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The School of Law has organized a two-session GRF/ECS Workshop to draw a conclusion of the School’s 
success for two consecutive years in GRF/ECS exercise. Meanwhile, the workshop also aims at providing 
perspectives for the faculty as well as encouraging colleagues to participate in next round.  
 
The first session was on 31 August 2015, in which Professor Peter Cane was invited to discuss about 
research and obtaining grant with the faculty. Professor Cane, the Distinguished Professor and Associate 
Dean (Research) in Australian National University (ANU) College of Law, has been teaching at Cambridge, 
Oxford, ANU, etc. A Corresponding Fellow of the British Academy and a Fellow of both the Academy of 
Social Sciences in Australia and the Australian Academy of Law, he published extensively in the areas of 
private law, public law, and legal theory.   
 

 
 
At the beginning, Professor Geraint Howells, Dean of the School of Law, explained the importance of 
getting research grants and introduced the School’s success of obtaining 6 GRF/ECS grants last year. He 
regarded research as a process of long strategic planning, which requires the Principal Investigators to 
plan out the framework of their research projects before application.  After that, Professor Peter Cane 
encouraged the staff to voice their ideas and concerns about the incentives, barriers for them to apply 



 

 

and what supports they would like to get from the School. The highlight of the discussion is about the 
research methodology (e.g. empirical research), and Professor Cane promised that he would further the 
discussion in a staff seminar later in September. In the end, he suggested that before applying for grants 
and funding, the legal researchers may consider about their intended audience and how to deliver their 
research ideas in a clear manner that would be easily understood by a cross-discipline panel.  
 
The School was honoured to have the President of CityU, Professor Way Kuo, attend the second session 

of the workshop on 18 September 2015. Professor Howells welcomed 
Professor Kuo and showed him the School’s achievement in winning 
research grants. The President was impressed. Furthermore, Professor 
Kuo commented on the recently announced QS world university 
ranking where CityU had climb from 108th to 57th; he spoke highly of 
the School of Law’s contribution to CityU’s good reputation in the 
academic world.  
 
Following communicating with the President, Dr Chen Lei, Associate 
Dean, shared his experiences and tips of getting GRF/ECS grants. He 
explained the whole process in detail, from how to choose a suitable 
topic to various technical issues such as budget control and dealing     
with potential reviewers.  

 
With its concerted determination and unyielding efforts, the School of Law is ready to scale new heights 
in the field of legal research.  
 
 


