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CityU hosts symposium on data protection law  

Xu Di  

12 September 2016 

 

 

World-renowned experts on data protection law shared their knowledge and insights into data 

protection law development and shed light on how the challenges brought by technology 

innovations on that may be addressed at a symposium conducted by City University of Hong 

Kong on 9 September.  
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The Symposium entitled “Data Protection Law Development in the Information Age” was co-

organized by School of Law, City University of Hong Kong and the Privacy Commissioner for 

Personal Data (PCPD), Hong Kong. This one-day Symposium aims to promote exchange in the 

region. The event is also for celebrating the 20th anniversary of PCPD.  

Mr. Stephen Kai-yi Wong of PCPD; Prof. Way Kuo, President and University Distinguished 

Professor, City University of Hong Kong; Mr. Ronald Chan, Under Secretary for Constitutional 

and Mainland Affairs; and Prof. Geraint Howells, Dean, School of Law, City University of 

Hong Kong attended the symposium and gave opening speeches.  

Mr. Stephen Wong pointed out the risk of data being unlawful collected, retained, processed and 

used in the rapidly changing information landscape. Mr. Ronald Chan, officiating guest of the 

symposium, stated that the technological advancement has brought about challenges to striking a 

balance between flow of information and the protection of personal data. “To work out a proper 

response requires careful examination and continual review”, he suggested. Prof. Guo 

highlighted the importance of data privacy. He said that the society being advanced or less 

advanced could be seen from how individuals are respected. Speaking about the School of Law’s 

mission to take forward the professional education in Hong Kong and give back to our 

community, Prof. Howells concluded the Opening Ceremony that “The event like today will 

show that our Law School, our University is engaging with people in Hong Kong who are 

talking about the issues which will be determinant to the future of our citizens.” 
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The symposium has three sessions, each with Prof. Zhu Guobin (Professor, School of Law, City 

University of Hong Kong), Dr. Ding Chunyan (Associate Professor, School of Law, City 

University of Hong Kong) and Mr. Mark Parsons (Partner, Hogan Lovells) as moderators. More 

than 10 esteemed experts from the mainland, Hong Kong, Macau, Korea, Malaysia, Singapore 

and Germany gave a presentation.  

 

The first session of the symposium was about the Privacy Law in China. Prof. Xia Zhenglin 

(Associate Dean, School of Law, South China University of Technology), Prof. Fan Jinxue 

(Professor, Koguan Law School, Shanghai Jiaotong University), Prof. Zhu Xinli (Dean, 

Guanghua Law School, Zhejiang University), Prof. Zhao Bingzhi (Dean, Law School, Beijing 

Normal University), Prof. Yao Hui (Professor, Renmin Law School, Renmin University of 

China), Dr. Fong Man-chong (Coordinator, Office for Personal Data Protection, Macau) and Mr. 

Mark Parsons (Partner, Hogan Lovells) presented their views on privacy protection and 

development of data protection law in Mainland China, Hong Kong and Macau.  

The second session on Privacy Law in Asia comprised Prof. Nohyoung Park (Professor, School 

of Law, Korea University, Korea), Mr. Zechariah J H Chan (Partner-Intellectual Property, Lee & 

Lee, Singapore) and Ms. Jillian Chia (Partner, Skrine, Malaysia). They discussed the 

development of data protection law in their home jurisdictions.  
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In the last experience sharing session, Prof. Peter Rott (Professor, Universität Kassel, Germany) 

discussed on “Data protection law as consumer law-How consumer organizations can contribute 

to the enforcement of data protection law”; Prof. John Bacon-shone (Director, Social Sciences 

Research Centre, University of Hong Kong) examined change of privacy in Hong Kong over two 

decades against the background of significant political and technological change; Prof. Y B 

Yeung (Adjunct Professor, Department of Computer Science, Hong Kong Baptist University) 

spoke on the current issues on Cybersecurity and ways to enhance our protection of Personal 

Data from a security standpoint.  

The symposium was ended with the closing remark of Prof. Howells who thanked all the guests 

again and gave special thanks to the PCPD’s invaluable contribution. Overall, the symposium is 

very successful. Besides the legal scholars and experts, around fifty students, staff and legal 

practitioners also participated in the event learning from cutting-edge data privacy researches.  
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