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ACLS Humanities E-Book 

 

 

 
Humanities E-Book (HEB) is a digital collection of over 2,000 full-text books in humanities fields, including 

history, art history, folklore, literature, musicology, philosophy, and religion, offered by the American Council 

of Learned Societies (ACLS) in collaboration with fourteen learned societies, nearly 100 contributing 

publishers, and librarians at the University of Michigan’s Scholarly Publishing Office.  
 

 

 
1. At the Library Homepage (http://www.cityu.edu.hk/lib/), select E-Resources. 

2. Click on E-Books. 

3. Select ACLS Humanities E-Book. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

BOOLEAN SEARCH connects multiple terms with Boolean operators (“and”, “or”, “not”). Use this search 

to find books, book titles, sections or chapters, or paragraphs/pages that: 

 

 include all search terms entered (“and”) 

 include any of the search terms entered (“or”) 

 include one (or two) of the search terms entered, but exclude the other(s) (“not”) 

 

                      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Run Run Shaw Library 
City University of Hong Kong 

1. Select to search in 
full text, author, 
title, or subject. 

Access 

Basic Search 

About ACLS Humanities E-Book 

Other Search Options 

2. Enter the desired 
word or phrase. 3. Limit your search to a specific 

collection within HEB, if desired. 

1. Select to search in: 

‧books 

‧titles 

‧chapters 

‧paragraphs/pages 

3. Select the appropriate 
Boolean operator. 

2. Enter search terms. 
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PROXIMITY SEARCH restricts the search to sections of text, author names, titles, or subjects containing 

certain words or phrases appearing near/next to one another within a specified number (40, 80, or 120) of 

characters—or, conversely, not appearing near/next to one another within that range. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SEARCH restricts the search to a specific word or phrase contained in titles, authors’ 

names, or subject headings. 
 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Select to search in: 
‧full text 

‧author 

‧title 

‧subject 

3. Select desired limit 
search parameters: 
‧ near 

‧ not near 

‧ followed by 

‧ not followed by 

3. Select the appropriate 
Boolean operator to 
search for multiple terms 
or limit the search. 

Display Search Results 

2. Enter search terms. 

4. Select the limit range 
to <40, <80, or <120. 

1. Enter search 
terms. 

2. Select to search in: 
‧title 

‧author 

‧subject 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
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 Number of records retrieved. 

 Select to sort results by frequency, title, author, date ascending, or date descending. 

 Click to show a list of hits where the search terms occur in the text. [See next section: Viewing an E-book] 

 Click to save information on individual titles and create a list of books or pages that may be accessed/searched 

independently of the rest of the collection. 

 Click to access your saved citations. You can email or download the records. 

The list will be cleared when you log off. 

 
 

Click to view your past searches and corresponding number of results. The resulting list also allows you to 

resubmit any previous search by clicking on a hyperlinked search query. 

 
 

Click to go back and adjust the search terms, while retaining any previously entered criteria. 

 

 

 

 

 

Click the “Results details” link in Search Results leads to the following page: 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Viewing an E-book 

 = Encoded-Text Books: use XML-coded text and structures. 

 = Page-Image Books: contain exact page images of the print book. 

Click to see the “title record” page where you can find: 

¶ cover image 

¶ complete title information 

¶ interactive table of contents 

¶ link to enter and read the book 

¶ link to search within this book 

¶ links to online reviews of the title, if available 
 

Click on the hyperlinked page numbers, chapter heads, or section titles to access individual pages 
and the chapters containing these pages (for scanned books) or text sections (for encoded titles) 
with matches. 
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Title-record page 

Page-image books: Encoded-text books: 

  

  
 Access individual sections of a book through the interactive table of contents.  

Page-image books:  Subdivided according to the structure of the print version, e.g., by chapters.  

Encoded-text books: Further subdivided to provide access to subsections of individual chapters. Paragraph 

ranges are provided rather than page numbers to indicate the location of a particular section within a book. 

 Click “reviews” to see a pull-down list of reviews available through several online resources, which may be 

accessed directly from the title-record page (provided the Library has subscribed to these collections). 

 Click “search this book” to search within the confines of this book. 

 Click “related titles” to view a list of related titles based on author recommendations. (For encoded-text 

books only) 

 Click “enter book” to view the title page or first section of the book. 

          

Viewing options (For page-image books only) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

For best results, view pages in pdf format, then print or save the pages.  You may print or save only three 

pages at a time.  Please observe the copyright and fair use policy of the collection 

(http://www.humanitiesebook.org/copyrts.html). 

 

Reference Section 

February 2009 

Select from the pull-down menu for different viewing options: 

Page image is the default option: the current page-image of the scanned page. 

Page text offers up the complete OCR scanned text. While this lacks the formatting of the original 
published book, this option is helpful for searches, since all search terms are highlighted in yellow. 

Page pdf provides a non-searchable pdf file for either page browsing or printing.  

 

Select from the pull-down menu to read any individual page. 
Successive pages may also be “turned” by clicking on the “prev” 
and “next” buttons located above and below the scanned page. 

Printing and Downloading 

  

   

 

  

 

Click to adjust the text 
size of the scanned page 
being viewed. 

http://www.humanitiesebook.org/copyrts.html

