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Universal suffrage of the Chief Executive in 2017 is a significant milestone in the constitutional 

development of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR). People of all walks of 

life in the HKSAR, as well as the international community have been showing great concern to it 

and watching closely its development. However, there have been serious divergent opinions, or 

even arguments, on how to implement the unprecedented universal suffrage of the Chief 

Executive in the HKSAR.  

 

To provide a platform for organizations/people with different views on this matter to express 

and exchange their opinions and to discuss issues of common concerns constructively and 

rationally, the Centre for Chinese and Comparative Law (RCCL) of our Law School held the 

“Roundtable on Issues Relating to the 2017 Chief Election” on 26 April 2014.  

 

Speakers of this Roundtable include local legal and political science scholars — such as Prof. 

Albert HY Chen (Chan Professor in Constitutional Law, Faculty of Law, The University of Hong 

Kong); Prof. Joseph Cheng Yu-shek (Chair Professor of Political Science, City University of Hong 

Kong and Convenor of Alliance for True Democracy); Dr. Chan Kin-man (Associate professor, 

Department of Sociology, Chinese University of Hong Kong and Organizer of Occupy Central 

with Love and Peace); and Prof. Lin Feng and Dr. Priscilla Leung of our Law School— as well as 

people from different local political parties and with different political convictions — such as 

Ms Emily Lau (Chair of the Democratic Party and Legislative Councillor of HKSAR); Mr. Holden 

Chow (Chair of Young DAB); and Mr. Lawrence Ma (barrister and Chair of China-Australia Legal 

Exchange Foundation). Additionally, we were honoured to have invited prominent political 

science scholar Professor Iain McLean of Oxford University to join the discussion of one session 



through video conferencing, and his brilliant student — Dr. Alan Renwick, Reader in 

Comparative Politics and Acting Head of the Department of Politics and International Relations 

at the University of Reading — even accepted our invitation to travel to Hong Kong and 

participate in the discussions of all the four sessions of the Roundtable, providing us with an 

international view on issues relating to the implementation of universal suffrage. 

 

 

Dr. Alan Renwick introduced the essential 

elements of democratic election in a democratic 

society from the perspective of political science. 

 

Prof. Iain McLean joined the Roundtable through 

video-conferencing. 

At the Roundtable, controversial issues related to the 2017 Chief Executive Election and various 

universal suffrage proposals tabled by different political parties, organizations and individuals 

were examined critically from both academic and political reality perspectives: While speakers 

presented their different views andengaged in heated debate with each other, audiences also 

actively expressed their opinions and put forward hard questions to speakers during the Q & A 

sessions. In short, the atmosphere of the Roundtable was interactive, enthusiastic and thought-

provoking. 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

As with other similar conferences and forums, it is certain that this Roundtable would not 

directly resulted in reaching a consensus on various issues relating to the 2017 universal 

suffrage of the Chief Executive among the Hong Kong Society, and this also was not the 

objective of the Roundtable. Undoubtedly, discussions and debates, or even arguments, over 

related issues will continue. Notwithstanding that, however, most of the panelists did reach 

consensus on the following four points:  

 

• It is possible that the nominating committee can work, and we can find a solution to it 

under the Basic Law, provided that the nominating committee can enhance its content 

legitimacy and procedural legitimacy, such as by adding civic nomination and/or political 

party nomination before the nominating committee’s functioning; 

• The electoral base of the nominating committee needs to be broadened to enhance its 

democracy;  

• Either two-round voting system or alternative voting system should be used in the 2017 

Chief Executive Election; and 

• The existing nomination threshold should continue to be used by the nominating 

committee in the 2017 Chief Executive Election.       

 

To conclude, by organizing this Roundtable, the RCCL has facilitated the enhancement of 

communication and understanding among people with different views, hence contributed to 

such significant constitutional reform of the HKSAR. 


