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Run Run Shaw Library 
City University of Hong Kong 

NetLibrary Electronic Books 

 

The Library currently holds over 43,500 ebook titles on NetLibrary. 

 

 
 

 

1. At the Library Home Page (http://www.cityu.edu.hk/lib/), select E-Resources. 

2. Click on E-Books. 

3. Select NetLibrary. 
 

 

 

 

 

Basic Search 

1. Enter search term(s).  
(see Search Tips on p.2)  

2. Select a field to search from the drop-down 
menu.  (Keyword searches for your terms in 
the title, author, subject heading, publisher, 
and ISBN fields.) 

3. Click to start search.  
 

Advanced Search 

 

 

1. Enter search term(s). 

(see Search Tips on p.2) 

 

2. Select a field to search. 

(“Keyword” field -- searches the title, 

author, Library of Congress subject 

heading, publisher, and ISBN fields.) 

 

 

4. Specify a publication date or date 

range, e.g., 1999, 1999-2006, if 

desired. 

 

5. Specify a format, if desired.  

(All eBooks can be viewed online. Some 

of the eBooks can be downloaded to a 

Pocket PC or Palm for offline reading as 

well. eJournals are not available.) 

 

6. Select a language, if desired.  

 

7. Specify the sorting method for the 

results, if desired. 

 

8. Click to start search. 

 

 

 

 

Access NetLibrary Electronic Books 

Search for e-Books 

3. Select an operator 

(An, Or, Not) to 

combine the search 

terms. 
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Search Tips 

 

 Use Boolean Operators to combine search terms: 

Operator Example Results 

AND computer AND 

networks 

Finds records containing both terms 

OR Internet OR WWW Finds records containing either Internet or WWW or both 

NOT disabilities NOT mental Finds records containing disabilities but not mental 

 

 Wildcard symbols can be used to broaden a search: 

Symbol Example Results 

* manage* * truncates search terms.  This search term finds records 

containing manage, manager, managers, management, etc. 

** drive** ** locates all forms of the word.  This search term finds 

records containing drives, drove, driving and driven 

 

 Phrases should be enclosed in quotation marks, e.g., “computer networks”. 

 
 

 
 
Click to view the full text 
of the e-book online.  
The eBook will be 
returned to the library 
automatically after 15 
minutes of inactivity (i.e., 
you are not scrolling or 
turning the pages, 
searching within the full 
text, etc.). 
 
Click to go to the  

eBook Details Page 
where you can check out 
and download the ebook 
to your Pocket PC or 
Palm, if the option is 
available, or email 
information about this 
ebook to another 
person.  
 

 

 
 
Select a different 
sorting order, if 
desired. 
 
 
Click to add an 
item to your list 
for future 
reference. (Login 
is required.  See 
“Personal 
netLIbrary 
Account” on p.4. 
To access the 
title list again, 
click on 

Favorites and 

Notes at the top 
navigation bar.)  

 

 
 
If the e-book is downloadable, this link will 
appear, and you can download it to a 
Pocket PC or Palm for offline reading for 
24 hours.   
(Login is required.  See “Personal 
NetLibrary Account” on p.4.) 
For detailed instruction on how to 
download NetLibrary ebooks, refer to the 
guide on e-book download: 
http://www.cityu.edu.hk/lib/instruct/guides/
eresguid/netlib_download.pdf 
 
 
Click to email the bibliographic 
information of an e-book (separate 
multiple email addresses with semi-
colons).  

 

 

 

 

Search Results 

eBook Details / Check Out &Download e-book 

http://www.cityu.edu.hk/lib/instruct/guides/eresguid/netlib_download.pdf
http://www.cityu.edu.hk/lib/instruct/guides/eresguid/netlib_download.pdf
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When you try to view an e-book which is in use by another user, you will see the following message:   

 
  
You can only 
view the table  
of contents 

 

You may request 
to be notified by 
email when the  
ebook becomes 
available. 

  
 

 

 

 

When you choose to view an e-book, the e-book is opened in the NetLibrary Online Reader.  (You may 

need Adobe Reader 4.0 or higher to view some ebooks.) 
 
 If you have opened more 

than one e-books, you 
can switch between open 
items by selecting a title 

and clicking Go. 

Click to view the eContent 
Details page where you can 
email the ebook information to 
another person or add the 
ebook to your favourite list. 

Click to 
close the 
currently 
displayed  
e-book. 

 Click to go 
to the 
previous 
page. 
 

 
Click to go 
to the next 
page. 

 

 
Look up terms in 
dictionaries while you 
are viewing an e-book.  
 
Click to search within 
the current e-book or 
to search for a new  
e-book in NetLibrary. 
 
 
 
 
Navigate through  
the book using the 
hyperlinks. 
 
 
 
Search for a word or 
phrase within the full 
text of the e-book.  

 

Go directly to 
a specific 
page by 
entering the 
page 
number, then 

clicking Go. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Drag the 
line to 
change the 
sizes of the 
tool palette 
and 
contents 
areas. 

  
Click to mark a page or add a note to a page for future reference and to list all notes 
associated with the current e-book (log-in is required).  To view the notes again, click on 

Favorites and Notes at the top navigation bar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Use the Print button of the NetLibrary Online Reader to print the contents of the e-book. 

 With personal login (see the following section “Personal NetLibrary Account”), you are allowed to print 

up to 15 pages per book per hour. 

 Without personal login, you may print up to 10 pages per book per hour only. 

 When the File Download screen appears, choose “Open” or “Save”.  When the downloaded e-book pages are 

opened in Adobe Reader, use its Print function to print the pages. 

 

N.B. Once the File Download box appears, the pages selected to print are automatically deducted from the 

printing limit, even if you select Cancel. 

 

Browse / Read an e-Book Online 

Print Contents of an e-Book 

Request for email alert of book availability  
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A personal account is required to use personalized features and to check out downloadable NetLibrary e-

books.  Personal account is not required if you choose to view e-books online. 

 

Create a Personal NetLibrary Account 

 

 

  

 

 

Log in NetLibrary 

 

You may log in by clicking the Log In link in the top navigation bar or you may be directed to the Log In 

page if you try to use a feature that requires a personal account. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

At the top of the 
NetLibrary Website, 
click this link and log in 
to display all items that 
have been checked 
out by you. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Click Check In to 
return the e-book 
so that other 
users can view it. 
A checked out e-
book will be 
automatically 
checked in (i.e., 
returned) when 
the checkout 
period expires. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

If you have logged in your personal account, when you finish using NetLibrary, click on Log Out at the top 

navigation bar.   
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Log Out 

Personal NetLibrary Account 

At the top of NetLibrary Web 
site, click this link to register 
for a personal account. 

View and Return Checked Out e-Books 


