Improvement in Living Environment for
Public Rental Housing Residents
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As at March 1996, 661 000 public housing rental flats were provided by the
Housing Authority. This figure represents about one third of the permanent
living quarters in Hong Kong. The living environment of residents living in
these flats is of general concern. This article presents how much the living
environment of these residents has improved since 1984.
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Improvement in Living Environment for
Public Rental Housing Residents
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Introduction

The Housing Authority (HA) has made
significant progress in improving the living
environment of public rental housing (PRH) not
only in building good-quality flats, but also in the
provision of open space and community facilities.
This paper aims to take stock of these
improvements since 1984.

2. This article covers only the quantitative
aspects of the living environment, including flat
conditions, the provision of commercial,
community and carpark facilities. It does not
cover aspects that are unquantifiable, such as
desigrr features, soft landscaping, choice of material
and finish, etc.

Various improvements

3. Site area. A comprehensive measure of the
space available to residents is the site area available
per person ). Site area covers open space such as
landscaped gardens, children’s playground, etc.,
and residential, commercial, community and
carpark facilities. The average site area per person
was 3.9m? in 1984. It increased to 5.0m’ in 1996,
by 28% or 2% per year [Chart 1].
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Note (" To take stock of planned improvement, authorized population and not actual population is used in this article.
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Chart 1 : Average Site Area Per Person in Public Rental Housing,
1984-1996
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4. Flat conditions. As a result of the 4. Bk RPN EREIEE R BRI AR

relaxation in

allocation standard and the i AREPHBEEERIAREMN - B—h/\WLFEH
construction of larger flats, the median living BAS9 FHKEE—HA_FHNEAN 7.6 THX%

space of public rental housing residents increased

rapidly, from 59m’ per person in 1984 to
7.6m’ per person in 1992 and 8.3m’ per person
in 1996 [Chart 2].
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Chart 2 : Median Living Space Per Person in Public
Rental Housing, 1984-1996
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5. As obsolete blocks are pulled down under
the HA’s redevelopment programmes, there has
been a marked reduction in the proportion of non-
self-contained flats, i.e. flats with shared kitchen
and toilet facilities. In 1984, non-self-contained
flats accounted for 20.4% of the total stock,
dropping to 3.4% in 1996 [Chart 3].
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Chart 3 : Percentage of Non-Self-Contained Flats in
Public Rental Housing, 1984-1996
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6. Another measure of the quality of flats is 6. B—EFGEAMNE ROIZESBE - A—hN\

age of building. The average age of the public
rental housing flats increased by only 2.3 years in
a period of 12 years since 1984. This is achieved
by extensive redevelopment of older flats and
large-scale production of new ones. The average
for 1996 is 14.3 years [Chart 4].
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Chart 4 : Average Age of Public Rental Housing Flats, 1984-1996
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7. Commercial facilities. ~ Commercial 7. BHRE BRREeED - 517

facilities include shops, banks, department stores,
supermarkets, restaurants and cooked food stalls.
The internal floor area of commercial facilities per

person in public rental housing estates increased 036 F 5k (BER) -
by 38% between 1984 and 1996, from 0.26m’ per
person, to 0.36m” per person [Chart 5].
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Chart S : Average Commercial Facilities Area Per Person in

Public Rental Housing, 1984-1996
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8. Community service. Regarding the area
allocated for community service such as nurseries,
children and youth centres, libraries/study rooms,
hostels for the elderly, hostels for the handicapped,
kindergartens/ schools, clinics, etc., it was 0.49m’
per person in 1984, rising to 0.85m” per person in
1996, representing a significant increase of 73% or
5% per year [Chart 6].
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Chart 6 : Average Community Service Area Per Person in
Public Rental Housing, 1984-1996
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9. Carparks® The number of parking 9. g @ — \IUE - 51000 BESHH

spaces per 1 000 households was 61 in 1984,
rising to 85 in 1996, representing an increase of
some 39% or 3% per year [Chart 7].
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Note > Including parking spaces for private car, lorry and motorcycles.
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Chart 7 : Number of Parking Space Per 1000 Households in
Public Rental Housing, 1984-1996
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10. The above show the results and efforts 10. D At S TBSIRI9BRE EEENEEXS

made by HA over the years to improve the living

environment of public rental housing.
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