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Professor Yves Daudet, Secretary-General of the Hague 

Academy of International Law, visited the School of Law 

this week to discuss the work of the Hague Academy of 

International Law (Academy) as well as host a lecture 

during the Eminent Speakers Lecture Series.  

On 24 January, 2011, Professor Daudet led a staff 

seminar entitled “International Law and the Hague 

Academy of International Law”.  Professor Daudet 

discussed how the Academy deals with international issues.  In addition, he provided insight into 

how various programmes at the Academy function, including selection of professors and the 

process for the choice of topics of special courses. 

The Academy has played an important role in the promotion and development of international law 

since 1923.  It has long built up a reputation in both education and research in international law.  

The Academy is an independent institution instead of a university, runs various programmes such 

as the Summer Programme, which is a principal event of the Academy, external programmes, 

Seminars for Advanced Studies in Public and Private International Law for Professionals, and hosts a 

Centre for Studies and Research.  While it does not have a permanent teaching staff, its scientific 

body, the Curatorium, freely calls upon academics, practitioners, diplomats, and other personalities 

from all over the world whom it considers qualified to give series of lectures on general or special 

subjects.  As a result, the students are always assured of hearing from the foremost specialists on 

each subject. 

This year, there will be a revolutionary change on programme structure.  In the past years, the 

structure went with general and special courses of Private International Law followed by those of 

Public International Law.  

Starting 2011, the order will be 

swapped.  Professor Daudet 

explained that the new 

structure would provide better 

exposure for students as who 

would meet with judges of the 

International Court of Justice 



before it was closed for summer. 

After the staff seminar, students of various law programmes of the Law School had a lively 

discussion with Professor Daudet about the Summer Programme.  The Summer Programme has 

been running for more than 80 years.  Students all over the world are given an opportunity to meet 

with outstanding academics, diplomats and practitioners as well as to benefit from their viewpoints 

and ideas.  In addition, it is an exceptional opportunity for students to meet many other students 

from all parts of the world and to build a good network of contacts.  During the Summer 

Programme at the Academy, students study international law with nearly one hundred different 

nationalities.  Faculty and students were delighted to learn that the Academy is making a conscious 

effort to reach out to Greater China.  Our students showed a great interest in joining the Academy’s 

Summer Programme. 

On 25 January 2011, Professor Daudet gave a lecture 

on “Reflections upon the Coherence of the United 

Nations System”.  From 1945 to the present day, the 

substance attributed to the three great aims of the 

United Nations – peace, development and 

international cooperation – has undergone a 

significant change, and the original system that was 

intended to respond to these aims has been 

insufficiently modified and has been only partially 

added to as time has gone by, so that a certain gap has built up, and coherence has to some extent 

been lost. 

Professor Daudet discussed various contemporary incidents, such as the events of September 11, 

2001 and the UN Kosovo intervention, in light of the need to re-consider the role of the state in the 

UN system from the perspective of public international law.  Professor Daudet concluded that, 

although it could not be denied at the outset that an idea of coherence does exist in the UN system, 

the current flaws that impact the harmony and balance, which are at the heart of a coherent 

system, must then be noted.  Finally, Professor Daudet discussed some of these possible flaws and 

addressed whether there is a need for new coherences. 

The School of Law is pleased to have hosted Professor Daudet for both a staff seminar and a 

magnificent and timely lecture.  

 

Professor Yves Daudet is former first Vice-President of the University of Paris I, Panthéon-Sorbonne 

and an Emeritus Professor of the School of Law at the University of Paris I, Panthéon-Sorbonne.  He 

was appointed as Professor of Law in 1968 and has been professor abroad at the universities of 

Rabat (Morocco), Caribbean’s, Ivory Coast and Mauritius; in France at the University of Aix-

Marseille III.  He is now a member of the International Law Association and the French Society of 

International Law.  He published books and articles dealing with general international law and the 

United Nations System.  He is Chevalier of the Légion d’Honneur and Komtur, Verdienstorden der 

Bundesrepublik Deutschland. 


