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East Meets West   
12 March 1365 is an important day for 
Austria: University of Vienna was established 
on that day.  18 May 2011 is a day that will 
be noted in the diary of its Faculty of Law:  
On that day, the Dean of the Faculty of Law 
signed a memorandum of understanding 
with the Dean of Law of City University of 
Hong Kong setting in motion projects 
facilitating research collaboration, staff and 
student exchanges and cooperation in 
postgraduate studies. 
The Dean of Law, Professor Wang Guiguo 
and Associate Dean of Law, Professor Anton 
Cooray, met with the Rector elect of 
University of Vienna, Heinz W Engl, 
currently the Vice Rector for Research and 
Career Development, who warmly welcomed 
the academic and research collaboration 
between the two law schools and offered 
fullest cooperation in formalizing the 

proposed  programmes. 
 
Collaborative Postgraduate Programmes 
Professors Wang and Cooray held extensive discussions with Dean Heinz Mayer and 
other colleagues of Vienna law school and were able to agree in principle on a 
collaborative LLM programme in which our students will be able to study in 
University of Vienna. 
The proposed LLM programme will give an opportunity to our students to gain an in-
depth understanding of the civil law tradition, latest developments in comparative 
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legal discourse and current trends in legal theory and jurisprudence, in the context of 
European law and legal process.   
 
Expanding Horizons 
Our students will study in this well established and highly regarded law school which 
offers a wide range of special study programmes including legal philosophy, ethics 
and methodology; mediation and ADR; cultural and religious law; human rights, 
international banking, companies and business law. 
Students of Vienna University will be able to select from a range of LLM courses that 
City University of Hong Kong offers exposing them to the law of Asia in a comparative 
setting. 
 
Virtual Class Rooms 
Cooperation between the two universities 
will see students of the two law schools 
sharing class room experience through video 
conferencing.  Academic exchanges will 
ensure that our lecturers will have the 
opportunity of observing the academic 
environment in the European law schools 
which increasingly share the common law 
legal tradition in the contemporary world of 
increasing interdependence.  This initiative 
will take a step further our existing video 
conference teaching involving leading 
universities in the UK and USA.  
 
Another Leap in Innovation  
The Law School of City University of Hong 
Kong always tries to develop itself in 
compliance with the world trend:  In early 
1990s, it established probably the first ever 
LLM programme anywhere in the world 
specializing in arbitration and alternative 
dispute resolution, and followed it with the first dedicated LLM programme in 
Chinese and Comparative Law.  The Law School introduced the first JD programme in 
Hong Kong in 2004.  In the recent past, it established an unprecedented relationship 
with the judiciary of the Mainland China leading to an LLM programme and a JSD 
programme.  The establishment of a pioneering Hong Kong Centre for Maritime and 
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Transportation Law and the introduction of an LLM in maritime law is another 
significant landmark of the School of Law. 
 
Lectures on Comparative Law 
Professor Wang Guiguo and Professor Anton Cooray delivered very well received 
lectures in the series organized by the Interdisciplinary Association of Comparative 
and Private International Law.  Professor Wang Guiguo spoke on “Features, 
Difficulties and Directions of Contemporary International Economic Law” and dealt 
with challenges posed by differences between domestic and international norms 
governing and practices of trade, services and investments crossing national 
boundaries and considered the need for the international community to come up 
with alternatives for improving the international economic order.  Professor Anton 
Cooray spoke on “Bridges across Legal Traditional Divides: Oriental and Occidental 
Laws in Sri Lanka”   and appraised the idea of legal transplants from the point of view 
of the recipient state.  He evaluated the legal developments in Sri Lanka as a mixed 
and mixing jurisdiction.  Both lectures attracted lecturers, research students and 
practitioners of law. 
 
Vienna in the World of Learning 
Founded in 1365, the University of Vienna is associated with 9 Nobel Laureates. The 
University of Vienna was placed 85th in the Times Higher Education's World University 
Rankings in 2007 and 46th in the world in the field of social sciences in 2007. The 
University was placed in the top 100 in the 2003-2005 editions of Academic Ranking 
of World Universities. In THE–QS World University Rankings it was ranked 132nd 
among world's best universities and 46th among the best universities in the field of 
Arts and Humanities. In 2010, according to University Ranking by Academic 
Performance (URAP), University of Vienna was ranked the best university in Austria 
and 158th university in the world.  

 

 


