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Students from the School of Law at City University of Hong Kong (CityU) won the Susan J. Ferrell 
Intercultural Human Rights Moot Court Competition 2010/11 in the US on 30 January 2011.  CityU is 
the first law school from mainland China and Hong Kong to win this highly competitive event, which 
was organised by the St. Thomas University School of Law in Florida.  
 
To celebrate the win, the School of Law held a reception at CityU on 17 February 2011. The event 
was attended by representatives of the Liaison Office of the Central People’s Government in the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, the President of the Law Society of Hong Kong, parents of 
the four award-winning students and their secondary school principals.  
 
The Susan J. Ferrell Intercultural Human Rights Moot Court Competition, now in its 6th year, is the 
foremost moot court competition of its kind. Participating for the first time, CityU’s School of Law 
beat off competition from several renowned mooting teams.  
 
The CityU team comprised Andrew Tse Cheuk-yin, Brian Chok Man-ho and Keith Tam from the 
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Bachelor of Laws with Honours (LLB) programme, and Theo Li Jiani from the Juris Doctor (JD) 
programme. The School of Law’s Dr Mark Kielsgard coached the team and Mr Rajesh Sharma, the 
School’s Director of Mooting, supported the team throughout.  
 
The winning team showed impressive knowledge of the law and outstanding mooting skills in the 
competition. The judges praised the team for its thorough training and preparation. In the final, 
CityU’s team defeated the University of Virginia’s School of Law, one of the top ten law schools in 
the US. 
 
Guests from legal and education organisations attended the reception, they included Mr Liu 
Chunhua, Deputy Director-General, Department of Law, Liaison Office of the Central People’s 
Government in the HKSAR; Mr Ji Jianjun, Division Chief of Science and Technology Department, 
Liaison Office of the Central People’s Government in the HKSAR; Professor Brian Gibson, Dean of 
Comparative and International Programs, Columbia University School of Law; Mr Wong Kwai-huen, 
JP, President of the Law Society of Hong Kong; Dr Theodore S. Faunce, Headmaster of Chinese 
International School; Mr Leung Wai Shun, Deputy  Principal of Queen’s College; Mr Yan Yung Fut, 
Discipline Master of Queen’s College; Dr Simon Ip Sik-on, Co-chairman of International Advisory 
Board of School of Law ; Professor Way Kuo, President of CityU; Professor Arthur Ellis, Provost of 
CityU; Professor Wang Guiguo, Dean and Chair Professor of Chinese and Comparative Law, School 
of Law, CityU, Dr Kielsgard and Mr Sharma. 
 
The Hon Leung Chun-ying, Council Chairman of CityU, sent a congratulatory message. “I am very 
proud of our students from the School of Law for winning the Susan J. Ferrell Intercultural Human 
Rights Moot Competition. They had to beat an Ivy League School to win the competition, which 
they did following a unanimous decision by the panel of international judges. This achievement 
epitomes our students’ hard work, talent, and competitiveness and exemplifies the quality of legal 
education and training provided by CityU. Therefore, this achievement brings glory not only to CityU 
but also the whole of Hong Kong, proving one simple point: Hong Kong provides education of the 
highest global standards.” 

 
Professor Kuo said, “The tremendous 
performance of these four law students 
and the excellent support given by the 
School of Law are shining examples of what 
we can achieve at CityU. To win the Best 
Team award against (the) stiff competition 
from all corners of the globe is a wonderful 
achievement, but to be the first team from 
either Hong Kong or mainland China to win 
this championship is even more satisfying. 
We see here very clear evidence that our 
students are more than capable of 
excelling in one of the most demanding of 

intellectual arenas—a simulated court 
case—using superior analytical and 
problem-solving skills. .” 
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Professor Wang said, “All those involved made history not only for our School and University but 
also for the community of Hong Kong at large. Winning a championship requires a lot of hard work 
and effort. The support and collaboration of all colleagues from the Law School and others involved 
were indispensable. I am confident that this is only the beginning. Like other colleagues from our 
Law School, I look forward to more celebrations of this kind in the near future.” 
 
Four awarded students found participating in moot competition is rewarding. Brian Chok shared, 
“The critical winning factor is selflessness and perseverance.”  Andrew Tse expressed, “Mooting is 
the most fascinating exercise you can expect during the study of law.” 
 
Keith Tam stated, “what I treasure most … is the skills gained from the intensive training, which will 
be immensely helpful for my future studies.”  Theo Li echoed “I learnt skills of how to ‘combat 
judges’ harsh questions in the moot.” 
 
Father of Brian shared on stage that he was very pleased to see the “unselfish dedication of the Law 
School’s teachers on behalf of parents.” 
 
Dr Faunce, Headmaster of Chinese International School in which Keith studied, noted that the 
student’s participation is a vivid example to show the “link between international school and 
university in Hong Kong” 
  
Mr Yan, Discipline Master of Queen’s College, alma mater of Andrew and Brian, thanked the School 
of Law “to give the boys great chance and good training” to widen their horizon by offering them 
opportunities.  
 
The mooting topic concerned a dispute between a religious group and two countries involved with 
an application of International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and United Nations 
Convention against Torture. The CityU team started its preparations in October 2010, submitted 
memorials for Applicant and Respondent to the panel of judges in January, and competed in the US 
from 28 to 30 January. A mooting team is required to demonstrate its understanding of a fictional 
problem on international human rights, law and policy, excellent English presentation skills and 
analytic, advocacy and critical thinking skills. 
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