
 

 

Teaching Innovation: Integrated language and writing skills training 

Dr. Andra le Roux-Kemp 

 

Excellent language and writing capabilities are central to effective legal practice and it is 

therefore important for these skills to be continuously honed in both the undergraduate and 

postgraduate study of law. Being a generic skill, language and writing capabilities should ideally 

not be taught in isolation, but should rather be integrated with substantive and formal legal 

courses.  

The benefits of integrated language and writing skills training in criminal justice courses offered 

by Dr. Andra le Roux-Kemp at the School of Law (CityU), were recently evidenced by selected 

student publications. Three JD students from the Law of Evidence course LW5616 (Semester B 

2015/16), namely Eric Hong, Clover Yao and Alfred Yang, published a combined version of 

their coursework essays as an academic article in the Queen Mary Law Journal (Vol. 8 Spring 

2017 p. 51). Their article, “Rethinking the Admissibility of Implied Assertions as Evidence in 

Hong Kong’s Criminal Cases” is based on the coursework assignment prescribed for the Law of 

Evidence course LW5616 and which required of students to write a convincing and well-

substantiated position paper to the Hong Kong Law Reform Commission, arguing for the reform 

of a selected evidentiary principle. For the purpose of the coursework assignment, students were 

also asked to critically reflect on the writings of John Henry Wigmore relating to “the trial rules 

of admissibility” and that of Kola Abimbola on “the logic of proof”. 

More recently, a student from the Criminal Procedure Course LW4660 (Semester A 2016/17), 

Gordon Chung, published his coursework assignment in the Hong Kong Law Journal (Vol. 47, 

Part II 2017 p. 323). His article, “A Re-evaluation of ‘Incarceration Strategy’ by Hong Kong 

Courts: The Overuse of Incarceration in Sentencing Juvenile Drug Offenders” is based on a 

coursework assignment topic which required of students to critically explore the utility and 

effectiveness of custodial sentences as a sentencing option for juvenile offenders in Hong Kong. 

For this coursework assignment students were challenged to go beyond mere doctrinal argument 

and to explore the possibilities of an evidence-based methodology.  

 

 

 



 

 

The pedagogical value of integrated language and writing skills training is not only beneficial to 

the individual student(s) involved, it is above all the case that the publication of good student 

writing serves to inspire, to motivate, and to foster a culture of critical reflection and 

contemplation, and of participation in the marketplace of ideas.     

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


