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In the 21% century, life is getting more tech-savvy. Technology becomes an important
element in contemporary art creation. While we may have a sense that technology is
somehow incompatible with artistic creativity for its lack of human touch, the exhibition
Art Machines: Past/ Present at The Indra and Banga Gallery shows us that new media art is a
very flexible creative channel and the emergence of machines has not changed the essence

of art.
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The first thing we see in the exhibition is a “memory wall” that introduces the long-

standing connection between artmaking and machines, providing a context for
understanding how new media art fits within this tradition. Excerpts from the silent
film Modern Times (1936) is played, in which Charlie Chaplin travels through giant gears. The

film prompts us to reflect on how machines revolutionize our way of living and thinking.
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As we enter the exhibited area, different kinetic sculptures and Rube Goldberg Machines
offer us an intersensory experience: In Warren Leung’s installation, Untitled (book flying and
crashing), a book repetitively crashes against a wall in a slow process of disintegration,
filling the environment with a violent aural shock; Jeffery Shaw’s work The Spatial
Pendulum comes with a large steel ball suspended on motoerized pulleys that is hung from
the ceiling. We enjoy a visual pleasure as we witness how the beauty of machine is best
articulated when its parts are in motion; With Tobias Klein and Jane Prophet’s Common
Datum, the water vapour from our breath is continuously absorbed by a series of suspended

vessels without our notice.
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The most exciting part of the exhibition is perhaps the various kinds of interactive art
works. Particularly, Can Liu and Alvaro Cassinelli’s Viva Voce is an innovative installation
that invites participants to enter conversation over a table. The words that they speak to
one another are converted from aural to visual form and are projected onto the table. The
artists express that any recurring keywords will remain longer on the table, acting almost
like the process of natural selection. By involving the audience, interactive art reveals a
new way of thinking and communication between artists and the audience so make sure to

engage with these interesting works during your visit.
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Sound Art is also one of the highlights in the exhibition. Coupled with dizzying flashes of
images, the work of Ryo Ikeshiro creates an aural illusion in which the tempo seems to
endlessly increase while repeating itself. We are encased within a microcosm of compulsive
repetition: The work of Samson Young simulates the sound of lost instruments. Speakers of
all scales surround us in a circle in which we can enjoy an all-around aural experience. The
duration of these works may last up to 60 minutes so remember to reserve sufficient time

for your visit for a more cnmprehensh—'e experience.
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The later part of the exhibition presents a more calming, meditative atmosphere. It ends
with Stanley Wong's work, Back to the future / tai chi. The instant, immediate convenience
and gratification provided by technology can steer the society’s life and living away from its
normal course. The work is a 3D video with a robot practicing Tai Chi, which contemplates

on the relationship between time and our existence.

P.50f 7


https://hkartion.com/2021/03/08/art-x-technology-beyond-imagination/?fbclid=Iw

Media HK Artion

Link : https://hkartion.com/2021/03/08/art-x-technology-beyond-imagination/?fbclid=Iw
AR3eNfjVS4el-KkPSr837kkDmj6v-WWSzRZQi5R3PvVVfONLaWc-6xras2k

Date : 8 March 2021

Format : Online

|

=

B4
'\
=
=
m
-"u‘

EIE RS BRSNS ﬂﬁ%-ﬁﬁ?%ﬂ?%ﬁﬁ

AR R RE TSR ABURER BRAME - ENRE

Eﬂ¢g FEREAFNGHENE TR ﬁﬁﬁaﬂ-m
BEHEE | BRI

c

LI\.
1]

n
1@1 ||1III nii
i

T
8]

[ it
- ¥ B0 & W
T O N

fll r_u _—“n‘ il

||T

W

o=
r:
i

i

g
.1%(
it
B 7
%H
‘;__
fas|
=

-

-
op

'.

il
=i
E =
=
His
i

ER IR
T

an

IT}

A 3=

fi

s §

Fi

The questions raised by the various works linger in our mind even after we have left the
exhibition hall, prompting us to reflect on the role of art made with and by new media in an
age of unprecedented technological advance and its possible future development. As the
introduction of the exhibition mentions, what makes something a work of art is not that it
is handmade or machine-made, but the maker’s intentions that inform its creation. An
artwork value lies in the success and coherence with which these intentions are

communicated through the materials, bestowing upon the work its unique value.
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T EifiTEE 3R 8% /IRTE 4 | Art Machines: Past/Present
*Date: 2020. 11. 23 - 2021.5
Time: Tuesday to Sunday, 10:00 — 19:00
Venue: B EEEE
EEAmAREBIEEMiZ182
The Indra and Harry Banga Gallery
18/F, Lau Ming Wai Academic Building, City University of Hong Kong

*Z=F8 58 B 50 Pre-registration required

ERrHERXERSREEERML
Photo courtesy of the artists and The Indra and Harry Banga Gallery

Text by Janice Chow
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