Land Deeds & Family Papers:
Another Unique Collection in the CityU Library!



Collection Donated to CityU

After concerted effort of various parties, our Library was very pleased to
receive a remarkable donation in 2013. It is made up of some 360 Chinese
land deeds and 1,500 family documents of Mr Tin-Pong Chow (#5828 L 4 ),
the then Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce of Guangzhou in the early
20th century.
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Research Value of
Old Land Deeds & Family Papers

* Those land deeds and documents, dated mainly from
1900 to late 1940 from an influential family, are very
unigue primary research materials. They provide
important data on the economic and legal activities of
China, particularly in Guangdong and Hong Kong.

e Reflecting

— Inheritance and trading systems of real estates,

— Evolving economic and financial systems, e.g. banking
system, corporate ownership,

— Monetary and fiscal policies in Early Republican China,
— Changes of land laws over a period of time,

— History of public administration,

— Socio-economic conditions of the past, e.g. inflation



CityU Scholars Highly Regard this Collection

Faculty members of College of Business:

1) Useful tools for empirical research of the Republic
eras before the Communist Party came to power

— Monetary policy: total money supply and types of
currencies in circulation

— Exchange rates with other currencies
— Socio-economic conditions of the past, e.g. inflation



CityU Scholars Highly Regard this Collection

Faculty members of College of Business:

2) Chinese Land Deeds are actually transaction contracts
of properties.

— It contains very rich micro and true information about
free transaction of land and properties in the 19th to
early 20th century.

— Thus such deeds are vivid proof of the existence of free
market in property trading and they contains reliable
information of such transactions.



CityU Scholars Highly Regard this Collection

Prof. Guobin ZHU, Professor, School of Law

Summary in English:

The Chow Family Collection provides

incredible primary sources in the study of

history of commercial law, property law
and land law of China. CityU or the

Library must put in effort to facilitate the

research on this collection.

In original Chinese:
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CityU Scholars Highly Regard this Collection

Dr CHEN, Lei, Associate Professor, School of Law

* As ascholar specializing in Chinese legal history, | find this precious
special collection very valuable and stimulating in various research
agendas ...

* First, it sheds some light on approaching China' modernization in
early twenties century from a socio-legal perspective and through a
special case study of the Land registration system in Guangzhou.

* With this collection ..., one may propose that even there was a well-
functioning property right, demonstrated by this well-preserved land
deeds recording transactions, economic growth seems to be stealth.
... one may further argue that the casual link between a formalized
property rights and economic development is questionable.



