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Professor Eden S H YU, Head and Chair Professor of
Economics, assumed the post of Acting Librarian on
1 August 2003.

Message from Acting Librarian

I took up the concurrent duty of Acting Librarian on 1
August 2003. As this is the first newsletter of the academic
year 2003-04, | would like to recap on our work and
introduce some of the initiatives we are planning.

The main Library entrance has been in use for a year with
the new counters operational for over 9 months, and the
central lobby opened up for display, reference and leisure
reading activities. Many of the ambience projects started
some 18 months ago were completed to fruition. With the
renovation of the Library coming to a natural break, my
colleagues and | intend to reinforce the notion that the
Library is the focus of academic exchange in the University.
We would like to strengthen our ties with academic
departments, and in the process, attract more staff and
students to come to the Library to maximize the use of our
facilities.

The Famous Scholars/Writers Lecture Series was launched
last month (see article on page 2). We feel that it is
important to publicise the achievements of our students and
staff within the University, as relevance in these news not
only creates interests, but also raises the morale of the
entire University community. To showcase these
achievements, four display boards have been set up in the
main lobby of the Library (more about this on page 3).

We strongly believe that it is the Library’s mission to offer
premium quality services to the users to facilitate their
locating, access and use of information for their research
and studies. And we understand that advancement in
information technology can provide the Library with the
opportunities to attain this goal.

Continued on page 6
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Full House at Famous Scholars/Writers Lecture

Renowned Scholar Presents Lecture =
CityU faculty and students gathered at
the Library Seminar Room on October
14 for the Lecture "Chessboards, Hats
and Chinese Poetry: Some Rigorous

and Not-So-Rigorous Mathematical
Results" << :%TF?EI”EJE'(» delivered by
Prof C. L. Liu, the former President and
Professor of Computer Science at the
National Tsing Hua University in Taiwan
and currently a Visiting Professor in
CityU's Department of Computer
Engineering and Information Technology.

: | Chinese Poetry:
Chessboards, Hats, and Chinese POetry:
gome Rigarous and nematical Results

Mathematics has always been viewed as a boring subject and people would not
associate the subject with poetry or literature. At the lecture, Prof Liu, with his
expertise in information technology and computer engineering, used simple
examples to illustrate some basic concepts in Discrete Mathematics and to cite
incidental examples from Chinese poetry in an interesting appeal.

Lectures Enhance the Relationship with Academic Departments
Co-organised by the Library and the Department of Computer Engineering and
Information Technology, the lecture is the first of the Famous Scholars/Writers
Lecture Series. The Lecture Series is a new initiative to create an “ambience” for
the intellectual and personal development of the students and maximize the usage
of Library facilities. Famous scholars and writers would be invited to give lectures
on various topics. The related publications of the guest speakers would also be
displayed in the Library for users’ easy reference. Each of these lectures is
intended to be co-organised with an appropriate academic department. It is
envisaged that such cooperation and collaboration can help enhance the
relationship between academic departments and the Library.

Events Archive Page Launched

Even though CityU Library has only
a short history, there are a good
number of events and activities that
are worth documenting. The
Events Archive web page has been
created with an aim to collect all the
related documents, presentation
slides, photographs and videos
taken at the lectures or ceremonies
so that users may revisit the
events.
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Windows Showcasing Achievements

To further cultivate a sense of belonging to CityU in — |
our students, the President has suggested on many [T —
occasions that we should communicate CityU’s
achievements to our internal community more
effectively and efficiently. While the new CityU
HomePage has taken up this task in cyberspace and
good news is publicized right on the front page, the
Library has assumed this task physically by
showcasing these achievements in the Library. Four
notice boards to highlight CityU News and
Attractions, CityU Media Clippings, Achievements by
CityU Students and Achievements by CityU Staff
have been set up around the main lobby area of the Library.

New Resource-Linking Service Launched
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In June 2003, the Library has decided to subscribe = _

to the resource-linking service “SFX” after e
extensive assessment of similar products available =
in the market. With SFX, users will be able to link
from an article citation in a database to the online
full text of the article when available in any of the
Library-subscribed e-resources, and to other
helpful and related services. Apart from the above- T
mentioned benefits to users, it can also help DI /, ek S
streamline library operations in administering our e i
growing collection of e-resources. -
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Implementation and publicity

After about 2 months’ implementation work, the service was launched in early
September 2003. To introduce this new service to users, three demonstration
sessions were conducted. The launch and the demonstration sessions went very
well and the usage of SFX is growing steadily, accompanied by a consequent
increase in the usage of Library e-resources that are targets of SFX links. Hence,
the SFX service has helped optimize the cost benefit of our subscribed e-resources.

Positive Feedback

To solicit feedback from our users for the improvement of the service, the Library
has invited users to complete a questionnaire on SFX via the SFX menus as well
as broadcasting emails. As of mid October 2003, of the 254 users who have
completed the questionnaire, 71% indicated that SFX could help them locate the
articles they want and 65 % found SFX easy to use. Some users commented that
SFX is a useful service and expressed their wish that the Library can keep it. The
Library is encouraged by such positive feedback and will continue to strive for the
improvement of the service.
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Compact Shelving Project Underway

To make the paperless “virtual library” or “electronic library” a total reality will take
many years, if at all possible. Considering that the vast majority of the academic
knowledge and information are still presented in paper format, at least at the
present stage, the Library is indeed short of shelving space for its collection. One
of the measures is to install compact shelves. It is therefore planned that by early
2004, compact shelves with a shelving capacity of 100,000 volumes of books will
be installed in the law collection area. These newly installed compact shelves will
house not just law books, but multi-volume Chinese encyclopedia works as well
as non-frequently used circulation books.

From mid-November 2003 to end-
February 2004, installation work on
additional electronic compact shelving in
the Law Section is going to be carried
out. All law reports, part of bound law
journals and UN Treaties Series will not
be available for use. Users are advised
to use the electronic resources such as
Lexis.com, LexisNexis Academic,
Westlaw International and HeinOnline.

During the said period, part of the Law Section will be closed and noise will
probably be created. We apologize for any inconvenience caused. For
enquiries, call 2788 8395.

New E-Resources

http://www.cityu.edu.hk/lib/eres/database/dbnew.htm

C1Ad 0 [columbia international affairs online]

Columbia International Affairs Online is a comprehensive source for theory and
research in international affairs. It publishes a wide range of scholarship from
1991 onwards that includes working papers from university research institutes,
occasional papers series from NGOs, foundation-funded research projects, and
proceedings from conferences, books, journals and policy briefs.

Bankscope contains detailed
information on 11,000 World Banks

HeinOnline is a comprehensive, ever-
growing, image-based collection of
legal periodicals. Currently, the
database contains the full text of 336
legal periodicals.
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