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Specialist in Intellectual Property Law gave a lecture on Intellectual Property Law and Technology 

Transfer in Offset Agreements 

 

--Louis Liu 

9
th

 June, 2014 

A staff seminar titled “Intellectual Property Law and Technology Transfer in Offset Agreements” was 

held on 28th May 2014 in School of Law’s conference room. Ms Therese Keelaghan, the speaker, has 

been a member of the University of Aix Marseille Law School, France, for the past 22 years. As 

Research Associate there, she lectures the subjects of her speciality, Intellectual Property Law and 

Transfer of Technology. She is a member of the State Bar Association of California since 1982 and of 

the French Bar Association since 1997, qualifying as a Certified Specialist in Intellectual Property Law 

in 2003.  In 2012, Ms Keelaghan was nominated by the French Minister of Foreign Commerce to the 

position of Counsellor for Foreign Commerce to the 

government of France.  Her practice specializes in 

international commercial matters and, in particular, the 

sale of high technology products and services, research 

and development, and the international transfer of 

technology.  

Countries importing innovative products want to obtain 

the technology and know-how involved in the production 

of these foreign-manufactured products, in order to 

promote domestic production and research leading to innovation and invention, and ultimately to 

achieve economic independence from foreign suppliers. Governments contracting for large 

infrastructure, nuclear or transportation projects with foreign companies request a transfer of the 

technology used in such projects. Private sector enterprises engaged in importing the high 

technology negotiate the communication and transfer of the information, know-how and legal rights 

to technology so as to develop new and improved technology of their own.  

The transfer of intellectual property rights used in large-scale public projects or high technology 

consumer products is at the core of contract negotiations between suppliers and buyers in both 

public and private sectors. An understanding of the protection and inherent limits of intellectual 

property law, transfer of technology contract and national and international legislation applicable to 
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offset agreements is thus critical to successful technology transfer in offset deals. The seminar has 

provided a brief overview of intellectual property law as applied to technology transfer in offset 

agreements, a significant and growing area of international law and finance.  

The presentation of Therese Keelaghan was divided into three parts. In the first part, “technology 

transfer in general” was introduced. Technology transfer, by definition, is the transfer of intellectual 

property rights (“IPR”) from the owner to a third party to be exploited under the conditions specified 

by agreement between the parties, while IPR is the right to a monopoly for the exploitation of 

certain intellectual creations for a limited period of time granted to an inventor or creator by a 

specific country. The second part focused on “technology transfer in the private sector”. Successful 

technology transfer depends upon “Technological Capacity” of a market, which is the ability of a 

market or an enterprise to integrate transferred technology and apply it to a commercial end. In the 

third part, “technology transfer and offsets in the public sector” was elaborated. The words in 

European Parliaments’ high level conference, “Defense and Securities Industries and Markets”, were 

cited to define offsets: “Offsets are economic compensations which many Member States may 

require from foreign suppliers for the purchase of defense equipment. These compensations can 

take various forms, but the ultimate purpose of offset requirements is always to oblige non-national 

defense suppliers to generate business for local companies in the country that is purchasing.”  

Dr. Ding Chunayn, Associate Programme Leader of CityU’s LLM programme, said the topic is new to 

attending students and said that if the LLM 

students are interested in intellectual 

property rights, they can take the Intellectual 

Property and Technology Law stream, which 

has recently been introduced. The steam 

explores the cutting-edge issues relating to 

copyright, patent, trademark, design, trade 

secret and cyberspace. It further investigates 

the possible boundaries in intellectual 

property between commerce, industry, 

technology innovation, governance, 

education, and the relationship of law to each. Courses, covering both local and international law, 

are taught by leading experts or practitioners in their fields. The introduction of this new stream will 

enable students to acquire further knowledge in this field.  

 

 

(For more information about the LLM programme, please visit the following webpage: 

http://www6.cityu.edu.hk/slw/academic/postgraduate_llm.html ) 
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