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The first School of Law Research Retreat was held on 6 October 2016 at Royal Plaza Hotel. It was a good 

start to mobilize staff to share on their research working progress and get feedback from the discussion. 

The event was kicked off with a presentation by Professor He 

Xin on Writing Methodology for research proposals. He gave 

a brief introduction of GRF and ECS and the criteria for 

getting the grants. He also shared his experience of applying 

for external grants. GRF and ECS are two schemes provided 

by the Research Grants Council (RGC) to provide resources to 

scholars for research. Getting external grants is not only for 

one’s academic reputation, but also provides one with the 

potential to contribute to the field. Prof He highlighted the composition of the proposal vetting panel in RGC. 

He also went through the important elements to get grants successfully, including clear justification of 

methodologies, collaborators and significance of the research topic to the field etc. 

                 



                      

The session was followed by sharing from the academics on what they were currently working on or nearly 

finished. These include Dr Daniel Pascoe on empirical and comparative approaches to clemency; Dr Julia 

Tomassetti on platform work, algorithms, and contract; Dr Surya Deva on a paper: ‘What if the Roadblock 

Continues’: Alternatives Ways to Getting a Business and Human Rights Treaty; Dr Mateja Durovic on 

commercial law; Dr Jojo Mo on privacy law and Dr Peter Chan on empirical and proceduralist assessment of 

civil justice systems. 

The day ended with closing remarks from Dean Professor Geraint 

Howells. He thanked all the participants for attending this retreat and 

appreciated the efforts of presenting staff and the constructive 

comments which were given by colleagues. He hoped that this 

atmosphere could be carried on at CityU School of Law and to the 

staff seminars, so that the school would grow more vibrant.  CityU 

School of Law has been the most successful law school in getting 

GRF/ECS grants in the past few years; therefore, he looked forward 

to quality applications in the coming cycle. 


