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From December 10th to 17th, a group 

of thirty Chinese judges in Master of 

Laws (LLM) Programme conducted a 

study tour to Geneva and Vienna, led 

by Mr. Gu Minkang, Associate Dean 

and Mr. Rajesh Sharma, Assistant 

Professor, CityU School of Law. 

 

Geneva of Switzerland was the first 

stop in this European visit. During this 

period, the judges visited World Trade 

Organization (WTO), World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), United 

Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and Geneva 

University. They had comprehensive discussions with the experts on hot issues 

including international commodity and service trade, international intellectual 

property protection, etc.  

In WTO, Mr. Tang Xiaobing, Counselor of Market Access Division, introduced 

the history and development of WTO as well as current situation of international 

commodity trade in China; Mrs. Wu Xiaoping from TRIPs Division briefed the 

judges the current practices of WTO on enforcement of TRIPs, and then took 

Spain’s Anti-AIDS drug case as an example to illustrate hot issues of Patent 

Compulsory License. Mrs. Zhang Ruosi from Service Division introduced 

international service trade and dispute resolution mechanism of WTO. Further, she 

included China’s “Music Recordings” and “Unionpay” cases as examples to 

illustrate the existing problems in China’s international service trade sector.  

In WIPO, the experts introduced the main functions of WIPO, current issues of 

international intellectual property protection and WIPO Arbitration and Mediation 
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Center. The judges obtained a better understanding of the differences between 

WIPO and IP Division of WTO, as well as the jurisdiction of WIPO Arbitration 

and Mediation Center, especially the domain name cases.  

The judges were offered an exclusive opportunity to have a meeting with Dr. 

Supachai Panitchpakdi, Secretary General of UNCTAD and former Director-

General of WTO. He introduced the responsibilities and functions of UNCTAD 

and shared his opinions on women rights protection. The judges then visited 

Geneva University and had candid exchanges with Swiss judges.  

After Geneva, the judges had a short stay in 

Vienna, where they called in on the Austrian 

Supreme Court and Vienna University. They 

had extensive and thought provoking 

discussions with the Hon. Prof. Dr. Irmgard 

Griss, President of Supreme Court of Austria 

that covered matters such as the importance of 

maintaining judicial neutrality to the rationale 

for maintaining the death penalty. The judges 

received warm welcome from Vienna 

University, the partner institution of CityU 

School of Law in Europe, and attended 

meetings with the Law Faculty and legal 

practitioners in Vienna.  
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