
EE Learning Forum Asia 2009Learning Forum Asia 2009EE--Learning Forum Asia 2009Learning Forum Asia 2009

Session 1.1 Session 1.1 
Theme: English Language 

EnhancementEnhancement

Facilitator: Prof Jonathan Webster
City University of Hong Kong

Introducing the LCCg

Rationale
Language enhancement must come along side of (i.e. be a 
companion to) a designated course which is part of the 
student’s core curriculum.
Students are made aware of the fact that their ability in 
English language writing goes hand-in-hand with their 
learning in their chosen discipline.
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Involved parties & generic workflowp g
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Online coach
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Online coach

Key:Key:
1. Gives an assignment
2. Submits a draft for feedback
3. Returns a commented draft
4. Submits a finalized assignment for marking

3

Blog-based interface in Bb
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The Comment Bank How did language coaches provide 
comments (i e  commenting strategies)? comments (i.e. commenting strategies)? 

Insertion of a comment code from the comment bank 
(CB)(CB)

Its aims are to identify who had been [53] most adversely affected by the 
movement, and to compare them with had moved [53] into tertiary sectors 

 i d i  f i  or remained in manufacturing. 

Open-ended comments (OECs)
The word “switchboard” in clause 5) has revealed [52] that it (What does 
‘it’ refer to?) is a call centre  

alternative comment in CB: [29] Pronoun-unclear reference
3 independent main ideas were raised to develop into a significant cause to 
motivate people contributed (Use the infinitive with ‘to’ here) money to 
ZPG.

alternative comment in CB: [48] Verb -To-infinitive
After that, tell the reader how you plan to overcome those barriers 
(Subject missing). ( j g)
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Language Coaches’ commenting strategies g g g g
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Pilot historyy

Semester B, 2006/07 (Jan ‘07)
3  (Bi l  Li i i  M  S i )3 courses (Biology, Linguistics, Management Science)
Using XWiLL system from Tamkang University (Taiwan) developed 
by Prof D Wibley
Online tutors from English Language Centre, CityU

Semester A, 2007/08 (Sept ‘07)
3 other courses from Biology, Linguistics, Management Science
Using blog-based interface in Blackboard
Piloted off-site online tutorsPiloted off-site online tutors

Semester B, 2007/08 (Jan ‘08)
Extended coverage to 10 courses with over 600 studentsg
Institutional collaboration with University of Sydney,  Brigham 
Young University
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Pilot history (Cont’d)y

Sem A 2008/09 (Sept ‘08)
1400 students
The Comment Bank was expanded to place more emphasis on 

 d d  h   d  genre and discourse with respect to academic writing
Introduced a coach rotation system, wiki and group 
assignmentsassignments

Sem B 2008/09 (Jan ‘09)Sem B 2008/09 (Jan ‘09)
930 students from 7 courses participated
+ two courses operating under the programme based + two courses operating under the programme-based 
model (developing a progression through the curriculum)
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Benefits to tutors working with the Language Companion Course

Prof Geoff Williams (University of British Columbia)Prof Geoff Williams (University of British Columbia)
Head, Faculty of Education

Developing e-learning

Dr Ahmar Mahboob (University of Sydney)
Lecturer, Department of Linguistics

Fr m LCC t  SLATE: Scaff ldin  Literac  in Academic and Tertiar  From LCC to SLATE: Scaffolding Literacy in Academic and Tertiary 
Environments

Prof James Martin (University of Sydney)Prof James Martin (University of Sydney)
Professor (Personal Chair), Department of Linguistics

English Language Enhancement: ‘Looking Forward’
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