
 

 

 

Assistant Professor Andra le Roux-Kemp awarded a Research Development 

Grant for Y-Rated Researchers (YRGR) 

16 December 2016 

Dr Andra le Roux-Kemp was recently awarded a Research Development Grant for Y-Rated 

Researchers (YRGR) by the National Research Foundation (NRF) of South Africa. The title of the 

research project for which the grant was awarded is “Remorse as a strategic emotive dynamic 

for transitional justice” and the grant amount is ZAR 227,000.00 (approx. HK$ 127,131.87). 

The focus of the project is on the emotive dynamics of transitional justice in terms of the work 

of the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC); an aspect of post-TRC legacy 

studies that has to date not been the subject of any comprehensive research. The concepts of 

remorse and apology (as exponents of emotive dynamics) were not mentioned in the Preamble 

of the TRC Act and were explicitly barred from consideration in terms of amnesty applications. 

It is for this reason generally believed that these concepts played no substantive role in the 

TRC’s work. Yet, with 2015 being described as a “turning point” in the history of South Africa, 

and with many questioning the assumptions on which the democratic transition were based, 

the time has also come to reassess the notion of responsibility – individual and collective – in 

terms of the emotive exponents there were substantively excluded from the TRC’s work, but 

inevitably form part of any process of transitional justice. 

This research project will, in line with Dr Andra le Roux-Kemp research ethos, be trans-

disciplinary in nature and be based on a mixed-method approach. The latter will include 

extensive archival research in South Africa and the USA, a legal empirical analysis of the full TRC 

record, and the collection of socio-legal data not only from those involved in the early years of 

South Africa’s democracy and specifically with regard to the TRC processes, but also from those 

voices that have more recently resounded on South African campuses and that are generally 

referred to as the “born-free generation”, i.e. those born after the dawn of democracy in South 

Africa.    


