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CityU Affective Education Support Pilot
Programmes
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he pilot scheme is a collaborative initiative between City

University of Hong Kong (CityU) and the Hong Kong Academy
for Gifted Education (HKAGE). HKAGE is committed to nurturing
gifted students not only in the academic aspect, but also in their
affective development through a wide range of quality programmes
and learning opportunities. The Affective Education Division (AED)
takes a leading role in providing affective education (AE) support to
HKAGE student members (some of them with special educational
needs (SEN)) enrolled in CityU courses. This collaborative Talents,
Aspiration & Excellence Programme (TAE) is a programme for
nurturing talents of gifted students. The AE Team of HKAGE aims
to infuse AE components meeting the affective needs of gifted
students into the academic curriculum of the CityU courses.

A programme briefing has been held at CityU for parents, students,
and instructors and faculty staff to brief them on the rationale
and philosophy behind the programme. Prof. Samuel Ho, former
Associate Provost (Institutional Initiatives), Office of the Provost,
Professor of Psychology, Department of Social and Behavioural
Sciences of CityU, gave the programme introduction. Prof. TK Ng,
Executive Director of HKAGE, introduced the work of the Academy
and Ms Tiffany Sin, Programme Manager of AED, HKAGE, shared
with faculty staff of CityU and other stakeholders the importance of
AE and the idea of infusing AE components into the CityU courses.

The designated AE support programmes included a number
of blended AE components which were infused into a range of
academic programmes. An individual AE session, focusing on
a distinguished topic and lasting for about 15-30 minutes, was
delivered before, during or after the academic courses. The AE-
supported courses in 2017-18 included: 1) 3D Model for Revealing
the Beauty of Mathematics; 2) Introduction to Stop Motion
Animation; 3) What's inside English? 4) Day Camp: Solar Power; 5)
Mathematics and Games; and 6) Trading Workshop.

The intervention strategies adopted in the AE-supported
programmes appropriately related to the intellectual and
personality attributes of gifted students and could meet their
AE needs. Various AE packages matching with different course
content were developed by the AE Team. These included self-
understanding, self-appreciation, communication, teamwork &
collaboration, personal value, creativity and moral education. The
mode of delivery and learning activities included content-specific
PowerPoint presentations, interactive activities, film appreciation,
case studies, group discussion, debate and self-reflective
assignments embedded in class. Positive feedbacks were received
from CityU faculty staff, students and their parents.

To raise the awareness of affective education, experiences of
providing the AE support in this pilot scheme (2017/18) were also
shared by Ms Tiffany SIN and Mr Nelson NG from AED of HKAGE in
the Learning and Teaching Expo 2018 - SEN Theatre in December
last year, under the topic of ‘Experience Sharing on Cross-
Institutional Collaboration for the Provision of Affective Education
Support for Gifted Students’ In this sharing session, the TAE
programme with the new model of cross-institutional collaboration
were introduced and the experiences gained from the pilot
scheme were shared so that different stakeholders
” could understand the importance of AE. The
' practices and good works of AE were disseminated
to the wider audience and potential collaboration
‘ opportunities with educators, professionals and
| industry sectors will be further explored.
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ponsored by the

Hong Kong Jockey
Club Charities Trust, the
Hong Kong Academy
for Gifted Education has
launched its signature
3-year project — 'Gifted
in Bloom — Harmony in
Heart & Mind' - to provide all kinds of necessary supports to gifted
students, parents and teachers. In this project, we aimed to provide
better affective education programmes and services, and with
the collaboration with the Academic Programme Development
Division, new affective elements infused academic programme
in humanities, mathematics and sciences learning areas will be
designed under the theme of 'life education’

The new academic programmes will place a stronger touch on
creating new learning experiences in its content for gifted students,
to enable students to appreciate, to feel, to explore, to understand,
and reflect different forms and dimensions of life. We hope that
students can locate themselves in the overwhelming society,
identify their goals in the ocean of information, to care about
other people’s needs just as to themselves with the empathetical
understanding, and to bring positive influences to human society.

There will be 3 affective elements infused academic programmes
in Hong Kong Literature, English Literature and Applied Philosophy.
By understanding how writers feel, sense and depict the world
and human beings, students will be able to read series of serious
literature, to capture the essence of literature, and write creatively
to show us how far students can reach to humanity in their own
words. By learning applied philosophy, students will get a chance to
analysis the pros and cons of different political systems, to evaluate
how the core values of human society have changed through
ancient China, Greek to modern republican countries, and think
about if the ultimate form of ideal human society even exists.

We're still planning for upcoming programmes in spring and
summer, the Hong Kong history series — to discover 'Hong Kong'
in the Neolithic period to modern days, from reading maps in
different ages to carry out field trips and oral history research with
communities, it's expected that load of stories will be recorded
to allow us to gain a better understanding to how tiny individual
faced, suffered and survived the big changes in war, colonial and
post-colonial era. Life science series — covering genetic coding
and biochemical engineering, we hope to bring students to a
controversial journey in bioethics, the origins of life, the evolution,
the future of humanity, and to think about if life has its intrinsic
value and destiny or it’s just a coherent of coincident. In multi-
disciplinary learning area, we're working on a 'soundscaping' Hong
Kong programme, through the sound walk, sound analysis, we will
try to conduct a sound adventure, to re-discover how we hear and
listen to sounds and messages behind, and to re-interpret Hong
Kong through its feature and mixture of sounds. We hope that you
will be with us in all those upcoming new programmes.
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Jockey Club 'Gifted In Bloom — Harmony in Heart & Mind'
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