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The Centre for Chinese and Comparative Law (RCCL) of City University of Hong Kong (CityU) 

School of Law (SLW) organized a cross-disciplinary academic conference entitled “Letters & Visits 

System, Democracy and the Rule of Law in Mainland China” on the 11
th

 August.  

Judges, journalists and scholars from the Mainland and 

scholars from the SLW attending the conference 

discussed various issues including the relationship 

between the mechanism of Letters & Visits on the one 

hand, and the policy reform, governance, change of 

society, and the establishment of rule of law on the other 

hand.  

With the rapid transformation of Chinese society, more 

obvious social conflicts and controversies have 

appeared and become a serious issue in the development 

of democracy and rule of law. The recently announced 

Regulations on Letters and Visits (Xinfang Tiaoli) tries to solve such social conflicts and 

controversies and  has made unique China’s mechanisms for dispute resolution and  social stability; 

however, new issues are created at the same time and in-depth academic discussion is needed in this 

aspect. Through this conference, scholars from Law, Political Science and Sociology, together with 

practitioners have examined the Letters & Visits Mechanism from different perspectives at great 

depth, and different views have been raised and debated.  

Professor Wang Guiguo, Dean of SLW of CityU, noted that with the 

increase of cross-border business transaction, and globalization of internal 

society, different mechanisms have been used in international dispute 

resolution. As far as international arbitration is concerned, due to different 

understanding and interpretation, different arbitral tribunals or even the same 

tribunal may come to different arbitral awards. He pointed out that in 

international arbitration, Chinese traditional dispute resolution method, i.e. 

mediation, has been used more often and become more important. He 

believes Letters & Visits is a relatively moderate but effective means to protect rights. He hopes that 

China can make contribution to the international society in more other aspects than in economic 

development. 

Dr. Lin Feng, Director of RCCL of CityU, explained the reasons for 

choosing Letters & Visits Mechanism as the conference topic. He points out 

that though such mechanism is not unique in China as it also exists in other 

countries, the same mechanism has developed with its own characteristics 

and had enormous social impact in China. Hence, it is of academic 

importance to study the uniqueness of this mechanism in Chinese context. He 

expects that participants at the conference can discuss Letters and Visits 

Mechanism from different angles so as to push forward the development of 

democracy and rule of law in China. 


