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CityU Law School is privileged to invite Mr. Lee Dong-heub, Justice of 

Constitutional Court of Korea, to give a public lecture entitled Development and 

Current Situation of the Constitutional Adjudication in Korea. Along with him, two 

honorable guests, Mr. Shin Chae-hyun, Vice Consul General and Mr. Park Sung-il, 

Consul, Consulate General of The Republic of Korea in Hong Kong, attended the 

lecture.  

The lecture unfolded a complete picture of the 
history, current situation and prospects of the 
Korea Constitutional Court. After having gone 
through the inactive and sometimes merely 
ornamental forms of constitutional 
adjudication systems, the Republic of Korea 
finally established the Constitutional Court in 
1988. And, different from its predecessors, the 
Constitutional Court has been known for its 

active and successful performance in adjudicating constitutional matters, as the 
last resort of upholding the Constitution and protecting fundamental rights of the 
citizens. Despite its relatively short history of twenty three years, the 
Constitutional Court has succeeded in firmly establishing both the constitutional 
adjudication system in this country and itself as a constitutional institution. The 
Constitutional Court has become rooted in the minds of the people as the final 
defender of their basic rights, receiving broad support and positive evaluations 
from jurists, scholars and the people. 
 
For better understanding of the Korean Constitutional Court, in this lecture, 
institutional foundations of constitutional review in Korea and status, 
composition and jurisdiction of the Korean Constitutional Court were briefly 
reviewed. Also, important cases in practice classified by the types of fundamental 
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rights including civil, social and property rights and others were presented. The 
lecture also introduced the arguments over the necessary improvement to 
overcome some obstacles that the Korean Constitutional Court is facing, 
including issues related to its competence and jurisdiction and the process of 
nomination, appointment and term of office of Justices.     
 
Mr. Lee started to serve as Justice of Constitutional Court of Korea since 2006. 
Before that, he was assigned to various levels of courts in Korea. He was the Chief 
Presiding Judge of Suwon High Court from 2000 to 2001 and Chief Presiding 
Judge of Seoul High Court in 2005. He was also the Chairperson of Preparatory 
Committee for Association of Asian Constitutional Court. 
 
In his remarks before the lecture, Mr Lee 
said that he is honored to make a speech 
in front of the lawyers and students in 
Hong Kong.  He hopes the speech would 
help Hong Kong people to obtain a better 
understanding of the responsibilities and 
functions of Korea Constitutional Court 
and deepen the exchanges between China 
and Korea.  
 
The lecture attracted over 60 attendees, among whom, 28 were the Chinese 
judges studying in the LLM stream at CityU Law School.  The Chinese judges took 
strong interest in the lecture and had comprehensive discussions with Justice Lee 
after his lecture. Mr Gu Minkang, Associate Dean of CityU Law School described 
the lecture as insightful and inspiring.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


