
Identity, Race and Immigration 
Approval in China

Biography 
Li Shao is an assistant professor in the Department of
Political Science, School of Public Affairs, Zhejiang
University. His research interests include political behavior,
political attitudes and political communication in
Comparative Politics and International Relations. He is
interested in experimental methods and computational
social science. His recent works can be found in Political
Research Quarterly; Politics, Groups and Identities; Review
of Policy Research; Journal of Peace Research and PS:
Political Science and Politics.

Abstract
Facing the decline of population and engagement of the international community, a
growing number of foreigners choose to stay in China for life and work as immigrants.
However, we have limited understanding on how Chinese citizens perceive the inflowing
immigrants. This talk introduces several studies conducted in recent years, focusing on
explaining the Chinese citizens’ approval and opposition to immigrants. It further discusses
racial consciousness as one important factor, and how racial consciousness is constructed
via by media.
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