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Professor C C Cheng, Chair Professor of Linguistics 
and Chinese, assumed the post of Acting Librarian on 
1 December 2002. 
 

Message from Acting Librarian    
  

In the next few months I will actively find opportunities to 
listen to you regarding the operation of the Library. As 
this is the first newsletter in 2003, I would like to recap  
our work and share with you some of the plans we have 
for the Library in the year to come. 
 
Ambiance Project 
The Ambiance project of the University is progressing 
well. The effect on the Library has been quite profound 
and we, in turn, have to plan and schedule our 
renovation work in line with the Ambiance project. You 
may have noticed that for the past six months or so, the 
Library has been losing rather than gaining space, as 
various sections were boarded up for renovation. We 
also have to relocate quite a lot of our materials (story 
on page 6) to better align with the logistics of the new 
single entrance and to make room for the new campus 
bookshop. Still, we managed to remodel some of our old 
study carrels into more inviting single and group study 
rooms (story on page 4).  
 
Regain Space 
When the old escalator in front of the Library is 
completely removed and the new bookshop opens, we 
hope to regain some study space for students, stack 
space for library materials and office space for our staff. 
Together with the new space which has become 
available on the fourth floor, there will be more room for 
students and staff to pursue academic as well as leisure 
activities, and the ambiance of the entire campus will be 
much improved and refreshed.  
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New e-Resources 
http://www.cityu.edu.hk/lib/new.htm 

 

 
Academic Search Premier is a multi-
disciplinary full text database of more 
than 3,600 scholarly publications, 

 

 
including more than 2,700 peer-
reviewed publications. It provides 
abstract and PDF backfiles and 
expanded indexing for more than 100 
top scholarly academic journals, 
dating back as far as 1965. 

 
 
Continued from page 1 
 
Digital Front 
Apart from the physical ambiance of the Library, you may also be aware of subtle 
changes on the digital front. With WebPac available to patrons for easy access to 
the Library online system, we have further enhanced the Catalogue by displaying 
the material types (story on page 3). For our back offices, the Millennium suite 
has been installed for Circulation. Implementation of the modules for Serials, 
Acquisitions and Cataloguing will follow in phases. 
 
Innovations 
Last semester, we implemented ILLiad, a new system for submitting and 
processing interlibrary loan requests (story on page 5). To ensure that 
performance of the Library system stays optimal, we retired the six-year-old 
Alpha machine and migrated the entire system onto a more powerful SUN server 
during the recent semester break. With our e-resources and well developed web 
pages, the Library is the major content provider for the CityU e-portal (story on 
page 7). Further plans include the adoption of a suite of meta-search and 
resource-linking software to facilitate searches and cross-linking among the many 
electronic databases and journal sites; and a feasibility study of a system to 
consolidate and distribute multi-media materials. 
 
Fostering Links 
I hope you will agree with me that our Library is well regarded by our patrons.  
We also have many supporters and throughout the years have received many 
donations of materials and others kinds. To strengthen these links and good 
relationships, receptions and exhibitions will be organized in the coming months 
to highlight various donations and acknowledge our kind donors. We wish to start 
with a small friends and supporters circle and extend and develop it into a full 
“Friends of the Library” scheme. As we are new at this, your valuable advice and  
support will be very much appreciated. 
 
I take this opportunity to wish you a happy and successful Year of the Goat! 
 
C C Cheng 
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Exhibit: Book Donation from 
Professor Donald Stone 

  
Thanks to a book donation from Professor Donald 
Stone, Professor of English at Queens College and 
the Graduate Centre, City University of New York, 
the Library has added to its collection 100 books on 
art. The donation includes works about master 
artists such as Michelangelo and Van Gogh and 
publications by renowned art galleries and museums 
around the world.  
 
Western Art 
The donation will enrich the Library's collection in 
the area of Western art. Professor Zhang Longxi, 
Director of the Centre for Cross-Cultural Studies 
and Chair Professor of the Department of 
Chinese, Translation and Linguistics, officiated at 
the opening of the exhibition on 12 December  
2002. It is through Professor Zhang’s acquaintance with Professor Stone that our 
Library is honoured with this donation.  
 
 

Catalogue Displays Type of Material 
 

The Catalogue has been enhanced to enable users to view the types of materials 
(or medium) such as e-journal, thesis or videocassette, in the search results lists. 
Users can also limit their search to a specific “Material Type”. 
 

 The “Medium” information is 
based on the data in the MAT 
TYPE field in the bibliographic 
record. To cater for the display 
of “medium” in the catalogue, 
several new MAT TYPE codes 
were added and some of the 
old codes were redefined. 
Cataloguing staff scanned the 
entire bibliographical database 
for records that required 
recoding of the MAT TYPE 
field. As a result of this 
exercise, about 40,000 
bibliographical records were 
recoded. 
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