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Abstract:
This study uniquely contributes to the expanding body of research on perspective taking as a potent tool
for enhancing willingness to accept refugees through the cultivation of empathy. While existing research
has largely focused on its effects in the Western context, our study fills a crucial gap in the literature by
exploring its impact in Southeast Asia, where many refugees seek sanctuary. We conducted a pre-
registered survey experiment in Thailand to investigate how perspective taking influences Thai people's
willingness to receive refugees from neighboring Myanmar, which has seen an influx of refugee outflows
due to a military coup and escalating civil war in 2021. Our results reveal a significant increase in
willingness to accept Myanmar refugees among Thai respondents who were prompted to imagine
themselves in the shoes of refugees. Notably, other factors such as sympathy for the plight of the Myanmar
people, considerations of Thailand's international reputation, and financial burden sharing did not produce
similar responses. This finding enhances our understanding of refugee reception by offering a valuable
examination of the perspective-taking mechanism in the distinctive context of Southeast Asia.
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