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Economically, China has emerged as a global power in the 21
st
 century. In order to achieve 

sustainable economic development as a matter of urgency, the country’s legal and judicial 

development needs to keep pace with her economic development. It is with this in mind that the 

LLM Programme for Chinese Judges was first established by CityU’s School of Law in 2008. With 

the combined effort of the National Judges College of the Supreme People’s Court of China and 

Columbia Law School, coupled with financial support from the Fu Tak Iam Foundation Ltd and 

subsequent enthusiastic participation by the Korea University Law School, the programme has 

received wide recognition from legal education providers and students alike since its inception, and 

is now a signpost for Hong Kong legal education.  

 

The School has established extensive global links with legal education providers to offer an 

outstanding education and international exposure to our Chinese judge students. In the past four 

years, the School has consistently undertaken a rigorous exercise in selecting high-quality candidates 

for the LLM (Chinese judges) programme, who are incumbent judges in various courts across the 

country.  Candidates also need to pass the English language requirement in order to be eligible for 

admission. The programme aims to enhance students’ professional legal knowledge and broaden 

their vision with international and comparative perspectives against the background of globalization.  

 

The Welcoming and Graduation Ceremony for LLM Chinese judges held on 11 January 2013 

marked the commencement of the 5
th

 batch of Chinese judges and was also an occasion to bid 

farewell to the 4
th

 batch graduates. Officiating guests attending the Ceremony include Dr Norman 

LEUNG, GBS, LLD, JP, Pro-Chancellor of CityU; The Hon Jasper TSANG Yok-sing, GBS, JP, 
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President of the Legislative Council, HKSAR; Mr Herman HU Shao-ming, BBS, JP, Council 

Chairman of CityU; Professor Way KUO, President and University Distinguished Professor of 

CityU; Professor HAO Yinchong, Vice President of National Judges College, the People’s 

Republic of China; Dr LIU Xinkui, Deputy Director-General of the Legal Affairs 

Department ,Liaison Office of the Central People’s Government in the HKSAR; Mr Adrian FU 

Hau Chak, Chairman of Fu Tak Iam Foundation Limited; Professor Nohyoung PARK, Member of 

International Advisory Board, CityU’s School of Law(SLW) and Dean of Korea University Law 

School; Dr Simon IP Sik-on, CBE, JP, Co-Chairman of International Advisory Board, CityU’s 

School of Law and Vice-Chairman of Fu Tak Iam Foundation Limited; Professor Daniel FUNG, 

SBS, SC, QC, JP, Member of International Advisory Board, CityU’s School of Law; Mr CHAN 

Ka-kui, BBS, JP, Council Member, CityU; Professor Arthur ELLIS, Provost of CityU; and 

Professor WANG Guiguo, Dean & Chair Professor of Chinese and Comparative Law, CityU’s 

School of Law. 

 

Group photo of the officiating guest and the 5
th

 batch of LLM Chinese judges 

The 5
th

  batch, comprising 29 judges from 16 provinces in China, join the common law stream of the 

LLM programme at City University. During their studies, the judges will attend a tailor-made 

training programme at Columbia Law School for one month. During their study at Columbia Law 

School, the judge students will visit the Supreme Court, the Department of Justice of the United 

States. They will also participate in a one-week programme in the Korea University in South Korea, 

and a study tour to Geneva and Vienna. Court internship in Hong Kong has also been arranged for 

the judges in order to introduce hands-on learning experience. Last but not least, a variety of co-

curricular activities will also supplement their regular study schedule, such as conference, seminars, 

workshops and on-site studies etc.  
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Prof. Way Kuo said that Hong Kong is a unique place and has 

a very solid judicial system which serves as a useful reference 

for students undertaking the LLM (Chinese judges) 

programme. He congratulated the Chinese judges upon their 

graduation and welcomed the new intake of Chinese judge 

students. He also expressed thanks to the various 

collaborating institutions. Prof. Kuo is confident that the 

Chinese judge students would add valuable contribution to the 

University’s profile.    

