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Abstract 
The division of epistemic labor between experts and citizens is an empirical fact in any large and complex 

society, which is often considered productive for the epistemic performance of deliberative systems. However, 

defects in the systems, such as fake news and disinformation, can reduce the truth-tracking competence of 

deliberators, hence undermining the overall epistemic quality. This paper seeks to discuss how deliberative 

democracy should defend the division of epistemic labor given the defects in the deliberative systems. Drawing 

on the recent systemic turn of deliberative democracy, we argue that the functionalist or consequentialist account 

offered fails to provide a sufficient justification for the division of epistemic labor, because it can easily 

degenerate into (democratic) epistocracy which compromises the ideal of democratic self-government. In 

response to the problem, we develop an epistemic proceduralist account stipulating that the division of epistemic 

labor can be deliberatively justified only if the epistemic dimension is constrained by some minimal procedural 

conditions. In this way, we can devise a more desirable arrangement for expert-citizen relationships in 

deliberative systems. 
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