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Delegation from Turkey visits CityU School of Law 

17 June 2013 

-Agnes Kwok 

 

A 13-person delegation from Turkey, including members of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey, 

Ministry of Justice, City University of Istanbul and the World Bank Group, visited the School of Law of 

City University of Hong Kong in the morning of 14 June 2013. The delegation met with Dean Professor 

Wang Guiguo, Associate Dean Professor Anton Cooray, LLMArbDR Programme Leader Dr. Yang 

Fan, Director of Mooting Dr. Rajesh Sharma, and Teaching Fellow Mr. Michael Beckett to discuss 

the recent trends in Alternative Dispute Resolution in Hong Kong, the city being an international 

business and financial center with sophisticated dispute resolution mechanisms. 

Professor Wang Guiguo began the discussion by introducing the CityU Law School to the delegation, 

including its history, programmes on offer and recent achievements. He also highlighted the 

International ADR Mooting Competition, co-organized by CityU Law School, the China International 

Economic and Trade Arbitration Commission (CIETAC), and the School of Law of Columbia 

University in association with UNCITRAL-Regional Centre for Asia and the Pacific. The 4
th

 ADR Moot 

will be held at CityU in late July this year. 

Dr. Yang Fan then introduced the Master of Laws in Arbitration & Dispute Resolution (LLMArbDR) 

programme, which is offered by the School to provide qualified and skilled human resources to meet the 

needs of the local market. Meanwhile, the programme has also attracted students and practitioners from 

Russia, India, the Philippines, etc. who are interested in alternative dispute resolution in China, the Asia-
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Pacific region and around the world. Upon completion of the programme, graduates are eligible to apply 

for profession recognition such as membership or fellowship of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators.   

Dr. Rajesh Sharma pointed out that establishing the practice of arbitration will take a country forward in 

its economic development. When drafting the arbitration laws, it is important for the country to consider 

how these laws will be used by the future generations. And hence the student-oriented perspective: 

mooting is an efficient way for students to learn to apply the law, and is in fact now a compulsory 

component of the School’s programmes. Students’ research and discussions in the process of mooting 

can also help institutions and the country to adjust the laws accordingly.  

 

Interesting questions revolving around the enforcement of arbitration, such as the issue of governmental 

involvement, the importance of an independent arbitral body, the negotiation of arbitration clause, etc., 

were raised and discussed in depth. After a lively discussion on how arbitration may be developed in 

Turkey and the role of the academia and the government in supporting the same, Professor Wang 

Guiguo and the representative of the delegation exchanged souvenirs, marking the end of the meaningful 

and constructive exchange.  