 
 

Prof. Way Kuo 

 

Mr. Herman Hu Shao-ming pointed out that CityU has 

recently entered the top 100 world universities list in QS 

international university rankings and ranked number 12 in 

Asia. He then invited the Chinese judge graduates to join the 

CityU alumni community, now with over 130,000 members 

all over the world, and also welcomed the new students, 

encouraging them to acquire an international vision through 

their study at CityU. He also gave thanks to the partner 

institutions and Fu Tak Iam Foundation Ltd for their 

financial sponsorship. 
Mr. Herman Hu Shao-ming 

 

 

According to Prof. Hao Yinzhong, through the one-year 

study at CityU, the Chinese judge students have not only 

familiarized themselves with knowledge regarding the 

Common Law, but also brought up a deep affection for 

Hong Kong. Prof. Hao believes that graduates would bring 

home with the spirit of rule of law, and the legal culture of 

Hong Kong and develop a new, critical perspective when 

they go back to their duties in the Mainland.  

 

 
Prof. Hao Yinzhong 

 

 

 

Mr. Adrian Fu pointed out that the Chinese judge students, 

upon finishing the programme, should be able to have an 

impact on the Chinese legal development. In the short term, 

the judges will have an acute awareness of rule of law; in the 

long run, they may bring profound changes to the Chinese 

legal system and help the country to keep pace with her 

economic development by their individual contributions.  

 

 

 
Mr. Adrian Fu Hau Chak 
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Prof. Nohyoung Park described the Chinese judges as 

serious and curious students in their encounter at the Korea 

University Law School. He trusted that the Chinese judges, 

upon finishing their study, will contribute to the 

advancement of rule of law in China. He also believed that 

the friendship between Korea and China will continue to 

deepen through such a direct exchange. 

 

 
Prof. Nohyoung Park 

 

 

Dr. Simon Ip encouraged the Chinese judge graduates to 

apply their new-gained knowledge and experiences wisely 

in discharging their duties in China. It is his sincere hope to 

witness the progress in Chinese legal system, and 

consequently becoming more robust and fair, showing full 

respect for the global community. 

 

 

 
Dr. Simon Ip Sik-on 

 

Mr. Jiang Qiang, from Beijing Haidian Court, representative 

of the fourth batch graduates, expressed heartfelt thanks to 

lecturers and administrators in the programme. He added, “we 

are going back to work, for our country, for our people. I do 

not know how capable we will be to make China a better and 

more just country, but we are going to make best use of this 

outstanding one-year education and try our best to improve our 

daily work. And I strongly believe that everyone matters, and 

every case matters…… We are filled with a deep sense of 

gratitude, nostalgia, and farewell. CityU has already become 

our second home.” 
Mr. Jiang Qiang 

 

 

 

Mr. Zhou Jianjun, from Qingdao Intermediate Court, the 

incoming LLM judge students’ representative, compared 

themselves with the legendary Buddhist monk, Master 

TangXuanzang, who ventured his life westward in search 

for the law of the universe with tremendous perseverance. 

He added, “now, what is our belief? It is the law. In our 

law we believe, by our law we abide…… all has been 

done with the sincerest faith and uttermost care. However, 

we do believe that there is a lot of room for further  

advancement for our law. One of the easiest approaches  
Mr. Zhou Jianjun                                           
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to achieve that perfection, we believe, is to borrow something from the outside world, to tailor it to 

fit into our own system. This is why, by following Master Xuanzang’s footsteps, we come all the 

way to here in Hong Kong. This is what, with the Master Xuanzang’s torch lighting the way ahead, 

we shall try our best to accomplish. This is our destiny.” 

 

 

According to Prof. Wang Guiguo, the Dean of School of Law, 

the LLM (Chinese judges) programme has become a brandname 

for CityU in five years since its inception thanks to the hard 

work of students, the strong leadership of Justice Wan Exiang, 

the Vice-president of the Supreme People’s Court of China and 

President Way Kuo of City University of Hong Kong, and co-

operation among the partner institutions and support of all 

sectors of the society. Their support and collaboration are 

essential for the success of the programme. Prof. Wang 

beseeched students to get prepared to seize the time and 

opportunities in their study here at CityU, to persist and 

persevere in their pursuit of justice, and in doing something 

useful for mankind. He also shared with students and graduates 

the latest development of the Chinese Judges Alumni 

Association, and the setup of its sub-associations in Beijing, 

Qingdao, Chengdu, Changsha, and Shenzhen in the near future.  
Prof. Wang Guiguo 


