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On Monday, 28 March 2011, the Hong 

Kong Centre for Maritime and 

Transportation Law presented a public 

seminar on the issue of “Piracy and 

Maritime Security”.  The seminar was 

chaired by Captain Vinay Patwardhan, 

the Director of Group Planning and 

Development at the Tai Chong Cheang 

Group.  He opened the seminar by 

pointing out the increasingly pressing 

and globalized impact resulted from 

piracy in the high seas.  The seminar 

provided both a local and an 

international perspective on this enduring problem in search of solutions. 

Mr Arthur Bowring, Managing Director of the Hong Kong Shipowners 

Association, gave a very informative presentation on “Defining the Problem of 

Piracy”.  He addressed the audience with alarming statistics on casualties in 

piracy.  Mr Bowring shared his views on how different parties, such as 

international organizations, states, sea farers, or civilian could assist in 

combating piracy.   

Turning to a different angle, Mr Roger Tupper, the Director of Marine at the Marine Department of 

the Hong Kong SAR addressed the audience on “Responses to Piracy”.  He confirmed that piracy 

was a persistent threat to maritime trade which costs were escalated as 

seafarers had taken longer routes to avoid piracy.  Since the piracy was an 

international crime as it happened in the high seas, Mr Tupper reviewed 

thoroughly a range of measures taken to combat piracy by joint naval forces 

including European Union, NATO and other states.  Starting in January 2009, 

the presence of Chinese naval forces had marked a significant drop of piracy 

crime in the Asian maritime region. 
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Professor Charles Norchi, an eminent legal scholar and the Director of 

Marine Law Institute of University of Maine School of Law discussed 

the issue of “Piracy and Public Order of the Oceans”.  He pointed out 

that piracy was also a land-based problem.  Professor Norchi analyzed 

the issue in light of Somalia piracy.  He first identified three distinctive 

trends in piracy, namely (i) a high increase in the number of pirates; (ii) 

intensified violence of attacks and (iii) sophisticated modus operandi.  

He then touched on some broad recommendations, especially on legal 

processes.  Finally, he urged that effective counter-piracy mechanisms 

must be implemented before pirates became professionals in the long run. 

The seminar was attended by legal professionals of both local and international firms, practitioners 

of all sectors of the shipping industry, maritime insurers and interested law students.  They raised 

questions of their prior concerns and lively discussions on a range of issues such as, for example, 

whether merchant seafarers should have weapons and the human rights of pirates.  
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