers’ ability to make scientific
breakthroughs, especially in our strategic interdisciplinary research areas.

Alumni care

In May 2021, the Student Career Centre was named “Judith and Gary Cheng
Student Career Centre” in appreciation of the support and generous
donations made by our alumnus Gary and his wife Judith to the University.
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