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Abstract 
On 6 September 2015, the coup group’s National Reform Council rejected the draft constitution prepared by 
the Constitution Drafting Committee. While the drafters emphasized that their document would empower 
citizens against the hated politicians and drive the national reform agenda, the public almost entirely rejected 
it. Controversial items included the possibility of having a non-MP as prime minister, the switch from a 
mixed-member majoritarian to a mixed-member proportional election system, the almost entirely appointed 
Senate, and the great hurdles for amendments. Most controversially, the draft established an appointed 
strategic reform committee with comprehensive policy-making tasks, including the power to impose its 
decisions on the elected government. In times of crisis, this committee could have unilaterally decided to 
replace government and Parliament. Being unlikely that the draft would pass in the scheduled referendum, 
the NRC voted it down. The country now faces 180 days of constitution drafting by another military-
appointed committee, with a referendum in about September 2016, and elections in April/June 2017, which 
would push the total time of military dictatorship to three years. 
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