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Abstract

Through an analysis of news reports, public debates, survey results, speeches and policy documents, the concepts of

emergent authoritarian populism in the Philippines and the enduring authoritarian neoliberalism in Malaysia will be

developed. The first part of the presentation will elucidate the significant features of the process through which the new

regime of authoritarian populism is taking shape in the Philippines, and conclude that the dying EDSA-type liberal

democracy has been a spawning ground for the popularity of Duterte’s authoritarian politics. The second part will unpack

the historical trajectory and prevailing institutions of Malaysia’s neoliberal economy embedded in an authoritarian

political framework – which shall serve as initial conditions, normative indicators and benchmarks against which the

promises for regime change of Mahathir and his Reformasi allies must be evaluated. Based on these studies in

contemporary Southeast Asia, the seminar will comparatively reflect upon the contradictory trends of cases in which a

democratic route has been taken to either legitimize or overcome authoritarianism.
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