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Professor Hervé Ascensio, professor of international 

law of the Sorbonne Law School, University of Paris I 

(Pantheon-Sorbonne), visited the School of Law 

during the week of 11-15 April 2011 to discuss on 

student exchange programme the Sorbonne Law 

School and our Law School.  He also gave a staff 

seminar and hosted a student lecture during his stay. 

On 12 April 2011, Professor Ascensio led a staff 

seminar entitled “The New Power of the European 

Union to Conclude Investment Treaties with Third 

Countries”.  The seminar addressed issues such as whether the power to conclude treaties with third 

States by the EU was exclusive or shared with member states; whether member States were authorized 

to conclude treaties in their individual capacity; if there would be any party to represent the EU and the 

State(s) concerned in any arbitration proceeding initiated by a foreign investor under an EU treaty, etc.  

These legal questions were raised since the Lisbon treaty was entered into force as it changed the 

jurisdiction on extra-EU investment treaties arrangement.  The staff seminar led to a heated debate on 

territorial jurisdictions of the member States versus that of the EU. 

On 14 April 2011, Professor Ascensio gave a 

lecture on “Implementation of WTO Law in 

the European Union: the example of 

Antidumping and Countervailing Measures”.  

The lecture concentrated on the European 

legal framework and the case-law of the 

European Court of Justice in antidumping and 

countervailing measures, with a focus on 

measures imposed on some Chinese products 

and their compatibility with international law.  

The subject matter caught attention as on 

one hand, the European law has been predominant for mechanisms of defense against anti-competitive 

behaviours of producers and traders from third countries; on the other hand, antidumping and 

countervailing measures might be adopted by the Council of the European Union subject to inquiry by 

Professor Hervé Ascensio (left) and Mr Gu 

Minkang, Associate Dean of the School of Law. 



the European commission followed by a possible judicial review before the European Court of Justice.  

Proceedings must be compatible with WTO law, and third States can trigger off the WTO settlement of 

disputes mechanism against the European Union.  Students were attentive at the lecture and drilled on 

certain fundamental legal issues on public international law. 

 The School of Law is pleased to have hosted Professor Ascensio for both a staff seminar and a 

magnificent and timely lecture.  

 

 

 

 

Professor Hervé Ascensio is professor of international law at the Sorbonne Law School, University of 

Paris I (Panthéon-Sorbonne), and Director of the Master Degree in International Trade Law.  He is the 

author of numerous publications in general public international law, international economic law, and 

international criminal law.  He is a member and former Secretary General of the French Society for 

International Law, a member of the American Society of International Law, the International Institute of 

Human Rights (Institut Cassin), the International Law Association. He acted as counsel of the French 

Government in proceedings before the International Court of Justice and the European Court of Human 

Rights. He advises the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs on extraterritorial jurisdiction and international 

negotiations on corporate social responsibility. 

 

 


