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This time last year, I almost abandoned my dream of spending a semester abroad as part of my 
undergraduate studies. For both academic and personal reasons, student exchange proved to be 
impractical for my circumstances. I lacked incentive to face the hurdles ahead and preferred to remain 
on track instead. Then, the HSBC Overseas Scholarship Scheme came along. 
 
Lured by the possibility of year-long financial support, I started looking into different options of 
overseas studies beyond those offered by the university. Around the same time, I participated in the 
Global Legal Education and Awareness Project sponsored by the school and had the chance to study 
European competition policy at University College, Oxford. There, I became acquainted with my tutor 
Dr Maria Ioannidou, who gave me a stimulating experience of the Oxford tutorial system and would 
later become a referee for my application to St. Catherine’s College. 
 
As a result of that project, I also came to develop an intellectual interest in the interaction between 
regulation and economics, which eventually motivated me to pursue interdisciplinary studies as a 
visiting student. At St. Catherine’s College, I hope to take courses such as Copyright, Patents and Allied 
Rights, Legal Concepts in Finance and Introductory Economics. 
 
Coming back to the HSBC Overseas Scholarship Scheme, I feel extremely 
honoured to be one of the seven scholarship recipients selected by a 
competitive interview process, which included an internal one by staff 
members of the university and an external one by senior management 
members of HSBC. The latter even comprised different panels on different 
floors, making the transit itself a rather formidable experience. Apart from 
general questions relating to my studies, extra-curricular activities, work 
experiences and personal statement, the panellists raised some interesting 
questions: ‘What makes you you?’, ‘Are you a competitive or compassionate 
person?’, ‘What will you miss about Hong Kong?’… These questions of a 
personal nature made me feel at ease being myself. Indeed, at the external 
interview, shortlisted candidates may rest assured that they have satisfied 
the criteria for the scholarship; what concerns interviewers the most is you as 
a person, putting aside whatever achievements you have made. Looking back, 
my individuality and self-awareness were perhaps what distinguished me from the rest of the 
candidates.  
 
I am very grateful to HSBC for awarding me this scholarship, which will not only assist me with my 
overseas studies, but also give me the credentials to pursue further studies and advance my career. As 
an HSBC scholar, I will have the opportunity to benefit from a range of training and networking 
programs, thereby accumulating the social capital necessary for a lawyer. 



 

On a final note, I must express my gratitude to the school for recommending me for the scholarship. In 
particular, I would like to thank the Dean (Professor Geraint Howells), Dr Rebecca Ong (former LLB 
Programme Leader), Ms Alisa Kwan (Associate LLB Programme Leader) and the LLB Programme 
Secretary (Ms Phyllis Yan) for facilitating the confirmation of my scholarship. I also wish to thank Dr 
Rajesh Sharma for being unconditionally supportive always, whether as a friend or a teacher, and Ms 
Scarlet Hai-yin Tsao for inspiring me to explore my potential. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


