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Moot like a tiger, learn like a humble student: 

Law Students gain precious experience at 4
th

 International ADR Moot 
 

19 August 2013 

-Agnes Kwok 

 

 
 ADR Moot 2013 inaugurated on 28 July at CityU 

 

The 4
th

 International ADR (Alternative Dispute Resolution) Mooting Competition was successfully held at 

City University of Hong Kong from 28 July to 3 August 2013. This innovative competition, being a unique 

blend of arbitration and mediation processes as the means to resolve a simulated commercial dispute, was 

first initiated by the CIETAC (China International Economic and Trade Arbitration Commission), CityU 

Law School, and Columbia Law School in 2010. This year, UNCITRAL (The United Nations Commission 

on International Trade Law) – Regional Centre for Asia and the Pacific, an important body within the United 

Nations system in the field of international trade law, has also joined as a new collaborator to support the  

training and education through the ADR Moot to future lawyers in the globalized age. 

 

The exciting week kicked off with the Opening Ceremony held in the evening of 28 July 2013(Sunday) at 

CityU, attended by 19 teams from around the world. Distinguished guests who attended the Opening 

Ceremony included Mr. Rimsky Yuen, the Honourable Secretary for Justice; Prof. Way Kuo, the President 

of CityU; Prof. Matthew Lee, Acting Chief-of-Staff of CityU; Prof. Tang Houzhi, Senior Adviser of 

CIETAC; and Prof. Wang Guiguo, Former Dean of CityU Law School.   

 

 

 

Dr. Rajesh Sharma, Director of the International ADR Mooting 

Competition, welcomed all on behalf of CityU Law School. He was 

glad to witness the competition maturing both in terms of scale and 

structure over the past few years. Dr. Sharma also reminded the 

competing teams that they should “moot like a tiger, and yet when 

the time comes, learn like a humble student”.  
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Prof. Way Kuo also represented CityU to welcome the visiting 

teams and he expressed appreciation for this endeavour of CityU 

Law School as a professional education provider. The University is 

honoured to be able to host this event, especially in view of the 

popularity of arbitration and mediation as effective means to settle 

disputes and promote peace within the society.   

 

 

 

Prof. Tang Houzhi is an advocate of mediation. He pointed out that 

the litigation and arbitration systems are now on the decline, since 

the present court procedures to resolve disputes are complex, 

lengthy and stereotypical. However, the development of mediation 

legislation and mediation activities all over the world has been 

hindered by various factors. Prof. Tang called for the world-wide 

use of mediation, and also respect for the legitimate rights of the 

parties who are willing to resolve their disputes via mediation.  

 

 

Mr. Rimsky Yuen remarked that “the ADR Moot is a valuable 

platform for law students from different jurisdictions to enrich their 

experience in the practice of arbitration and mediation; such 

precious experience is simply irreplaceable. It is also hoped that the 

new friendships gained by the students would help them get in 

touch with the latest developments in other jurisdictions, and stay 

truly global.”  

 

 

 

In his vote of thanks, Prof. Wang Guiguo, Former Dean of CityU 

Law School commented that the idea behind the ADR Moot is in 

compliance with the trends of the globalized world. Furthermore, 

as commercial arbitration and investor-state arbitration are 

becoming increasingly institutionalized and expensive, mediation 

is an emerging and more effective means to resolve disputes. In 

fact, mediation is now a culture shared by the world, a meeting 

point for the East and the West. 

 

 *    *         * 

All these mark the beginning of everything. The competition in the ensuing days was intense and inspiring 

for the competitors. Nine to ten matches took place every day for the general rounds with morning and 

afternoon sessions. The corridor of the match venues was filled with an atmosphere of anticipation, and 

became a place for discussion and caucuses, competitors ever mindful of the hushed footsteps of the panel 

judges.   

 

The quarter-finalists were announced in the evening of 1 August 2013(Thursday). CityU, Hidayatulla 

National Law University (two teams), Pan-European University, National Law University, Jodhpur, M. S. 

Ramaiah College of Law, National Law Institute University, Bhopal and Korea University were in for the 

Quarter-finals. The CityU team became the highest ranked team in the general rounds, and Mr. Peter Plachy 

from Pan-European University claimed the “Best Oralist (Arbitration proceedings) in General Rounds”.  
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Group photo taken upon the announcement of Quarter-finalists, 1 August 

 
The quarter-finals and semi-finals were duly completed on 2 August 2013(Thursday). In the Grand Final on 

3 August 2013(Saturday) morning, Hidayatulla National Law University and National Law University, 

Jodhpur fought for the final honour before a panel of three world-class veteran arbitrators and mediators: 

Prof. Tang Houzhi, Prof. Philip Yang and Ms. Venna Cheng. After the arbitration proceedings, the 

mediation session was taken over by Mr. Norris Yang, an experienced mediator who has been practicing 

international commercial law for more than 30 years.  

 

 
The Final Match on 3 August 

 

The final results were not announced until the Awards presentation dinner at Renaissance Harbour View 

Hotel in the evening: the ultimate victory went to National Law University, Jodhpur as the winning team. 

Among the other awards, Mr. Manraj Deep Singh from National Law Institute University, Bhopal was 

nominated by judges and teams as the “Best Individual in the Client’s Role”; Mr. Adam Sebesta from Pan-

European University won the “Professor Tang Houzhi Award for the Best Mediator”, and the University of 

Vienna won the “Best Representation Plan”.  (Please refer to next page for the full list of award winners.) 

The Awards ceremony was attended by Prof. Gu Minkang, Acting Dean of CityU Law School and Prof. 

Horace Ip, Acting Vice-President (Research and Technology) on behalf of CityU.  
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List of winners 

Awards Schools 

1. Winning Team in the Final  National Law University, Jodhpur 

2. Runner-up Team in the Final  Hidayatulla National Law University 

3. Highest Ranked Team in General 

Rounds 

City University of Hong Kong 

4. Best Oralist (Arbitration proceedings) 

in General Rounds  

Mr. Peter Plachy  

from Pan-European University 

5. Best Team in Mediation in General 

Rounds 

Hidayatullah National Law University 

6. Best Mediator in General Rounds  Mr. Imran Bin Sheik Mohamed  

from Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM) 

7. Spirit of the Moot Award National University of Singapore 

8. Encouragement Award  Lloyd Law College 

9. Best Representation Plan University of Vienna 

10. Best Individual in the Client’s Role Mr. Manraj Deep Singh  

from National Law Institute University, 

Bhopal  

11. Runner-up Team – Memoranda Hidayatullah National Law University 

12. Best Memoranda  School of Excellence in Law 

13. Runner-up for Best Mediator Mr. S. Mohammed Raiz  

from National Law University, Jodhpur 

14. Professor Tang Houzhi Award for the 

Best Mediator 

Mr. Adam Sebesta  

from Pan-European University 

15. Best Oralist (Arbitration proceedings) 

in Final  

Mr. Devesh Khara  

from Hidayatullah National Law 

University 

 
 


