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The International Conference on “The Rule of Law with Chinese Characteristics”, co-organized by the 

Centre for Chinese and Comparative Law (RCCL), CityU School of Law, and the Chinese Journal of 

Law, Institute of Law, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, was successfully held from 5 to 7 June 

2013 at City University of Hong Kong. More than 30 distinguished scholars from Hong Kong, Macau, 

mainland China and abroad presented at the conference and exchanged comparative views on this 

controversial topic.  

Several years ago, the Central People’s Government of the PRC has officially announced the 

introduction of a legal system with socialist Chinese characteristics. It is against this background that the 

conference was organized, which aimed to facilitate the dialogue among scholars on the theme on the 

rule of law as per the “China model”, to offer comparative perspectives on its features, and to bridge the 

communication between China and other countries in relation to this topic.  

Prof. Lin Feng, Director of the Centre for Chinese and Comparative Law, CityU, Prof. Wang Guiguo, 

Dean of School of Law, CityU, and Prof. Li Lin, Director of Institute of Law, Chinese Academy of 

Social Sciences, gave their inaugural addresses at the Opening Ceremony of the conference on 5 June 

2013. 
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Prof. Lin Feng welcomed all participants who gathered 

at the conference to explore whether there exist any 

special characteristics in the legal system in transitional 

China at the present time, achieved through meaningful 

and daring exchange of views among mainland Chinese 

scholars devoted to Chinese law research, scholars 

outside China who specialize in Chinese law research, 

and scholars who are not researchers on Chinese law 

but are able to look at the Chinese legal development 

with comparative perspectives.  

 

Prof. Wang Guiguo pointed out that the topic in 

question is stimulating on several grounds. Many 

scholars working in international economic law are 

aware that the implementation of international norms, 

and the standards and tests for such implementation, 

are gradually moving into the national systems, 

including the law enforcement system. In the 

globalized environment, no national law can stand 

alone without being affected by the international norms 

of other systems. In fact, it would be extremely difficult 

for any judiciary to maintain complete independence 

from international norms. Therefore, it would be very 

interesting to investigate whether the characteristics of 

the Chinese rule of law are being influenced by China’s 

integration into the rest of the world.  

 

Prof. Li Lin shared that it took the effort of 20 years for 

the Chinese judiciary to transform from a legal system 

to the rule of law.  In particular, while Chinese private 

law and economic law are more connected to the rest of 

the world, “Chinese characteristics” are perhaps more 

prominent in the areas of Chinese public law and 

constitutional law. He believed that the experience and 

knowledge shared by scholars with diverse cultural and 

legal backgrounds at the conference would be 

beneficial to the overall legal development in China. 
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On 7 June 2013, as the conference drew to a close, 

Prof. He Xin, Associate Director of the Centre for 

Chinese and Comparative Law, CityU, recapitulated 

on the remarkable propositions discussed at the 

conference. As China is becoming more and more 

important both economically and politically, it is 

equally important to understand China’s legal 

development and its impact on the world at large. 

Participants have tried to identify the characteristics 

of the Chinese rule of law, debated on the meaning of 

“Rule of Law” and “Rule by Law”, discussed whether 

the reality of China fits in with these concepts, and also explored the legal and institutional changes that 

underpin the trajectory of the Chinese rule of law. The conference succeeded in deepening participants’ 

understanding of the topic, and instead of arriving at a clear conclusion, the rendezvous has elicited 

more interesting questions than answers, such as the relationship between China’s economic 

development and legal development, the issue of constitutional clause in China, the role of Chinese 

lawyers in the formation of civil society, human rights issue, etc. Indeed, the discussion may have just 

begun.    


