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CityU Law School is honored to host the opening 
ceremony of the 2nd International ADR (Alternative 
Dispute Resolution) Mooting Competition on Aug 7, 
2011.  
 
The officiating guests include: Professor Tang Houzhi, 
Honorary Vice Chairman and Senior Advisor, the China 
International Economic and Trade Arbitration 
Commission (CIETAC); Mr Yu Jianlong, Vice Chairman 
and Secretary-General, CIETAC; Mr Kumar 
Ramanathan, SC, President, Hong Kong Bar 
Association; Mr Dieter Yih, Vice President, The Law 
Society of Hong Kong; Mr Vincent DeLuca, Senior 
Director of International and Comparative Law 
Programs, Columbia Law School; Professor Wang Guiguo, Dean, School of Law, City University of 
Hong Kong; Dr Vernon Nase, Director of International ADR Mooting Competition & Associate 
Professor;  and Mr Rajesh Sharma, Director of Mooting and Assistant Professor. 
 
The International ADR (Alternative Dispute Resolution) Mooting Competition is an innovate and 
exciting initiative of three institutions, the China International Economic and Trade Arbitration 
Commission (CIETAC), the School of Law at City University of Hong Kong (CityU) and the Columbia 
Law School. It is the first mooting competition in the world to combine mediation and arbitration. 
The 2nd International ADR Mooting Competition is taking place from Aug 7 to 13, 2011 and CityU is 
honored to be the host institution again, which reflects Hong Kong's distinct role as a leading centre 
for regional and international dispute resolution. 
 
The number of participants breaks the record of last year, demonstrating the active involvement of 
worldwide tertiary-level institutions in arbitration and mediation practical training. There are 
altogether 14 teams from all over the world, such as mainland China, South Korea, Australia, India, 
the United States and Europe. The teams are from renowned law schools including Columbia Law 
School, New York University School of Law and China University of Political Science and Law.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
The officiating guests (from left to right): Mr Rajesh 
Sharma, Dr Vernon Nase, Mr Vincent DeLuca, Mr Dieter 
Yih, Professor Tang Houzhi, Mr Yu Jianlong, Mr Kumar 
Ramanathan, Professor Wang Guiguo 
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A special team composed of three Chinese judges in Master of Law Programme at CityU Law School 
will participate in this year’s competition. Another team of CityU consists of six students from 
Bachelor of Laws with Honours (LLB), Juris Doctor (JD) and Master of Laws (LLM). 
 
The mooting teams will compete for the various awards, including the Best Mediator/Arbitrator, 
Best Oralist and Best Written Memoranda.  
 
Professor Wang delivered a welcoming speech on behalf of CityU. He 
warmly welcomed the participants from all over the world to gather 
in this fabulous competition. He said: “The competition is important 
as a contest itself and also as a global exchange. It provides you the 
opportunity and platform to learn the skills, experiences and build 
the long-lasting friendship for the future. ” He shows his gratitude to 
Dr. Vernon Nase and Mr. Rajesh Sharma for their throughout 
dedication to organizing the competition. 

 
Professor Tang, the living 
legend of Chinese arbitration now in his nineties delivered a 
passionate speech. He said: “Mediation becomes popular than 
before all over the world, which means what we are doing 
today is of significant value in promoting public awareness of 
mediation and legal training. Qualified education and training 
will greatly contribute to meeting the development of 
mediation. ” 
 
Mr Yu added on behalf of 

CIETAC: “The philosophy of Alternative Dispute Resolution deeply 
rooted in Chinese culture as we Chinese cherish harmony in our 
traditional culture. CIETAC has made great contributions to the 
development of ADR in China and we’re honored to work closely 
with CityU to further promote it through the competition.”  
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“The mooting competition is a unique practical experience 
which allows the competitors to take part in all the four roles 
as jury, lawyers, mediators and arbitrators. It builds solid 
knowledge and practical skills for future lawyers to successfully 
taking the case out of the court,” said Mr Kumar Ramanathan.  
 
Mr Dieter Yih said: “Legal 
education plays a vital role 
in the development of legal 

profession, which combines knowledge instilling and practical 
training. The competition is a best combination of the two 
essential elements. I hope the students will make their most to 
gain training and expose themselves to different perspectives 
cross-culturally.” 
 
Professor Vincent Deluca expressed his gratitude to their two 
co-partners, the China International Economic and Trade Arbitration Commission (CIETAC) and 

CityU Law School. His special thanks go to Professor Wang for 
his leadership in promoting this international event which 
has brought participants from all over the world to 
communicate and learn from each other. He believes that 
the students will deepen knowledge and gain practical skills 
from the competition, which will be a once in a lifetime 
experience.  
 
Commercial disputes shared 55% of the total number of 
alternative dispute resolution of the Hong Kong International 
Arbitration Centre in 2010. The International ADR moot is the 

world’s first mooting competition to combine arbitration and mediation to resolve a trade-related 
international dispute. It also writes a new chapter of the legal education in Hong Kong. By 
organizing this international competition, CityU Law School is offering law students the opportunity 
to enhance their professional skills of arbitration and mediation.  
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