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Victories from Vienna: CityU Law Students Seize Championship 

in International Mooting Competition 
 
5 April 2013 

-Agnes Kwok 

 

On 28 March 2013, students of the School of Law, CityU 

Students from the School of Law, City University of Hong 

Kong won the Championship of the 20
th
 Willem C. Vis 

International Commercial Arbitration Moot held in Vienna, 

Austria. A total of 295 teams from 67 countries participated 

in the competition, including law students from the USA, 

Latin America, Germany, India, Brazil, France, China, the 

UK, Australia, Russia, and Switzerland. Last year, the CityU 

team also bagged the championship in the 9
th
 Annual Willem 

C. Vis (East) International Commercial Arbitration Moot, a 

The CityU team was back to Hong Kong on 30 March       sister competition held in Hong Kong; CityU has hence 

and greeted with bouquets                                                   become the first and only institution in the world 

to win these honours in a row. The Associate Deans, Prof. Anton Cooray and Prof. Gu Minkang received the 

winning students at the Hong Kong International Airport upon their return on 30 March. 

 

The CityU team consisted of Timothy Ho Lok Tim, Cleo Chau Haye-teng, Kamaljeet Kaur and Ron Yung from 

the Bachelor of Laws with Honours (LLB) programme; Liang Fang from the Juris Doctor (JD) programme; and 

Jacquelyn Ng Ga Hei and Eric Ng Kar-yan from the Postgraduate Certificate in Laws (PCLL) programme. Dr. 

Rajesh Sharma, the Director of Mooting of the CityU Law School, coached and supported the team throughout 

the competition. 

 

According to Jacquelyn Ng, one of the team members, this year's moot problem centred around a dispute arising 

from the delivery of polo shirts from Equatoriana to Oceania (two imaginary states).  The sale was not entirely 

smooth: the goods were not delivered as per the date agreed on paper; subsequently, the manufacturer of those 

shirts also transpired to be associated with the use of child labour. The major issues were twofold: first, whether 
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the date of delivery had been, or indeed could be, altered without writing, and second, whether there has been a 

fundamental breach of the contract as the manufacturer of the shirts is no longer producing according to the 

highest ethical standards. Participants had to grapple with those issues in relation to procedural and substantive 

law, and also the amorphous idea of ethics in the written memorandums for claimant and respondent, as well as 

the oral arguments based upon them.  

 

The achievement of the CityU team is significant in that this is the first time for any team from Hong Kong to 

prevail in the Grand Finals in Vienna, and this will count as one of the CityU School of Law's lasting marks in the 

world of legal education and scholarship. The team shared that the success in Vienna is poignant in demonstrating 

the power of unity and the utmost devotion to a shared cause and to each one on the team. 

 

The goal of the Annual Willem C. Vis International Commercial 

Arbitration Moot is to foster the study of international arbitration 

law for resolution of international business disputes through its 

application to a concrete problem, and to train future law leaders 

in the methods of alternative dispute resolution, an increasingly 

important field of international legal practice.  

 

 

The CityU team took a photo with Prof. Eric Bergsten,  

organizer of the competition 


