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Run Run Shaw Library 
City University of Hong Kong 

ProQuest Dissertations & Theses A&I 

This database includes citations of theses and dissertations from universities worldwide accepted since 1637. 

Dissertations published from July 1980 forward include 350-word abstracts written by the author. Master's theses 

published from 1988 forward include 150-word abstracts. From 1997 the database provides free twenty-four page 

previews of dissertations and theses when available. 

 

 

 

1.  At the Library Home Page (http://www.cityu.edu.hk/lib/), select the Databases tab.  

2.  Select ProQuest Dissertations & Theses A&I from the alphabetical list of databases. 

Or 

1. At the Library Homepage (http://www.cityu.edu.hk/lib/), select E-Resources. 

2. Select Databases: Title List. 

3. Select ProQuest Dissertations &Theses A&I from the alphabetical list of databases. 

 

 

 

 

Basic Search  

 
 

 

Advanced Search 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Enter search term(s). 
 
3. Select an operator to combine 

search terms in different fields. 
 

4. Check box to limit to full text only. 
Optional 
 

5. Optional. Specify a date range. 
 
 

6. Optional. Specify other search 
criteria.You can enter the criteria in 
the box(es) directly, or click on the 
“Look up” links and select term(s) from 
the index(es).  

 
 
7. Optional.Specify manuscript type. 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Select sorting method, and no. of 
results per page. Optional. 

 

 

 

2. Click to start search 1. Enter search 
terms 

Access  

Search  

Check box to limit search to full text only. Optional 

2. Select field to 
search. 
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Search Syntax 

Boolean and Proximity Operators: 

Operator Example Finds articles containing... 

AND education and internet education and internet in the same document 

OR education or internet education or internet, or both, in the document 

NOT education not internet education, but not internet 

NEAR education near/8 internet education within 8 words of internet 

PRE/#  education pre/5 internet education preceding internet by up to 5 words 

EXACT exact higher education your exact search term in its entirety 

where # is a number 

Truncation and Wildcard Symbols: 

Symbol Function Example Finds articles containing... 

* to substitute any number of characters 

following a word root 

econom* economy, economies, economics, 

economical, etc. 

? to substitute a single character in a word wom?n woman, women 

Phrase Searching: 

 To search for a phrase, enclose it in quotation marks. e.g. "annual report". 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Library holds some of the e-theses covered by this database.  You can check the availability of the desired 

dissertation by doing a Title Search in the Library Catalogue (http://lib.cityu.edu.hk). For more help on locating 

the full text, see the chart below. 

 

 

 

Search Results 

 Check availability of Full Text  

text 
 

rint/Save/E-mail Search Results 

 

 
 
 
 
Click to view marked 
records. 
 
Click on title to 
display abstract or if 
available, the 
preview or full text of 
document. 
 
Mark all or individual 
record(s) for  
later printing, 
downloading, or  e-
mailing.  
 
Click to view the 
citation plus the 
abstract of the 
dissertation.  

 
 
 
 
Click to display a 24 
page PDF preview. 
 

 
 
Click down arrow 
to change sort 
display. 
 
 
 
Place cursor 
over “Preview” to 
view abstract. 
 
 
Select from 
options available 
under headings 
to further narrow 
results. 
 
 
Columns 
represent 
specific time 
periods. Click to 
display records 
published during 
those periods. 
 
 
Select to limit 
date by search. 

The SFX link will not search for the full text of the 
document. To see if the full text is available, do a 

Title search in the Library Catalogue.* 

Click to purchase the full text of this dissertation.  
Note: Before ordering a dissertation, first check if the 
title is already available in the Library Catalogue. * 

 

Click on corresponding icon to email or to cite 
citation(s) in preferred style such as APA or MLA or 
to export to bibliographic software e.g. RefWorks. 

http://lib.cityu.edu.hk/
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Finding the Full-text of a Dissertation/Thesis listed in ProQuest Dissertations and Theses A&I 
 
 

 
 
 

 If treated as an ordinary book, borrow it via 

HKALL 

 

 If not for loan, and if you hold a JULAC library 

card, visit the library concerned to read the 

thesis 

 

 If open access is available (e.g. from HKU, 

HKUST ,Lingnan U and PolyU), access it online 

Access the e-thesis via the link in the CityU 
Library catalogue record 
OR 
Get the printed thesis according to the 
“Location”  and “Call No.” 

Is the dissertation/thesis available 
in the library catalogues of other 
Hong Kong university libraries? 

No 

Yes 

Yes Is the dissertation/thesis available 
in WorldCat, a catalogue for 

libraries worldwide? 

No 

Is the dissertation/thesis available in 
selected web sites on the Theses & 

Dissertations Research Guide 
including sites that hold titles 

completed at universities in the U.K., 
Canada or Australasia? 

 

 

Is the dissertation/thesis 
available in 

CityU Library catalogue? 
 

 

Yes 

No 

If available online, some sites do not allow 

the printing of online theses or dissertations. 

Only viewing is available. 

 

No Order the thesis in ProQuest 
Dissertation and Theses A&I at 

your own cost, if you wish. 
 

Yes 
Some sites do not allow the printing of online 
theses or dissertations. Only viewing is available. 

http://hkall.hku.hk/search/
http://www.cityu.edu.hk/lib/service/otherlib/julac.htm
http://www.cityu.edu.hk/lib/service/otherlib/julac.htm
http://sunzi.lib.hku.hk/hkuto/index.jsp
http://lbxml.ust.hk/th/main.html
http://www.library.ln.edu.hk/eresources/thesis/
http://repository.lib.polyu.edu.hk/jspui/
http://lib.cityu.edu.hk/
http://lib.cityu.edu.hk/
http://www.cityu.edu.hk/lib/service/otherlib/homeopac.htm
http://www.worldcat.org/
http://libguides.library.cityu.edu.hk/content.php?pid=81664&sid=606082
http://libguides.library.cityu.edu.hk/thes
http://libguides.library.cityu.edu.hk/thes
http://ethos.bl.uk:8080/Home.do;jsessionid=98B6CE5DD9E9BCD7E107A8FC34043C64
http://collectionscanada.ca/thesescanada/index-e.html
http://adt.caul.edu.au/
http://lib.cityu.edu.hk/
http://libweb.cityu.edu.hk/cgi-bin/er/db/proqdb.pl?pqdt
http://libweb.cityu.edu.hk/cgi-bin/er/db/proqdb.pl?pqdt
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For an individual record 

 Click on the respective icons  at the top of the record. 
 Use the Print/Save button in Adobe Reader to print/save documents in PDF.  

 
 

To email/print/cite/export/save marked records in a My Research account 

 

All marked records go into a My Research account. To view records, click on the icon at the top of the 

screen.   

 

*My Research account 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Sign in or create a My Research account to save searches, images or articles or to manage alerts or RSS 

feeds and folders.  
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E-mail/Cite/Export Search Results 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Click to email or to print 
marked documents.  
 
Click to print/email/download 
the list of marked citations in 
your selected citation style 
such as MLA and APA. 
 
 

Click to export marked 
citations directly to 
bibliographic management 
software, such as 
RefWorks. 
 

Click to save citations 
in an html file with 
links to other relevant 
publications in 
ProQuest. 
 

Click to add 
notes to the 
record. 


